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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 


“Most people who have ever done anything special with their lives had to ignore 
people around them telling them to blend in. You might succeed, you might fail, 
nothing is guaranteed in life. But if you’re the person I’m speaking to, the person 
to whom this final paragraph appears is speaking, you'll never forgive yourself for 
not trying and you'll always wonder what could have been...right up until your 
end. And there are no do-overs. To die without achieving all of your dreams is 
not tragedy; to die never having chased any of your dreams Is.” 


— Ike Awgu, interviewed in Sway Magazine 


Ikechukwu (“Ike”) Awgu lived from October 14, 1983 until August 5, 2023 in Ottawa, 
Ontario, Canada. He died on the cusp of his 40" Birthday. Ike was above all a 
storyteller and a writer; a dreamer and a truth teller. An iconoclast. He had the heart the 
size of an elephant, and a laugh that rivalled a pack of hyenas. He was a singular, 
unique talent, and truly a gift to the world — making his presence felt especially in his 
community of Ottawa. 


| was driving home from Ottawa to my home in Toronto, child sleeping in the backseat. 
It was Rosh Hashanah, the holiest day of the Jewish New Year — | had heard the 
ancient sound of the shofar only hours earlier. The shofar is meant to be like a crying 
voice, requiring Jews to engage in the mandatory activities of the New Year — teshuvah, 
tefillah, and tzedakah meaning repentance, prayer, and charity. The focus is on the 
repentance - or literally to “return.” Maimonides has said it is less than ‘turning a new 
leaf, one must instead return to the land of one’s soul. 


For me and Ike, a foundation of our moral core was comic books. We bonded over 
comics. Shared our collections. Perhaps the most iconic of all characters is Superman. 
About ten years ago, he wrote me over Facebook: “There is a song called "flight" from 
the [Superman] Man of Steel soundtrack. Listen to it from start to finish. When | hear it | 
think of where | am now, versus where | should be. You make your own judgments.” For 
us, comic books were like a religion — a place of possibility, creativity, reinvention. A 
space for provocation and new ideas. 


Ike and | did not agree on everything, in fact, we disagreed quite a lot . It was precisely 
because we disagreed so much that we enjoyed arguing and debating with each other. 
It is a little valued quality, but we provoked each other constantly, developing each 
other’s ideas about the world. | think these writings help demonstrate Ike’s ever evolving 
perspectives and even may provoke you. He would be honoured that you are reading. 


This project has come together in the span of about 10 days, the period of reflection 
between Rosh Hashanah, and Yom Kippur, the day of atonement. Ike, despite his views 
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on religion, would appreciate the symbolic heaviness and ancient auspicious meanings 
of these days. In this time | have scoured the internet, digging deep into microfiche 
archives to pull up some of his past thoughts. | think it is meaningful to collect them. 


This process has been deeply cathartic. Ike wasn’t just a writer — he wrote as he spoke. 
He was a journalist, blogger, editorialist - and shared his perspective with all. Provoking 
thought and discussion. Similar to Socrates acting as a gadfly in Ancient Greece. For 
those who know him, they know this was not a compulsive act. He did so based on his 
abiding faith in humanity. His goal of truly changing hearts and minds. For many years, 
this quote sat at the bottom of his email correspondence. 


Ike eventually tur 


gE Ike Awgu 


| would just like to take a minute to say that | love all 
of you guys. Facebook has been, for me, a great 
place for debate and conversation. Happy Easter 


Monday folks. =) Ike Awgu 
© Eric Tam and 44 others ee 25,207 
a) 45 Os > If you are bored and need some holiday fun, just 
ned _ scroll through my past 6 months of Facebook posts. 
to facebook, calling his updates the “Ike © Chris Dacey and 9 others 
News Network”. These updates too will be 10 O2 


interspersed. He deeply appreciated those 
that engaged with his posts, his writing. For 8 Ike Awgu 


(2) Keanou : “* Happy Holidays to you all! Thanks 


. for being a part of my Facebook 
| was pretty seriously ill for much of the end of 2019. 


For those of you who were trying to get in touch with circle. :) 
me, sorry if | was AFK. Trying to get better in 2020. 


0 You, Trevin Stratton and 33 others 
id 35 23 iw 


which he took very seriously. 


@® Mark R. Garnes and 55 others 
nw 56 (7 
Ike, writing was a responsibility, a duty, 


By reading here, you are joining Ike’s circle. Also on Facebook, Ike explained in his 
introduction that, like Superman, he was an “Illegal immigrant from planet Krypton. 
Applying for asylum here on Earth.” His passing has left an indescribable void in our 
lives. But there is some solace - we know now that he has returned to the land of his 
soul, residing in the stars, looking down on us and provoking us into the future. 


-Jesse Gutman, September 2023 
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CHAPTER 2: POLITICS AND OTTAWA 
OTTAWA CITY COUNCIL TRIBUTE TO IKE, 1983-2023 


» Yesse Guttman 
September 13 at 1:03 PM + 
Eleven minutes into this video, today, Sept 13, 2023, Ottawa City Councillor extraordinaire 
honours and makes a tribute to . As you can see from the live link, It ts 
presented in English but the video translates it into French. 


Councillor Menard reads out in full a quote from Ike, taken from his interview in Magazine 
a few years back: 


“Most people who have ever done anything special with their lives had to ignore people around 
them telling them to blend in. You might succeed, you might fail, nothing is guaranteed in life. But 
if you're the person I'm speaking to, the person to whom this final paragraph appears is speaking, 
you'll never forgive yourself for not trying and you'll always wonder what could have been...nght 
up until your end. And there are no do-overs. To die without achieving all of your dreams is not 
tragedy; to die never having chased any of your dreams is.” 


The remarks are followed by a moment of personal reflection by the City Council for Ike. 


: ar 
= - 
Ae es ~s . _ ae 


OTTAWA CITY COUNCIL — CONSEIL MUNICIPAL D'OTTAWA 
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An Election Is Not About Change - It's About Trust 


By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Oct 6,.2015, 


October 14th of this year is my birthday -- and five days later, a less important national 
event will also be occurring -- our 42nd Canadian Federal election. Elections are 
charming things -- almost religious -- as they seem to involve the invocation of a kind of 
faith that the media and many in the political class appear to have in ordinary voters. 


Faith: the belief in something based on spiritual apprehension rather than proof. 


For example, it appears to be an article of faith that voters pay any attention whatsoever 
to local candidates -- and a related article of faith, that "star candidates" have star 
power. Stars, in a galactic sense, are an interesting phenomenon, as the light we see 
from them was emitted long ago. For all we know, the star whose light we are observing 
died before we were born -- it's light merely an illusion of its current health. 


The Orange wave that swept the NDP into power during our last federal election 
occurred with_virtually no one knowing who their local NDP candidates were (a great 
favour to the NDP, who could have ran a slate of Cats, Dogs and Ponies in that election 
and | suspect, won regardless). "Star candidates" are useful only when they are a 
bigger "star" in a riding than the leader of their party -- and infrequently indeed, does 
this occur. 


Our current election sees once more a plethora of "Star candidates" that normal 
Canadians know nothing about -- and their victory or defeat will have nothing to do with 
the very little light that these stars emit. The reality is that most people cannot name 
their local Member of Parliament and were they to meet, would forget their name within 
20 minutes as most are as charismatic as a wine cork -- but lacking the pleasure that 
comes with pulling a wine cork, as you know you will in short order be drinking wine. 


It also appears to be an article of faith that Canadian voters care deeply about "issues", 
"issues" like "controversial" legislation. In few places has this this article of faith been 
repeated as fervently as with discussion over Bill C-51 (the Anti-Terrorism Act) or Bill C- 
24 (the Canadian Citizenship Act). The former is purportedly an election issue because 
it restricts our privacy rights while the latter is an issue because it strips some people of 
Canadian Citizenship (in the interest of brevity, these are petty synopses). Both of these 
pieces of legislation are important and involve weighty issues -- certainly, but are they 
affecting voting patterns in a meaningful way? 
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No -- people who were planning on voting for Stephen Harper will not refrain from doing 
so because of this legislation and the shift between NDP and Liberal voters was bound 
to occur regardless of this issue's introduction. Outside the concentric circles of voters 
who are not quite average yet forever perceive themselves as being so, most 
Canadians have only the most vague (at best) idea what Bill C-51 or Bill C-24 are 
about, and if put to the question could not accurately repeat a single provision of either. 
Sure -- they may have an opinion on either Bill, but their opinion will be based on 
vagaries and general impressions, couched largely in their preconceived notions of 
each federal leader and their political inclinations. 


Canadians will be voting locally based on whom they want to be Prime Minister. 
"Policies" are largely irrelevant, despite what a mistaken IPSOS poll suggests (of course 
those asked if they are voting based on "personality" or "issues" will say the latter as the 
former is embarrassing and many are oblivious to the role their perception of the 
personality of each leader has affected their acceptance of important facts). 


Psychology in times such as ours cannot be overridden: there is no war in which our 
men and women are being drafted; there is no great economic depression (though we 
may be in recession) -- and in such times, personality politics will dominate. This 
election is not about change -- this election is about trust. Who do Canadians trust to 
shepherd our country though what may be a coming turbulence? The answer to that 
question, for most Canadians, will determine with whom they vote. 


See you at the polls -- wish me a belated happy birthday. 
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Will Debates Teach Canadian Politicos the Value 


of Sass? 
By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Oct-17, 2012, 


Four years ago Senator Obama squared off against Senator McCain in a town hall 
meeting for their second debate. Four years later many things were surprisingly similar - 
- the President was again in a debate with a challenger who it appeared did not like him 
personally, again facing an opponent who was older than he, and again Canadians 
were glued to their seats. 


President Obama won his first town hall debate against Senator McCain by making him 
appear ill-tempered and at times, unhinged. The President's constancy and even 
temper which have been assets for him in prior debates, were at times in question on 
Tuesday night when he appeared desperate to speak over Governor Romney. Still, the 
performance was sufficient for the President to emerge the victor and halt his 
opponent's dangerous momentum. Romney fumbled badly at times, particularly when 
saying in-artful things like, "Government does not create jobs", while running for head of 
government and promising to create jobs. Or referring to troubling sources of American 
energy as coming from "The Arabs," a point on which many around me visibly cringed. 


This election is surprisingly close -- 11 battleground states (totalling 141 electoral votes) 
were up for grabs going into Tuesday's contest. In the 2008 elections Senator Obama 
was leading John McCain in every single one of those battleground states, and in some 
of them he was ahead by double digits. Now he finds himself behind or in a position too 
close to call, often within the statistical margin of error. Obama succeeded Tuesday in 
convincing many Americans in key states like Pennsylvania or Colorado to give his 
candidacy a second look. 


It is easy to understand why Americans cared about these debates -- it is their country, 
after all. It is easy to understand why 67-million Americans watched the first Presidential 
debate and a similar number probably watched the second. What is less easy to 
understand, and more interesting, is why Canadians did. Four years ago we were glued 
to our seats watching Senator Obama debate Senator McCain and four years later, at 
the pub where | watched the debate, dozens of 20-somethings were glued to their 
stools and attentive to televisions that would ordinarily be airing hockey games or UFC 
fights. 


These folks (| checked) had no idea what a Pell Grant was -- only that they were in 
favour of more of them. They had no idea what either candidate meant by "clean coal" 
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or how The Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) would ration healthcare -- though they 
were in favour of that too. 


Another group had no clear understanding of how the U.S. Senate worked or where 
precisely Libya was, with many thinking it was in the Middle East. And yet there they sat 
-- enamored with both speakers, transfixed and opinionated. There was to them one 
candidate who shared their values and one who did not, one candidate who they wished 
desperately to win and another whose every stumble they applauded. 


Part of the Canadian attraction to American political discourse is of course the 
tremendous importance of our trade relationship. And another perhaps the historic 
nature of Barack Obama's Presidency, but neither of these reasons are satiating. 
Canadians are watching these debates because they are convinced that America and 
its values matter in the world, and that our proximity to those values means that by 
osmosis they are at least in part, Canadian values. When America behaves poorly we 
feel betrayed and embarrassed. When it appears ugly and intolerant, we feel the need 
to be its opposite, in part, because we believe that our mere presence to its North 
creates some compensating effect. 


If Justin Trudeau, Stephen Harper or Thomas Mulcair seek to inspire Canadians they 
would do well to take a page from our neighbours to the south and convince Canadians, 
no, tell them, that we are not just another country. That we are not another Norway or 
Iceland or some state in Europe that although it has a great reputation doesn't really 
matter. That Canadians have an important role to play the future of, as grand as it 
sounds, humankind. Americans already believe they do. 
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Is It Possible That Rob Ford Is Actually a Great 
Mayor? 
By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Nov 5, 2013, 12:17 PM EST 


| am a fan of Rob Ford. He is an inspiration, for if Rob Ford can be Mayor of North 
America's fourth largest city, anyone can be Mayor of North America's fourth largest 
city. Ford has shown the world that anyone can do anything they put their minds to -- 
though it does help if you're a millionaire first. | am a fan of Ford not only for who he 
inspires but also who he incenses -- the downtown Toronto elite, and this is one of the 
reasons he still (for now) inspires allegiance among so many Torontonians outside the 
downtown core. 


An idea not seen anywhere apart from this column: what if one of the reasons Toronto 
is SO prosperous is precisely because its Mayor is too befuddled and unimaginative to 
interfere in any serious way with the functioning of the city? What if Mayor Ford is great 
precisely because he does little to nothing? And what if that's the reason so much of the 
city still surreptitiously supports him? From him the voters know precisely what they will 
get -- no wide ranging attempts at social engineering, no farsighted schemes based on 
the ideas of some obscure social interest group -- but instead a focus on cutting taxes 
and controlling spending. 


Say what you will about Ford and his "extracurricular" habits, Toronto has a thriving 
economy and remains Canada's economic engine. To pretend no credit for this belongs 
to the Mayor is to be disingenuous, as were the opposite the case, the Mayor's critics 
would lambaste him as the architect of Toronto's decline. 


What many people don't understand is that the Mayor's weaknesses are also his 
strength -- he does not sound like an intellectual; someone whose end products are 
"ideas" as opposed to things like microprocessors or pharmaceutical drugs. Many 
ordinary people have a natural distrust of intellectuals as they tend to be the architects 
of enormous disasters and frequently believe that although they are indeed more 
intelligent than the average person, their intelligence can serve as a replacement for the 
collective experiences of average, less intelligent people. 


Intellectuals like Michael Ignatieff found this out the hard way; to be politically 
successful, intellectuals must mask their true intellect -- which Barack Obama does 
quite often when he slurs his speech and talks about "folks" or "ya'll" and Bill Clinton 
had down to a science. To be successful, intellectuals must reveal their true nature only 
in the presence of other intellectuals, which is why American politicians (who are 
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experts in this regard) will talk to the media (a collection of intellectuals) one way and 
ordinary folks at a rally in another. 


This is why so many of the elite hate Rob Ford -- ultimately, he is not one of them. 


Yet Harvard product, David Miller, more palatable to fellow intellectuals, did not produce 
a more prosperous city. And had George Smitherman been successful, another 
candidate more palatable to the elite (who admitted to experimenting with drugs), he 
would not have produced a city with more jobs or any more opportunities. And there 
would most certainly still be scandal, just not of the variety one might see on an episode 
of The Wire. 


Ford is down, certainly, but it's always darkest before the dawn. Canadians are dying for 
excitement in politics and Ford, like a pizza shop, is delivering it straight to their door. 
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Running for mayor 


By Ike Awgu, BA/05 (law) 
Panorama, Carleton University 
Fall 2005 


| was sitting in a boardroom at the Ottawa Citizen waiting to be interviewed about my 
candidacy for mayor when | arrived at an epiphany. 


| realized that youth, including myself, 
routinely embraced a comforting but 
misguided notion that if we didn’t bother 
voting or paying attention to politics, then 
someone else would and everything would 
be fine. | now realize this is as mucha 
reality as Swiss cheese is bulletproof. 


In the months before the election, I’d made 
the decision to run for mayor with the hope 
that the novelty of my candidacy (being so 
young) would serve to highlight issues of 
particular importance to my demographic. 
Issues like safety at night, voter apathy, 
and affordable housing were topics | felt were being drowned in an ocean of rhetoric 
about bilingualism and English-French relations. Our city faced far more pressing and 
relevant problems that needed attention. 


Running for mayor was a wake-up call, the type that goes off in the middle of the night 
with all your speakers blaring and a 10-man cymbal band rushing into your room. Quite 
literally, aside from myself and one other candidate (excluding the mayor) there were no 
serious candidates for the mayor's replacement — this in our nation’s capital. 
Thankfully, | discovered at a young age that the void our absence creates is often 
unfilled. Had | not ran for mayor, it’s unlikely that safety at night (which later became an 
issue) would have been highlighted, or that topics such as affordable housing and voter 
apathy would have been discussed. It has been said that democracy is based on the 
conviction that there are extraordinary possibilities in ordinary people. 


As for how young people can become involved politically, they can do so in the same 
way that older people do. They can work for candidates, become candidates, or at the 
very least vote and talk to their potential representatives on the phone. It’s remarkable 
the amount of insight one can gain into the character of candidates after speaking to 
them for five minutes. 


Ike Awgu, BA/05, was a 19 year-old law student when he ran for mayor. He is currently 
a columnist for the Ottawa Sun and runs his own business. 
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TAKING THE BULL BY THE HORNS: Two 
Carleton students enter municipal election race 


by WILL STOS, Charlatan Staff, October 2, 2003, The Charlatan 


Two Carleton students have taken the plunge into city politics by registering as 
candidates for the Nov. 10 municipal elections. 


Second year economics and law student Ike Awgu will be on the ballot for mayor and 
Clayton Erickson, a second year Public Affairs and policy management student, is vying 
to become councillor of Capital Ward. 


Although both candidates say they face an uphill battle and say they are realistic about 
their chances of winning, Awgu and Erickson say the campaign will allow them to 
promote their ideas and hopetully influence decision-makers at city hall. 


"I'm a realist says Awgu, whose campaign team consists of mostly Carleton students. 
"But if the things | bring up are listened to, then I've already won.” 


... Awgu says his interest in municipal politics first started after a close friend was killed 
in a tragic car accident while skateboarding on a street several years ago. 


When a candidate for Awgu's ward came to his door while campaigning during the 
election following the accident, he asked about the possibility of creating a skate park to 
prevent further injuries. Stunned by the amount of red tape a proposal faced, Awgu 
decided something needed to at city hall. 


"I decided to run because a lot of issues | was concerned with weren't being dealt with,” 
he says. 


Awgu's platform includes pledges to combat voter apathy, improve safety at 

night, institute official bilingualism, create more affordable housing and fight for a fair tax 
deal with Queen's Park. 

Originally Awgu considered running for councillor, but he says he decided to run for 
mayor because as a young person running for a major position, he feels he would 
garner more attention and his platform would get more coverage in the media. 


Both municipal candidates say they hope to attract students to help with 
their campaign, to compensate for extremely small budgets. 


"[Mayor] Bob Chiarelli has probably spent as much on coffee for his workers 
as I've spent on the whole campaign," laughs Awgu. 


Awgu also has a Web site detailing his platform at www.ikeformayor.ca. 
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Municipal election races boast record number of 
minorities 
Pauline Tam, With files from Kris Westwood 


The Ottawa Citizen 
; Ottawa, Ont.. 01 Nov 2003: D1 Front. 


It was only his second visit to City Hall, but it galvanized Ike Awgu to run for mayor of 
Ottawa. 


The occasion was a rowdy public meeting, held shortly after Bell-South Nepean 
Councillor Jan Harder suggested "non- whites" from other parts of the city were 
responsible for a street brawl among youths in Barrhaven. 


At the meeting, Mr. Awgu was appalled to hear people heckling and hurling insults at 
each other. On one side were those who supported Ms. Harder; on the other were those 
who labelled her comments racist and wanted the outspoken councillor censured. 


Mr. Awgu, who is of Caribbean and African ancestry, had hoped to add his voice to the 
debate, but the chaotic atmosphere put him off. "| was so upset by her comments, and | 
just thought it was unbelievable that so many people in the city saw nothing wrong with 
that," he says. 


While he admits the incident motivated him to run, it has not figured prominently in his 
campaign. Indeed, despite likely being the first black candidate to run for mayor in 
Ottawa's history, Mr. Awgu, 20, has shied away from any mention of race. 


He has also sidestepped issues dealing with race relations. 


"| think | have enough trouble being taken seriously as a candidate because of my age, 
never mind the colour of my skin as well," he says. 


Mr. Awgu is not the only candidate reluctant to wade into the sensitive issues facing a 
city being transformed by multiculturalism and immigration. In an election boasting a 
record number of visible minorities running for municipal office, the concerns of ethnic 
minorities and new immigrants have been noticeably absent from public debate. 


The omission is significant at a time when Ottawa is struggling to meet the needs of a 
growing visible minority population facing inequities in housing, jobs and education. 


Indeed, despite the fact that the city's visible minority population is outpacing visible 
minority representation in political life, few candidates in this election see themselves as 
a voice for ethnic communities. 


[...] 
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'A bright future ahead of him' 


Ike Awgu finished third, but made even the mayor a fan 


Deachman, Bruce, The Ottawa Citizen 
Ottawa, Ont.. 11 Nov 2003: B14. 


Even Mayor Bob Chiarelli jumped on Ike Awgu's bandwagon. 


"There was an expression when Eisenhower was running for president,” said Mr. 
Chiarelli. "| Like Ike.' Well, | like Ike today in Ottawa. He's a very, very bright, articulate 
young man, and he has a bright future ahead of him. | think he has a lot to offer 
whatever milieu he ends up in." 


The 20-year-old Carleton University law and economics student came in third in the 
mayoralty race, a distant third, securing 5,274 votes, or 2.9 per cent. 


"I'm disappointed by the spread, but after doing something like this, especially with the 
small organization | had, it's really hard to be disappointed," Mr. Awgu said. "I'm feeling 
good, so far, I'm happy about it." 


Mr. Awgu knew he had a better chance of winning a council seat than defeating Mr. 
Chiarelli for mayor. But he made a splash, putting himself on the political map, 
campaigning against apathy and for community safety. 


Mr. Awgu worked all night Sunday, staying up until 6 a.m. delivering pamphlets to 
residences at both Ottawa and Carleton Universities. He was back at it yesterday 
afternoon, this time meeting students in Carleton's cafeteria and urging them to get out 
and vote. 


"| think anyone, aside from Bob Chiarelli, who expects to win is a bit of a fool," he said 
as the campaign wound down. 


Yet his success in running a clean, simple issue-oriented campaign, all on under $2,000 
in contributions, vaulted his profile higher than even he expected. At the end he had 
hoped to finish higher than rival Terry Kilrea. 


"The notion that I've got from him was that if you don't have a lot of money, you were 
frivolous," Mr. Awgu said. "Frivolity is not based on the size of your bank accounts. It's 
based on the contents of your ideas." 


Mr. Awgu decided to run for mayor because he wanted to bring issues to the debating 


table that he felt were being ignored, as well as offer a reasonable alternative to Mr. 
Chiarelli. 
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"| wanted to give sane people an alternative," he added. "I think there are a lot of things 
that (Mr. Chiarelli) has done wrong in this city, and | think people wanted somewhere to 
put their votes. And | think that | was a more sensible alternative than, say, Mr. Kilrea -- 
at least for those of us who believe in including everyone in Ottawa." 


He added that he felt Mr. Chiarelli failed to address voter apathy -- one of Mr. Awgu's 
pet issues -- and mishandled the issue of community safety, a topic that became a 
primary election issue due, in large part, to Mr. Awgu's pressure. 


The other issues Mr. Awgu focused on during the campaign included the O-Train (he 
supports it), bilingualism, affordable housing and taxation. Mr. Awgu had clearly put a lot 
of thought into those issues before speaking to them, coming up with reasonable 
solutions. 


"Of the so-called ‘other’ candidates," said CFRA-radio host Steve Madely, "I found him 
to be very impressive, in that he had thought through a number of the issues. 


"He had a real clarity of thought," added Mr. Madely. 
"| don't agree with his politics, but | sure had respect for 
how he was presenting his thoughts. 


Mr. Madely clearly wasn't the only person impressed by Mr. Awgu's performance during 
the campaign. Even the mayor tipped his cap to his opponent. 


"Being mayor," added Mr. Chiarelli, "is not an entry-level job, and | know that he had 
good reasons to run. He wanted the experience and he wanted the platform to get his 
ideas out, and those are all good causes. But | think that had he run for council, he 
might have actually won." 


Mr. Awgu is a former co-president at Sir Robert Borden high school and has also been 
involved in community organizations, notably the United Way, where he sat on the 
youth allocations panel, helping decide how to disburse $50,000 to youth projects. 


He knows he had a better chance of winning a council seat. "If | had run for city council 
or school board," he admitted, "although | might have had a better chance of winning, | 
don't think the ideas I've been trying to get out would have gotten nearly as much 
attention. It's more of a splash this way." 


"What's more important?" he added. "Me actually winning, or the issues that | care 
about being changed or improved? | thought that option B was more important." 


Yet he isn't ruling out another possible kick at municipal politics, and today begins 
analysing his month-long crusade to bring forth issues he feels passionate about. 


20 


The Writings of Ike J. Awgu 


"It really depends on what kind of taste is left in my mouth," he said, "what kind of 
overall impression I'm left with when the entire process is done. If | feel good about it, 
then | could see myself doing it again. 


Illustration 
Colour Photo: Kier Gilmour, The Ottawa Citizen / University student Ike Awgu, 20, spent 


less than $2,000 on his bid to be mayor and, despite finishing third, impressed many 
with his simple, issue- oriented campaign. 
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Competing in the ‘arena of ideas’ 


McCooey, Paula, The Ottawa Citizen 
Ottawa, Ont.. 03 Nov 2003: D3. 


Twenty-year-old Ike Awgu knows his chances of being elected mayor on Nov. 10 are 
slim, but he has important things to say, and he wants to be heard. 


"| ran not necessarily to win," says Mr. Awgu. "I ran to bring attention to some things 
that | thought were important." 


The Carleton student (he's studying economics and law) is convinced he can "contribute 
to debate and compete in the arena of ideas." An Ontario scholar who's achieved 
academic excellence in high school and university, he has many. 


Mr. Awgu describes himself as a fiscal conservative with a social conscience. A slick 
website, www.ikeformayor.ca, maps out his stance on a wide array of topics -- 
bilingualism, affordable housing, taxes, youth apathy -- and is his primary means of 
reaching voters. He has also been speaking at universities and high schools across the 
city. 


On affordable housing: The responsibility should rest on the shoulders of private 
industry and the province, which hasn't provided adequate funding. He points out that, 
in 1995, the province downloaded the social housing responsibility to municipalities and 
private sector rental production dropped to fewer than 200 units per year in the late '90s 
from 1,800 units in 1987. 


He favours offering an incentive to encourage private industry to build affordable 
housing. 


On safety: Mr. Awgu feels violence in Ottawa is on the rise, even though police statistics 
suggest otherwise. He is convinced statistics on assaults get distorted because of the 
number of incidents that go unreported. 


He's provide better lighting and hire more police officers -- "between 400 to 500." 

On transportation: Mr. Awgu favours the O-Train specifically, and light-rail in general, to 
give people an alternative to driving a car. But he thinks it would be fiscally irresponsible 
to widen the Queensway, as well. 

On taxes: "If taxes needed to be raised, I'd raise them between three and four per cent, 


which | think should raise somewhere in the neighbourhood of $30 million. Of course it 
would be a last resort. I'm sure it's a last resort for any candidate." 
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On bilingualism: "I think it's important that the city in some way recognize bilingualism, 
so I'm in favour of our bylaw getting entrenched by the province." 


Mr. Awgu gained most of his work experience at the Ottawa Carleton District School 
board, where he consulted on the board's curriculum, and at the United Way, where he 
worked on the "youth allocations panel" that decided which youth groups receive 
funding. 

Illustration 


Colour Photo: Pat McGrath, The Ottawa Citizen / Ike Awgu is an Ontario scholar. 
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Youth movement slowly gains ground 


Heartfield, Kate, The Ottawa Citizen 
Ottawa, Ont.. 11 Nov 2003: B12. 


My indecision is more than just a personal failing. It is a sign of some of the good things 
about this election: Several wards have lots of candidates for councillor (mine, Rideau- 
Vanier, has six.) There are several candidates for mayor. And there are a lot of issues. 
Who said this election was boring? 


"I've had far too many of my opponents’ supporters come over to me and say, ‘what a 
delightful young man,’ " says Todd Mattila- Hartman, with an indulgent laugh. He is 27 
and ran in River Ward. 


John Bell, who is 28 and ran for mayor, says he wasn't relying on his youth to 
recommend him to voters, but on a complete platform. He may have been making a dig 
at his opponent, 20-year-old Ike Awgu, but he has a point. Young candidates too often 
throw their hats into the ring to gain experience, to widen the field or to encourage 
young people to vote, but flesh out their opinions on only two or three issues and forget 
the rest. This shows a lack of respect for those people who walk to candidates’ 
meetings in the freezing rain. 


As Sunday night turned into Monday morning, | started to worry. | still hadn't made my 
choices for mayor or councillor. | was even thinking of becoming one of those journalists 
who think it's unethical for journalists to vote, just so | could get out of making the 
decision. 


My indecision is more than just a personal failing. It is a sign of some of the good things 
about this election: Several wards have lots of candidates for councillor (mine, Rideau- 

Vanier, has six.) There are several candidates for mayor. And there are a lot of issues. 

Who said this election was boring? 


And it has plenty of young candidates, people whose life stories are unfamiliar to us 
citizens. While that, too, can make deciding on a candidate difficult, it is a very good 
thing for Ottawa. If only so many of them weren't underdogs. 


| wrote a column in April urging more young people to run for council, so I'm gratified to 
see so many do so. They took the chance that voters, opponents or the media would 
pillory them -- or, worse, ignore them. Or that they'd blank on a question in an all- 
candidates’ meeting. Or that -- egad -- they'd win. 


In the final days of the campaign, | called up five of the candidates under 30, and asked 


them how they had found the experience. Had the other candidates, the media and the 
public treated them seriously? 
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"I've had far too many of my opponents’ supporters come over to me and Say, ‘what a 
delightful young man,’ " says Todd Mattila- Hartman, with an indulgent laugh. He is 27 
and ran in River Ward. 


But he says most voters are less judgmental, and many of his strongest supporters are 
seniors. And he says the other candidates have generally treated him with respect. 


"| do feel that I'm kind of looked down upon as a young person," said Clayton Erickson, 
who is 19 and ran in Capital Ward. "But the general public has received me quite well." 


As well they should. When | was 19, | don't remember most of my peers having more on 
their mind than balancing midterms against their new ability to drink legally. 


"Most of the comments | got were, ‘Even if you don't win this time, you've got to keep at 
it," " said Natasha Duckworth, who is 27 and ran in Rideau-Vanier. 


In fact, all the young candidates | called said the same thing: While opponents might 
occasionally stoop to condescend, voters take everyone seriously who has something 
serious to say. They said voters seem to appreciate the fact that my generation cares 
about the city's finances, or public transit and roads, or managing development. 


And voters care about these issues. | know because about 200 of them joined me in the 
freezing rain, when the roads were treacherous for cars or boots, to go to a candidates' 
meeting in Sandy Hill last week. 


John Bell, who is 28 and ran for mayor, says he wasn't relying on his youth to 
recommend him to voters, but on a complete platform. He may have been making a dig 
at his opponent, 20-year-old Ike Awgu, but he has a point. Young candidates too often 
throw their hats into the ring to gain experience, to widen the field or to encourage 
young people to vote, but flesh out their opinions on only two or three issues and forget 
the rest. This shows a lack of respect for those people who walk to candidates’ 
meetings in the freezing rain. 


Mr. Bell finds the relative lack of ideas coming from young candidates frustrating: "At 
this point in the race, let's put some platforms together and stop running on issues that 
aren't really issues," he says. "It would be nice to shake the established approach to 
politics." 


Then there's the fact that young candidates with new ideas can be so often ignored 
because they're young. I'm happy to see so many candidates under 30, but | wish they 
were front-runners. Not all young candidates are Alex Munters, who was first elected to 
Kanata Council at age 23, but some have what it takes to make good councillors. 


"People are cynical and demanding change, and then when you do try to get out there 
and be idealistic and fresh, they don't take it seriously," says Mr. Mattila-Hartman. 
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Perhaps that's why so few of the candidates in this election are taking bold stands on 
real issues. But what's the point of having a lot of candidates if you can't tell them apart? 


With some stronger and better-communicated platforms from newcomers in the next 
election, maybe voters will have an easier time making up their minds. 


Kate Heartfield is an Ottawa freelance writer. 
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The Many Flaws of CUSA 


Ike Awgu, February 5, 2004, The Charlatan [Ed Note: CUSA is the Carleton 
University Student Association] 


Ike Awgu, Third-year law and economics student who has a million bones to pick with 
CUSA, 


Brace yourselves students, its election time again for CUSA. Be sure to bring your 
earplugs to class, especially if you are allergic to insincerity and vague ideas on how to 
fix the many problems facing this troubled and largely-impotent organization. 


Troubled, because nearly 90 per cent of the students consistently decide the elections 
are not even worth participating in. Impotent, because the organization’s problems lay in 
its very structure. Pathetic, because there will be few, if any candidates serious about 
more than the one-line slogans advertising their slates or the illustrious chance of 
‘representing’ the 10 per cent of students who bother to vote. 


Most people don’t vote because they feel uninformed and believe it would be 
irresponsible. Ironically, most don’t make the effort to become informed, which creates a 
circular problem. 


For those who don’t know what CUSA has been up to the past few years, I'll elaborate 
on some of the low points. Oliver's has been losing on average nearly $100,000 per 
year. Rooster’s, the other campus hangout that CUSA operates has lost nearly the 
same amount. What’s that? You don’t know what Rooster’s is? Rooster’s is a coffee 
shop where one third of the seats are taken up by Tim Horton’s customers, the other by 
people just ‘chilling’, and the rest by people who actually bought something. Oliver's and 
Roosters have lost over a million dollars in the past 10 years. This is not a typo: | said 
$1 million. 


CUSA needs to decide whether it wants to run Oliver's and Rooster’s like a business or 
like service centres. We (the students) cannot infinitely afford to be hemorrhaging 
money like bricks through a wet diaper. If CUSA chooses the business model, they 
need to streamline their operations and cut their losses. If they choose the service 
centre model, they need to decide whether these centres provide a service worth $1 
million over 10 years. 


The very structure of CUSA creates problems. It has assets worth hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in various capital and financial investments. Being treasurer of 
CUSA is not like being treasurer of your high school student council or taking care of the 
budget for the Granola Club. Many candidates don’t even have relevant past 
experience. It is ridiculous to have CUSA elections every year. 
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By the time counsellors have learned to do a good, effective job, it’s election time all 
over again. For some counsellors running for re-election, the year ends even earlier so 
they can start campaigning. 


| am avery annoying guy, yet even with my constant harassment, | wasn’t able to get a 
forward of the minutes from CUSA meetings, something that takes two minutes to send 
over email. And I’m a writer for the Ottawa Sun, a newspaper with a circulation of over 
200,000 people! Imagine Joe Blow in first year trying to get some information around 
election time. Joe better believe in Jesus, cause he’s going to need a miracle. 


Any candidate serious about solving CUSA’s problems will need more than a cheap 
slogan and nice teeth — they will need real solutions to CUSA’s real problems. 
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‘This time, I'm running to win’ 
Ike Awgu has learned a thing or two since his last encounter with municipal politics, 
Neco Cockburn writes. 


Cockburn, Neco, The Ottawa Citizen 
Ottawa, Ont.. 09 Jan 2010: C.2. 


This time around, Ike Awgu is looking to win. 


Much has changed since 2003, when Awgu, then 20, finished third in the race to 
become Ottawa's mayor and received praise for a well-run campaign and his 
performance. 


Awgu knew he was unlikely to win the mayor's job then, but campaigned to bring out 
issues he believed in. 


Seven years later, he has registered to run for a council seat this fall in Bay, where the 
competition has been left wide open after sitting councillor Alex Cullen declared he'll run 
for mayor. 


Two other candidates, George Guirguis and Mark Taylor, a former aide to Jim Watson, 
have also registered. 


Awgu, now 26, said he hopes voters will recognize his vision for the ward and the city. 
"The last time | ran, a passion for the public service was kindled in me," he said. "It grew 
as | grew." 


Awgu said he wants Ottawa to become an inspiring city, with good transit and moderate 
tax increases, "where despite your short stature, you never think you can't do 
something." 


Taxes, stemming sewage overflow into the Ottawa River and crime are among the 
important issues for Bay residents, he said. 


Awgu would like to see tax increases in line with inflation and said the city should lobby 
the province to relieve the tax burden on residents. 


Sewage run-off into the river should be prevented by building underground holding 
tanks, he said, which is what city staff want to do. He also backs crime-reduction 
programs and says neighbourhood watches should be encouraged. 


Since his run for mayor, Awgu has finished his studies in law and economics at Carleton 


University and received a law degree from Queen's University. He was working at a 
corporate law firm in Toronto, he said, when he felt a familiar pull. 
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"| felt that | had more to offer the world than simply being another good attorney. It was 
then that | started to rediscover the spirit that | had for public service." 


Awgu returned to Ottawa about nine months ago, and is vice-president at LIKO 
Corporation, his family's real estate and property development company, where he 
handles legal issues and day-to-day property management. 


Awgu said the city "seems a lot more bleak" since 2003. The trial of Mayor Larry O'Brien 
was "a bit of a black eye" for the city, even though O'Brien was cleared of influence- 
peddling charges, he said. 


Awgu said the city had been making some headway in 2003 on issues such as 
transportation, but now often gets bogged down in "petty bickering" among councillors 
who often don't have a vision for the city. 


"The bleakness extends to council itself," he said. "It's almost seemed as though time 
has stood still, but people have become more upset and, in a sense, more 
disenfranchised." 


Awgu, who lives downtown, said he grew up in and around Bay ward and when he 
heard that Cullen might run for mayor, he saw a perfect opportunity to re-enter city 
politics. 


A former co-president of the student council at Sir Robert Borden high school, Awgu 
has also been involved in community associations, including the United Way where he 
sat on a funding panel for youth projects. 


He also consulted on the Ottawa Carleton District School board's curriculum and sat on 
a City of Ottawa budget advisory team. 


Awgu was studying at Carleton when he finished a distant third in the 2003 mayoralty 
race, with 5,394 votes, or 2.9 per cent. 


Bob Chiarelli, who was re-elected mayor that year, called him a "very, very bright, 
articulate young man." 


Awgu ran that campaign on under $2,000 in contributions, and said he will need more 
funding this time to have a good shot at winning. That's one of the reasons he 
registered early and launched his website, www.welikeike.ca. 

Awgu said he has matured since his last political run. 

"I'm very proud of that, but this time I'm running to win," he said. "I don't think my age 


should be a disadvantage of any kind, and | think that when constituents see us in 
debates and see us talking about the issues, it will be less than irrelevant." 
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Bay ward candidate has vision for the city 


Stevens, Rosalyn, Ottawa West EMC 
Ottawa, Ont.. 22 Jan 2010: 5. 


EMC News -- Ike Awgu considers his age both a gift and a curse. 


At 26, Mr. Awgu said he believes his youth would be a great benefit for residents of Bay 
ward, should they elect him their representative around the council table. 


While some may view his age as a sign of inexperience, Mr. Awgu said he's always 
been ahead of the curve, having completed a law degree at the age of 24 and with two 
years of law practice under his belt. 


Currently, he is vice president of a large, multi-million-dollar company, LIKO 
Corporation, which deals with real estate and property development. 


Having grown up in the ward, Mr. Awgu said he feels he has a connection with the area, 
leading him to the decision to run for councillor. In 2006, Mr. Awgu ran for mayor. 


"In a larger sense, [I'm running] because | have a vision for the city," he said. 


That vision includes a bettered transit system, cleaner river, and lower crime rates. He 
said he wants to see greater involvement in community safety partnerships, like 
Neighbourhood Watch and the United Neighbours project, run by the Pinecrest 
Queensway Community Health Centre. 


He said he also wants to see greater emphasis on programs like Youth on the Move. In 
his younger years, Mr. Awgu said he joined that program and made many friends he 
remains in contact with today. 


"So these programs are free," he added. "I'm sure everybody can appreciate that." 


Regarding taxes, candidates need to be realistic wnen making pledges, he noted. While 
it would be nice to say taxes won't increase, or even that taxes would stay directly in line 
with inflation, Mr. Awgu said he knows taxes must increase. However, he pledges to 
fight for a reasonable level of tax increase in order to sustain and build the city. 


"Saying things like zero tax increases, that's not only [untrue] but it's patently illogical," 
he said. 


Another focus, he said, is making Ottawa a centre with attractive employment 


opportunities for professionals, those with post-secondary education who are not 
looking to work in government. 
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"One of the problems with Ottawa in the aggregate, we seem to push out a lot of people 
who are exceptional," he said, explaining that each year when college and university 
students graduate, there is a sort of "mass exodus" of highly trained professionals from 
the city. 


For information on Mr. Awgu's campaign, visit www.welikeike.ca. 

Colour Photo: / Ike Awgu, 26, had registered his candidacy for the 2010 municipal 
election. Mr. Awgu, who ran for mayor in the 2006 election, is seeking a seat to 
represent Bay ward. [142016-44287 jpg]; 

Credit: Ottawa West EMC 

Illustration 

Colour Photo: Ike Awgu, 26, had registered his candidacy for the 2010 municipal 


election. Mr. Awgu, who ran for mayor in the 2006 election, is seeking a seat to 
represent Bay ward.; Caption: 
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More candidates -- including Ike Awgu 


David Reevely 
Published Jan 06, 2010 


Bay ward’s getting crowded for the October election — former mayoral candidate Ike 
Awgu isn’t formally listed as a nominated candidate yet, but he says he’s in and he’s got 
a heck of a website. You may remember his campaign for mayor in 2003, when he was 
19 and really very impressive. (| may even have voted for him. | certainly thought about 
it.) Now he’s got a law degree and a real job and is running for a council seat, rather 
than mayor, which is probably more realistic. 


Also in today is Mark Scharfe in Osgoode, head of the Ramsayville Community 
Association. We've written about him recently as an opponent of the Orgaworld 


composting plant. 
And Robert G. Gauthier, a frequent candidate in various Ottawa wardsandridings and a 


guy who’s fought a somewhat quixotic battle all the way to the UN to get into the 
Parliamentary press gallery. 
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INN - IKE NEWS NETWORK BRIEFING #1 


8 Ike Awgu 

Sin 10 20D» @ 
Government must do everything in its power to 
forestall massive layoffs. Should be considered 
as serious as a war. Lives are at stake, not just 
because of the virus. Livelihoods threatened. 


Ancillary casualties (suicide, depression) could 
be serious. Share this widely. 


o DO 


By 


} Ike Awgu 
Mar 16,7020) % 


Remember how your elected representatives 

behaved at this moment. This is what governments 
exist to do -- this moment is what leadership exists 
to serve. Tax policy minutia or where a road may or 


may not be built, are trivial matters easily corrected. 


This is why your vote matters. 
© Steve Kuhnle-and 21 others 


wm 22 D2 a 


ee Oct 92019» © 


g Ike Awgu is feeling inspired. 


"I'm not really into politics. Anyway, let me tell you 
how much | hate my job, my boss, my landlord, my 
shitty health insurance, my student loans, my cities 
public transportation and the fact that | come home 
too tired to do anything every day." Please vote, 
people. 


© You, Mark R. Garnes and 44 others 


ae 46 O5 a4 


i . Ike Awgu Ree 
rs Feb 4, 2022 - 23 


Question: If | just want to park illegally downtown 
can | wear a baseball cap and say I'm a Trucker so | 
don't get ticketed? Maybe have a "F&SK Trudeau" 
sticker to make it seem legit? Any other laws | can 
ignore? Asking for a friend. 


© You, Mark R. Garnes and 73 others 
de 75 © 23 


A 8 Ike Awgu shared a memory. eae 


fun 7,20 


1] Ike Awgu 

Jun 7, 2013 
One night in the House of Commons, Churchill, 
after imbibing a few drinks, stumbled into 
Bessie Braddock, a corpulent Labourite member 
from Liverpool. An angry Bessie straightened 


her clothes and addressed the British 
statesman. 


"Winston," she roared. "You are drunk, and 
what's more, you are disgustingly drunk." 


Churchill, surveying Bessie, replied, "And might | 
say, Mrs. Braddock, you are ugly, and what's 
more, disgustingly ugly. But tomorrow,’ Churchill 
added, "I shall be sober." 


iE). Ike Awgu 
a Feb 1,2017 + & 


Taxes are like membership fees 
for countries. 


© Steve Kuhnle and 17 others 


ww jula, 2016+ & 
Best country in the world. Happy 
Canada Day! 


7 8 Ike Awgu 
| didn't like Rob Ford because he was perfect, | liked 
him because he was so flawed. RIP. 
© Steve Kuhnle and 20 others 
a2) 0 a 


5 Ike Awgu 
Mar 22 O16 % 


RIP Rob Ford: A politician who didn't just claim to 
speak for the oppressed, but actually spoke to the 
oppressed. My favorite Mayor of all time. *Hat Tip: 
Stephen Hutchison* 


© Chris Dacey and 13 others 


a 14 a Ps 
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CHAPTER 3: HUMOUR 


Tort Law Back 


| | 


Ike as a judge in the viral law school parody video, “Bring Tort Law Back”, 2007 


Youtube: https://youtube.com/watch?v=x0zecaMPyrl 
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lke’s Unparalleled Sense of Humour 


‘ | Ike Awgu 
= May 10,2016 - © 


If a Vegan does Crossfit which do 
they talk about first? 


© Sarika Naidoo and 45 others 


1) 46 Ve a 


“6. ike Awgu 
} Jun 3,2016- & 


| should invest in gorilla suits now 
before the Halloween rush hits. 


@ You, Trevin Stratton and 11 others 


af 13 (2 a 


8 Ike Awgu 
: Feb 24,2015 - 2 


If you're a creative person, you can be cautious or 
you can be creative. You cannot be both. 


© Trevin Stratton and 4 others 


05 a) 


fT . Ike Awgu 
‘ Feb 24, 2015 


Betty White is older than sliced bread. Betty White 


was born in 1922 and sliced bread was introduced in 


1928. 
O5 
m5 @) 


FF Ike Awgu 
: May 19,2016 - © 


Beatboxers must be really good at demonstrating 


the noise their car has been making when they bring 


it to a mechanic. 
© Michael Steinberg and 13 others 


14 o) a 


I=) Ike Awgu 
= Jul 28,2015 + 338 


Imagine if people put as much emphasis, desirability 


and effort into mental health as they did physical 
health. Gym selfies would look like "just worked 
through some baggage with my therapist! 
#mentalgains #brainspiration" Think of all those 
people with countless selfies who are deluded 
narcissists. 


@ You, Lisa Erin Anne Whitney and 38 others 


sé 40 (10 


“)\) tke Awgu 
Dec 11, 2014 - 


"To whom it may concern" would 
be a good way to start an 
agnostic's prayer. 


© Erica Diener and 3 others 


m4 e) 


J \ Ike Awgu 
Dec 11,2014 - & 


NYC police officer shot - guess what happened? 
http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=kua_XMVZg3A 


O1 
v1 3 


4 Ike Awgu 
=~ Dec 11,2014 - 3 


Now that The Pirate Bay is based at a .cr domain 
(Costa Rica) they truly are The Pirates of the 
Caribbean. 
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“@)\. Ike Awgu 
Sep 15,2014 + &8 


Tip: Dont get a neck tattoo. 


© Mark R. Garnes and 29 others 


30 


‘g Ike Awgu 
Z Sep 8,2014- & 


The time people spend in trying to impress others 
they could spend in doing the things by which others 
would be impressed. 


© 22 


14 


mr 22 D4 


Google searches for "Toronto, Canada" went up 
seventy-fold in the past week, Toronto's official 
tourism website received nine times more hits and 
hotels are reporting record occupancy. #Fordnation 


© Roshan Chandrasena and 15 others 


w 16 O03 


‘g Ike Awgu 
r Nov 7, 2013 + 2 


Rob Ford: The mayor who put 
Toronto on the map for good. 


8 


08 O2 


8 Ike Awgu 
Nov 5, 2013 « & 


Friends, countrymen, IMAGINE the Halloween 
costumes that could have been had the Ford 
Scandal broke only a week earlier! What a shame! 
#drunkenstupor 


AAR 


Ike Awgu 


g Jun 29,2014: & 
My Grandfather had the heart of 
lion and a lifetime ban from the 


New York City zoo. 


@ Steve Wollock and 14 others 


[Z| Ike Awgu 
4 Dec 10, 201 
Seeing someone reading a book 


you love is like seeing a book 
recommend a person. 


© Sarika Naidoo and 42 others 
43 


8 Ike Awgu 
Nov 6, 2012 - &8 


Tomorrow | plan to write a column on why [Insert 
winner's name here]'s victory was inevitable. 


©4 


4 


v4 03 


i@ ac 

Should | start writing again for the 
Huffington Post & Globe and Mail? 
Or naaah? 

oO 11 


v)11 9 
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Ottawa and Its Culture 


@OttawaReallySucks, Circa 2010: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8Y 9kluW2PQ 


Michael: | hate Ottawa. | wish | had never moved here. | hate the city so damn much. 


Laura: Really I'm sorry to hear that, Michael. Why is it you hate Ottawa? | love living 
here. 


Michael: Of course you do, but Laura you are a boring person. This city is perfect for 
you. 


Laura: | am NOT a boring person. | do plenty of exciting things. | love to go camping out 
in Gatineau Park for example. 


Michael: Where | grew up we call that living like a homeless person. “oh what a thrill.” 
I'll never understand why so many of you glorify Camping. Street people live that reality 
every day. Ottawa is a dull and boring city because most of the people who live here are 
dull and boring it is a city whose culture celebrates a version to risk nepotism and 
mediocrity. 


Laura: You're just being a jerk just because you are not enjoying the city doesn't mean 
you can insult everyone who does. 


Michael: Sorry, I'm just stating facts. 


Laura: Facts - more like your opinion. How about you prove to me how the things you 
said about Ottawa are true. 


Michael: | can prove it to you, Laura, but you are just going to be insulted. 
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Laura: That's just not true, | don't care enough about you to be insulted. Tell me how 
the things you've said about Ottawa are true. 


Michael: All right, let's begin with you Laura how did you get - your job here at Statistics 
Canada? 


Laura: | applied while in University and was accepted to a part-time position. When | 
graduated they took me on full-time. What's so suspicious about that? 


Michael: What does your father do for a living, Laura? 
Laura: he works for Statistics Canada. 

Michael: and what does your mother do for a living, Laura? 
Laura: she works for Statistics Canada. 

Michael: and what do you do for a living, Laura? 


Laura: so what's your point? That doesn't mean | was hired because of connections. 
| won a legitimate competition to get this job. 


Michael: This is common in the public service - parents arrange for their children to 
bypass public competition so they can get jobs they are usually unqualified for. Hiring is 
based on nepotism first how easy you appear to work with which is code for laziness 
second and merit third. 

Laura: That's not true. | have my job because | was the most qualified. 

Michael: Alright Laura | suppose it's just coincidence that your entire family also works 
here? On a totally unrelated matter | have a bridge to sell you that connects London 
England with San Francisco are you interested... 

Laura: what ? 


Michael: Nevermind. 


Laura: Alright so perhaps | had a slight advantage when applying for my job. What 
about the other things you said about Ottawa? 


Michael: Well, it's my belief that the culture of a city is determined by its largest 
industry. Hamilton, Ontario, for example was a very blue-collar steel town and the 
composition of its workforce affected the general culture the city took on. 


Laura: what do you mean? 
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Michael: people would move to Hamilton for the well-paid jobs in large steel plants or 
with car manufacturers. These jobs required little to no education but were well-paid. 
People who are more blue-collar and interested in well-paid manual labour over time 
moved to Hamilton for these jobs. They met one another fell in love and had children. 
Like all children these kids resembled their parents. 


Laura: | think | see what you're saying. 


Michael: Over time the people who came to live in Hamilton generally came to be 
similar to the people who work for those companies. 


Laura: what is your point? 


Michael: my point is that the same 
thing has happened in Ottawa only 
our largest industry is the public 
service. Begging the question what 
kind of person is attracted to a 
career in the public service? In my 
view there are two types the Noble 
who represent at best 20 percent of 
the workforce and the sucker or 
leech who represent the other 80 
percent. 


The Noble is attracted to noble goals of improving his or her country and wants to make 
a difference in the world they are driven smart and hardworking. The sucker is 
interested in only one thing - a steady paycheck. They are overpaid and underworked 
they do nothing all day while sucking the state's money away they are essentially 
surviving on a special kind of social assistance. 

Laura: All companies have some people like that 

Michael: the public service cannot keep them all away 

Laura: You are not being fair 


Michael: it is true that all companies have a few people like that but no industry attracts 
them in such numbers as the public service 


Laura: is that why you're here jerk? 
Michael: Will get to me in a second. Stay focused. Actually since you insist let's get to 


me right now. | remember countless people who in high school near graduation when 
asked what they wanted to do with their lives. They would say they wanted to work for 
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the government. they would never specify what government job they would simply say 
they wanted any government job. They could have wanted to work in national defense 
Foreign Affairs or even Public Safety. the reason they had no preference was because 
they simply wanted any employment with the government this is because all they truly 
wanted was security in a steady paycheck. 


Laura: what is wrong with wanting security in life? 


Michael: there is nothing wrong with wanting security but when you are young you 
should be chasing more noble and ambitious ideals. These were high school students. 


Where would we be as a species if financial security in your late teens or early twenties 
was all the young pursued. We would have none of the innovation or wealth that allows 
us to give these people over paid jobs with the public service even. 


Laura: if what you're saying is true, and I'm not admitting it is, how does that affect how 
much fun you can have in the city. there is plenty to do here. 


Michael: the character of the 
people who live in Ottawa is a 
consequence of the largest 
employer being the public services 
that they are risk adverse and 
conservative. if you go out ona 
Wednesday or Thursday night here 
in Ottawa it is as though a neutron 
bomb has exploded killing all the 
humans and leaving the buildings. 
in fact | asked a friend once why no 
one was out and he replied they 
had to work. the next day | found 
his sensor incredible. 


When | worked in Toronto many of us would go out on Wednesdays or Thursdays even 
for only a while and our jobs were far less secure than his was also unlike him. Our jobs 
did not consist of going on Facebook and surfing the net for 7.5 hours a day - lunch 
break. 


Laura: your point? 
Michael: my point is that the explanation for his behavior was an aversion to risk even 
though he could have easily gone out for a drink he did not because it was a risk 


aversion to risk and a lack of interest in adventure and excitement are two sides of the 
same coin you cannot have one without the other. It is people of this type that are 
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present in Ottawa in the most significant numbers their life's greatest ambition is to find 
a steady job purchase a house in the suburbs of Barrhaven and reproduce and die. This 
to them is a life well-lived. The truth hurts. 

Laura: | have to go now. 

Michael: | am on the first bus to anywhere else. 


Laura: goodbye. 
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Ottawa and its Nightlife 


@OttawaReallySucks, Circa 2010 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gg3dHo9V2M 
Laura: | love this music. | can't wait for the workday to end my friends and | are going to 
go clubbing this weekend in Ottawa. | love the nightlife here. 


Michael: of course you love the nightlife here, Laura. you have poor taste and music 
and you're boring. 


Laura: | resent that. | have great taste in music. You do not like the nightlife here 
because you have no friends. 


Michael: Do you really think that's It, 
Laura? 


Laura: Yes, | do. Ottawa has a great 
nightlife there are tons of great clubs 
and bars to go to in Ottawa. You are 
just being a jerk. 


Michael: Well let's discuss it. Maybe 
I'm being unfair when you and your 
girlfriends go out in Ottawa. Where do 
you usually go? 


Laura: we usually try and go to the 
Heart and Crown in the Byward 
market or a pub on Elgin Street. They 
play great music and have an 
awesome crowd. 


Michael: Tell me more about the music. can you name it? 

Laura: it is usually a live band playing old Irish songs combined with modern music. 
Michael: let's start with the old Irish music. they don't even listen to that crap in Ireland. 
And even if they did, it sucks, it is shitty old Irish music | sometimes feel like I'm ina 


cutscene from Braveheart when | go to these pubs but at least in Braveheart the men 
were better dressed. 
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And why the hell are there so many Irish pubs in Ottawa anyway off the top of my head 
there are at least two grace O'Malley's all Dubliner and poorhouse Paddy's Pub Daniel 
O'Connell's Darcy McGee's O'Connor's ten Royal Oaks Biddy Mulligan's at least two 
caddy ba lands and countless others. There are more Irish pubs in Ottawa than there 
are useless politicians. 


Laura: What is your point? Maybe people in Ottawa enjoy going to pubs. 


Michael: There is more to it than that. the culture of the city supports pubs because 
most people are boring and uninteresting as a consequence they cannot dance to save 
their lives. This is why many avoid a club they are also generally unconcerned with their 
physical appearance and so have no problem drinking beer after beer and gaining 
weight like walruses an affinity for pub is an extension of this laziness alright. 


Laura: So you do not like old Irish music. = 
What about the modern music they play at vg 
these pubs. Sometimes hot 89.9-agreat | | 
Ottawa radio station hosts the party at 

a pub and plays music. Do you have a 
problem with what they play? 


Michael: yes. 

Laura: and what is your problem? 
Michael: it is garbage. 

Laura: all right what about the clubs in 


Ottawa what do you think about them. are 
they also so terrible? 


Michael: yes, the clubs in Ottawa are awful. They play new music that is as old as the 
myths in the Bible. | remember being at a club on Rideau called the cabin and hearing 
music that was over 10 years old songs, like “hey dirty baby | have got your money” by 
ol Dirty Bastard. People who live here do not realize how bad it is because they have 
never lived anywhere else. 

Laura: what do you mean? 

Michael: well does a fish know what it is like to live outside of water. 

Laura: a fish? 


Michael: |'m sorry a fish does not know what it is like to live outside of water because to 
the fish living in water, water is all it has ever known. It cannot even describe what living 
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outside of water would be like clubs in Ottawa play new hip-hop and other music 
approximately one year after it has been playing in Toronto in other cities. 


Laura: I'm sick of your complaining. 


Michael: of course. like many people who live in Ottawa you cannot take criticism of 
your city. It is as though you are insecure. | think that deep down inside the people living 
here know that they are boring and that their city is boring. This is why they react with 
such hostility when it is brought to their attention maybe. 


Laura: if you were a nicer person you would enjoy the city more. 


Michael: if by nice you mean boring and untraveled then you are correct. What bothers 
me the most though is the physical appearance of people when they go out clubbing or 
to a pub here in Ottawa people put such little effort into their physical appearance. The 
men all wear dirty jeans with some t-shirt the women dress poorly and think that 
showing cleavage will be all they need to do to be attractive. 


Finding a woman in Ottawa wearing a pretty dress is as rare as finding democracy in 
the Middle East in Ottawa people who dress nicely are seen as trying too hard and 
people who dress like crap are seen as normal and acceptable. It is the sort of thing that 
could only be ordinary in a boring government town time for me to go I'm on the next 
bus out of here. 
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INN - Ike News Network Briefing #2 


Why dont scientists trust atoms? 
Because they make up everything. 


®09 12 
ow 12 


] . Ike Awgu 
“4 May 10+ © 


| hate double standards. Burn a body at a 
crematorium, you're "being a respectful friend." Do it 
at home and you're "destroying evidence." 


© Mark R. Garnes and 4 others 


a5 oe) @ 


Basketball is boring. That is all. 


O2 a 


Ike Awgu 


Jun 5,2019 » &) 


© # Erica Diener and 16 others 


(917 O7 - 


i \ Ike Awgu 
May2- @© 


| told a joke on a Zoom Conference and nobody 
laughed 
It turns out I'm not remotely funny. 


© Lilo PF and 28 others 


mr 29 1 a 
ij \ Ike Awgu 
A Jan 10+ © 


| can't believe they fired me from the clock factory 
after all the extra hours | put in. 


#0 Mark R. Garnes and 17 others 
1) 18 V7 a 


Ike Awgu shared a memory. 
Apr25- © 


e 
No one deals with rejection more than Internet 
Explorer requesting to be your default browser. 


Ike Awgu 


Apr 25, 2017 


© Jesse Gutman 


a1 ) 


; \ Ike Awgu 
Mar6* © 
| found my first grey pubic hair today. Usually things 


like that don’t bother me, but it was in my Big Mac. 
© Mark R. Garnes and 18 others 


119 U3 & 


My neighbor knocked on my door at 3am! 
Ridiculous! 
Luckily | happened to be up practicing my trumpet. 


wD Jesse Gutman and 7 others 


18 VU a 


Ike Awgu 
Jani1+ © 


g Ike Awgu shared a memory. 
Aprils: © 


g Ike Awgu . 
If the Pope dies is he getting 
promoted or fired? 


4 . Ike Awgu 
Jan&8+ @ 


Crazy ex-girlfriends are like a box 
of chocolates. 
They'll kill your dog. 


®0017 


v0 17 7 
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CHAPTER 4: HUMAN RIGHTS 


_ jal ERG 


- Host Unt Whe 


SES 


j L 


Ike Awgu, Host, X-Factor - CPAC National TV Show 2004, Episode 1 


“Hi, and welcome to X-Factor — the show created to talk about political issues that 
young people believe are important. | am your host, Ike Awgu. 


Now what Is the X-factor — its the unknown, its the mystery, but can still be important 
enough and powerful enough to change the entire equation. And in an election, we are 
the X-factor. Us, young voters. The only problem, we don’t seem to vote. In fact More 
people cast their ballot to see who would be the Canadian Idol than bothered to vote in 
the last federal election. And only % of us bothered to vote anyways. And if trends like 
this continue, the only people who vote will be candidates and their relatives. And | don’t 
know about you, but | am not looking forward to that.” 
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Gay rights gap is one for the ages 


Ike Awgu, Ottawa Sun, Circa 2004-2005 


Gay marriage is a dead issue. Elvis Presley has more life in his veins than the issue or 
same sex marriage. And for the record, Elvis is dead. Those who are opposed to gay 
marriage however, do deserve some credit. After all they have succeeded in one very 
crucial task: Embarrassing themselves. 


There are credible and quality arguments against same-sex marriages, but aside from 
creating an enormous amount of hate mail that's so crazy it gets framed (I'll no doubt be 
receiving some of that) the anti-gay marriage crowd has done a terrible job articulating 
their opinions. 


What's worse, they've relied on the same arguments, literally, that people in the past 
used when opposing interracial marriage, the abolition of slavery, a woman's right to 
vote, Asians owning property and even mankind's decision to stop living in caves. 


The gay marriage debate is classic generational politics. Just as contraception and its 
use separated baby boomers and their attitudes from those of their parents, same sex 
marriage is a non-issue to most youth. 


Over 60% of teenagers believe that homosexual couples should be allowed to be 
married. And that number is likely to increase, not decrease. The number gets even 
larger if you break it down by gender. According to a poll by the Dominion Institute, 
young women are in favour of same-sex marriage in numbers as high as 73%! 


With almost three quarters of young women supporting gay marriage and younger 
males (who approve of it in lower numbers) likely to soften their opposition as they age, 
even if the present government were to somehow block same sex marriages, it's 
inevitable that future generations would allow them to proceed. 


Most of the opposition to gay marriage is for patently bigoted or silly reasons. Naturally, 
not wanting to look bad, a lot of people bold these views but are afraid to say them. 
These people are still "in the closet" (to borrow a term) about their opposition to gay 
marriages. And so, to protest from the closet, they advance an attack on gay marriages 
under the guise of worrying about judicial activism. 


The typical "in the closet" argument is usually in some way concerned with the Supreme 
Court, and bow the Charter of Rights and Freedoms has given judges too much power 
to decide our fates. According to the closet folk, the Supreme Court is undermining 
elected officials by ruling on matters that are more political than legal. 


The truth of course is the opposite, but being in the closet, most of the people who 
espouse this view see things through a small crack in the door. Naturally, as it's hard to 
see anything through a small crack, most of them don't realize that equality rights are 
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protected under the Charter for the very purpose of shielding us from our less than 
perfect politicians. 


And strangely enough, the argument that our elected officials should be deciding the 
legality of same-sex marriage is usually made by the same people who, frothing at the 
mouth, go on |0-minute rants about the inefficiency of government or how stupid and 
incompetent our politicians are. Yet, these same people want that inefficient and 
incompetent government handling their equality rights? | guess there's a lack of oxygen 
in the closet as well. 


Not surprisingly, most of the non-frivolous arguments I've heard against same sex 
marriage have come from the U.S., which, as I'm sure most Canadians acknowledge, 
has a far more organized, articulate and intellectual right wing than does Canada. 
Perhaps our country's right wing should take a page from the playbook of our 
neighbours to the south and actually try to make sense when they speak. 


For those on the fence, as | once was. listening to people opposed to gay marriage was 
enough of an eye opener to let me know which direction to run - away from them. 
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Hold your fire, not your tongue 


Ottawa Sun, Ike Awgu, Circa 2004-2005 


There are few more effective and assured ways to make enemies than discussing the 
Middle East. Without fail, regardless of which stand you take, or whom you fault or do 
not fault, you are bound to fatally offend someone. Our society is at the forefront of a 
new freedom-of-speech debate. The boundaries between free speech and hate speech 
are being pushed and twisted, and at the forefront of this struggle are our university 
campuses. 


Nearly every student has a story about the disturbing and perpetual screaming matches 
that inevitably result from any discussion of the Middle East (particularly Palestine and 
Israel) on campus. My generation, the kids who grew up after the civil rights movement 
in the United States and were too young for the abortion rights movement, are now 
being confronted point-blank with the dual nature of the right they so enjoy: Free 
speech. 

Middle East groups have been on campuses for a while. It's difficult to 

forget Concordia, a university that had its reputation tarred and an entire year of school 
defined by the Middle East problem. 


After learning that former Israeli president Benjamin Netanyahu planned to speak on 
campus, students at Concordia rioted. Threats of further disruption to the school year 
led to the temporary ban on discussing the Middle East. York University had similar, 
albeit less serious, disturbances after Palestinian and Israeli advocacy groups 
exchanged theatrics. 


One group set up a mock Israeli checkpoint and the other wore shirts about Palestinian 
suicide bombers. Discussions about the Middle East at York are now suspended as 
well. 


Regardless of where you go to school, be it Carleton, Ottawa U, Western, Toronto, 
Queen's, or McGill, there are very few schools this issue has yet to touch. This touch, 
however, has left a fingerprint | find unsettling. To be clear, | do believe our universities 
have an obligation to protect their students. 


Their campuses are private property and their students have a right to a safe 
environment H protesters cannot keep the peace, be they protesting abortion, child 
labor or the occupation, they should not be allowed on campus. Students have the right 
to feel safe and any group that violates this principle revokes its right to protest. 


Bastion of free speech Universities are, however, an important bastion of free speech in 
our society. They owe a duty to their students and to the general public to ensure that 
only the most unacceptable kinds of discourse are disallowed within their walls. 
Progress is not possible without the clash of ideas that freedom of speech creates. 
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Those who profess to follow freedom, but flee from the confrontation it creates, are like 
people who want rain without thunder and thunder without lightning. Free speech by 
necessity includes opinions that make people angry, upset and resentful. Emotions 
such as these, however, do not justify a limitation on so fundamental a right worse still 
than allowing emotions to control what we can or cannot talk about - is allowing 
students who behave inappropriately or violently to determine what we may or may not 
discuss. 


Banning discussion after groups behave inappropriately allows these groups to decide 
what will be talked about and what will not. Universities cannot cave-in to the demands 
of hypocrites who want free speech, but only for themselves, or gangsters who behave 
violently to achieve their aims. They must instead only limit speech that inspires fear 
and discourages discussion - this is hate speech. Speech that infringes upon the rights 
of other individuals to speak or creates a reasonable fear of them doing so, should be 
the true target of the university censors. 


It's the job of our generation, like the one before us, to make sure that free speech 
remains the cornerstone of our society and universities. With silence, we all lose. 
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GAY MARRIAGE OPPOSITION HAS UGLY 
ANCESTRY 


Ottawa Sun, Ike Awgu, Circa 2004-2005 


Warning: Those of you unable to understand sarcasm should stope reading 
immediately. The following paragraphs may upset you — like everything else someone 
who doesn’t understand sarcasm probably reads. 


| found out the other day that apparently we're allowing same-sex couples to get 
married. That is outrageous. Next thing you know blacks and whiles will be using the 
same water fountains or Jews will be allowed to own property. You know, this whole 
“liberal” part of our democracy is getting out of hand. It’s almost as though secularism is 
becoming a new religion. | for one will take to the streets if they even suggest allowing 
women to vote. There are limits to freedom and if a woman voting isn’t one of them, | 
don’t know what is. How are our Supreme Court decide legal issues? Who do they think 
they are? Some kind of court that’s supreme? We don't need courts trying to hijack our 
democracy. We can rely on politicians to interpret constitutional legislation. After alll, 
every knows politicians never make stupid decisions. 


Now wait, hold on. Before you anti-god, politically correct, left-wing, anti-male 
secularists condemn me, at least listen to my reasons for having these beliefs. I’m not a 
racist, anti-Semite or homophobic. | just have beliefs that are racist, anti-Semitic and 
homophobic. For example, a little while ago when they wanted to legalize interracial 
marriage, my beliefs told me this was wrong. In fact, a large number of my countrymen 
and | marched in the streets and tried to organize a nationwide resistance to the idea. 
We failed, but failure is something we’re used to. The fight to stop women from voting — 
failed. The fight to stop Asians and blacks from owning property — failed. The fight to 
stop women from being people under the law — failed. The fight to stop same-sex 
marriage (guess). 


Note: the preceding paragraphs were not my personal opinion, but rather that of a 
character | created to prove a point: Those who oppose gay marriage have some very 
poor company. 


The fight for civil rights and the fight for gay rights are not identical. The inconvenience 
of not being able to get married cannot be compared to the fear of being lynched, but 
both struggles have one thing in common: the people who opposed one would probably 
have opposed the other when it was in style. In fact, some of the arguments used 
against gay marriage are arguments against interracial marriage recycled. 


Immortal Classic 


The there’s the immortal classic “it’s against my religious beliefs” as an argument many 
Baptists in the American South used against interracial marriage, claiming African 
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Americans and Asians have no souls. There’s also the “It’s against tradition” argument, 
which prehistoric man probably used to discourage his fellows from walking upright. 


There is of course room for opposition to gay marriage. Those who disagree with it 
however, need to offer genuine, rational reasons as to why it should be prohibited. 
Personal disgust for the behaviour of homosexuals doesn’t cut it. If you cannot offer a 
reason more substantive than religious banter or personal taste, silence is golden. 


Intolerance is a disease that seems to pass from generation to generation. Often 
however, this chain is disrupted. For those who discriminate based on race, its easier to 
meet people who dismantle the stereotype necessary for that discrimination. Perhaps 
discrimination against homosexuals has been more resilient because aside form a 


parade once a year that represents the most flamboyant amongst them, gays are pretty 
invisible. 


It's easy to ignore the complaints of communities of which you are not a part. However, 


we would do well to remember all of us are members of a minority in some respect. Mr. 
King said it best, “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 
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For Some Olympians, Seeking Asylum Is Better 
Than Gold 


By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Aug 6, 2012, 


Before the pomp and swagger of the extravagant opening ceremony for the 2012 
Olympics in London had even began, while the torch was still cold and unlit, an 
unidentified athlete disappeared from his training camp, re-appearing at a police station 
in Leeds on the 24th of July. The still unidentified athlete claimed that he was being 
persecuted in his home country and was seeking political asylum. Earlier this week 
three Sudanese athletes who had been part of their country's Olympic training squad 
also disappeared from the Olympic village and are expected to seek political asylum in 
Britain. 


T.S. Elliot once said that, "Humankind cannot bear much reality," which is perhaps why 
the sometimes grotesque spectacle of the Olympic Games is so popular. The glitz and 
glamour blinds our eyes to the still sordid nature of much of the world. Asylum seekers 
at the Olympic Games are a poignant example of reality being unconcerned with our 
pretentions and intruding on the party. 


Most of the athletes who are not planning to return home wait until after the games have 
been completed to overstay their visas or claim asylum, and so it will be interesting to 
see how many additional athletes wander into waiting taxis and "disappear" from the 
Olympic village. 


There are certain to be empty seats on planes returning to a number of countries in the 
Middle East and Africa after the closing ceremonies. So pronounced and embarrassing 
has the spectacle of this problem become to many of our poor nations that athletes from 
some countries such as Eritrea have been forced to pay a bond before they travel to 
compete (the bond is repaid when they return home). 


Other states such as North Korea are not so kind as to solely demand financial security 
if their athletes are "chosen" to attend the Games. Escapees from the theocratic 
dictatorship (what some consider a theocratic necrocracy) claim that the families of 
North Korean athletes are kept in close proximity to government officials and sent 

to labour camps or worse if they claim asylum or embarrasses the government. 


North Korea is so concerned about it's athletes claiming asylum or otherwise 


absconding that they are forced to stay in a private housing facility where they interact 
with no other athletes, are forbidden from sightseeing, leave only to compete or practice 
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and fly home immediately after the closing ceremonies. Upon winning the Gold medal in 
weightlifting for North Korea in the women's 69-kilogram class, Rim Jon Sim declared, "I 
thought that it was my duty as an athlete of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
to give joy to our supreme leader, general Kim Jong Un. At that moment that was my 
motivation. To exert extra power to please the general." 


Right. | hope her family is safe. 


Each four years some athletes are forced to make the difficult choice of improving their 
lives by claiming asylum or competing on the global stage. Before the 2008 Olympics in 
Beijing, an ill-advised location in which to claim asylum unless you are also a masochist, 
seven members of the Cuban soccer team sought asylum in America after a qualifying 
game in Florida. Mehboba Ahdyar, a 19-year-old runner and the only female athlete on 
Afghanistan's 2008 Olympic team disappeared from her training camp in Italy and 
claimed political asylum in Norway. 


A year later in 2009 the entire Eritrean national football team fled during a competition in 
Kenya. Only a coach and an official emerged from the team's plane when it returned 
home. Immigration officials in the UK say that up to 2 percent of athletes, team officials 
and supporters are expected to claim refuge in the UK during and after the 2012 
Olympic Games or try and over-stay their visas. 


The Olympics are a tribute to human athleticism and dedication but they are also an 
anachronism in which some are competing for glory and pride whereas, others, like 
gladiators, are competing for the lives of their families or in fear for their personal 
security. When athletes seek asylum it serves as visible repudiation of the regimes from 
whom they seek it and their values. Athletes at the games should be free to move as 
they please, mingle with other athletes and have a taste of a world they may not be able 
to enjoy at home. 


"Inspire a Generation" is the official slogan of these Olympic Games. And they should 
inspire us to remember that we are all, despite our nation states, skin tones, languages 
and various beliefs in the supernatural, a part of the same human family. They should 
inspire us to be better. 


That, is what the real Olympic spirit is all about. 
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Questioning Protests against China 


Taken from a 2008 Facebook Conversation between Ike Awgu and Jesse Gutman 


The protests really bothered me. Footage | saw it was angry Tibetans attacking Chinese 
civilians. And the reasons the Tibetans had for attacking them reminded me of the 
reasons Hausa/Yoruba in Nigeria had for attacking Igbos, or Europeans had for 
attacking Jews - "they control all the wealth", they "run all the businesses", blah blah. 
Just the same old same old people complaining about the fact they are less successful 
then the harder working more industrious members of another ethnic group. Its the 
"middle man minority" complex all over again. So that’s one problem. 


It is China, however, and they have about as much respect for human rights as | do 
Celine Dion's first album. 


The Tibetans definitely deserve the right to choose their own future, and much of the 
discourse I've heard from Chinese nationalists has been, well, crazy. Like literally crazy 
crazy shit. Things like, "we paid for them, they owe us", or "why should the will of a few 
million Tibetans outweigh 1 billion Chinese?", or others comparing the situation to 
Quebec. | think its a mess all around with all parties being fucked up. 


And the Dali Lama? That guy is just ridiculous. He and his Buddhist cult are a bunch of 
maniacs. Can you imagine if instead of temples China was destroying Mosques? If 
instead of cute monks these were Imam's? 


| don’t need to guess that we wouldn’t be hearing about it, | know we wouldn't, because 
Xinjiang province that is precisely what China does, and nobody gives a shit. Cause 
they are Muslims - and Muslims aren’t too popular right now amongst the pot smoking 
university crowd. 


But to me they are all just religious maniacs. And Buddhism and Islam are just one 
notch above the Falun Gong in terms of wacko pedigree. What a world we live in. 
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The Case for Biafra 


Ike dreamed of writing a book, in the style of Alan Dershowitz’s “The Case for Israel”, for 
Biafra. Ike was very proud of his Igbo background. The Igbo people formed the state of 
Biafra for several years in the 1960s, upon Nigeria becoming an independent Country 
from the United Kingdom. 


= Itis deeply unfortunately that | do not have any 
writings from Ike on this subject. During the 
period of approximately 2006-2009, Ike was 
quite prolific on social media re Biafra. This led 
to him being banned from Facebook on several 
occasions. The struggle for political and 
cultural independence, as well as the 
geopolitical wrangling in the face of a human 
rights catastrophe, was foundational in shaping 
Ike’s worldview. 


Encyclopedia Brittanica writes the following 
on Biafra: 


Biafra, secessionist western African state that 
unilaterally declared its independence 

from Nigeria in May 1967. It constituted the 
former Eastern Region of Nigeria and was 
inhabited principally by Igbo (Ibo) people. 
Biafra ceased to exist as an independent state 
in J anuary 1970. 


In the mid- 1960s economic and political instability and ethnic friction characterized 
Nigerian public life. In the mostly Hausa north, resentment against the more 
prosperous, educated Igbo minority erupted into violence. In September 1966, some 
10,000 to 30,000 Igbo people were massacred in the Northern Region, and perhaps 
1,000,000 fled as refugees to the Igbo-dominated east. Non-Igbos were then expelled 
from the Eastern Region. 


Attempts by representatives of all regions to come to an agreement were unsuccessful. 
On May 30, 1967, the head of the Eastern Region, Lieutenant Colonel (later 

General) Odumegwu Ojukwu, with the authorization of a consultative assembly, 
declared the region a sovereign and independent republic under the name of Biafra. 
General Yakubu Gowon, the leader of the federal government, refused to recognize 
Biafra’s secession. Fighting began in J uly. Biafran troops were at first successful, but, as 
the Nigerian Civil War proceeded, the numerically superior federal forces began to press 
Biafra’s boundaries inward from the south, west, and north. Biafra shrank to one-tenth 
its original area in the course of the war. By 1968 it had lost its seaports and become 
landlocked; supplies could be brought in only by air. Starvation and disease followed; 
estimates of mortality during the war generally range from 500,000 to 3,000,000. 
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INN Ike News Network — BRIEFING #3 


a: “)\: Ike Awgu ons 
8 Ike Awgu shared amemory. eee = Dec 12,2022 + © 


May 16, 2017 
Countless dead children and people in the middle 

east, no one cares. Refugees from Ukraine (a country 
that embraces nazis and white supremacists) and | 
e Ike Awgu am instructed to care. | refuse! Happy to be 

May 16,2012 - & blacklisted or unfriended. And the way Ukranians 

were treating Indian and African students trying to 
I'm very proud to have been on the ‘right side of g : ying 
; a bos leave that shithole will turn your stomach. 

history’ in 2003, when | wrote an editorial piece 


for the Ottawa Sun in favor of Gay Marriage. e RA/ TAS 5 
Incredible that 9 years later people are still | 


debating this nonsense. 


lam very proud of having authored this piece over a 
decade ago (when it wasn't popular). 
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| do not care how imperfect the Russians are —- | will 
— Ram Dass 


always (!) support neo nazi's getting blown to 
pieces. | don't hate Russia more than | hate ACTUAL 


Be kind to each other. NEO-NAZI'S being blown to smithereens. Why do any 
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FAMILY VALUES 


CHAPTER 5 
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Are We Getting Ruder? 


Jun 25, 2013 — TVO The Agenda with Steve Paikin - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9rmQ6G_XCA 


Steve Paikin - Are people getting ruder, Ike? 


Ike Awgu — Wait — I Have A Phone Call. (Joke) 


No, I absolutely believe that we getting a 
bit ruder. I actually think what Amy hit on 
is true. I think consequences play a big 
role in this. There's not consequences 
anymore for being rude to people you're 
never going to see again. I think there's a 
sort of general cult of the self. 


You could say narcissism is on the rise 
and it's largely driven by evolution; only 
evolution of a different sort than was 
mentioned at the beginning of the 
programme. However, | think it's partially 
driven by technological evolution. 


‘A, Ike Awgu 


By Facebook. By Twitter. 
Steve: how do those make us ruder? 


One of the interesting things about Facebook you can shelter yourself from anything. Someone 
doesn't like a thing you say, you defriend them. Someone has a comment you don't like, you 
block it. People post picture after picture and it's almost as though it's a way of not worshipping 
yourself, but certainly people are obsessed with themselves, I think in a way, that they haven't 
been before. 


And I think technology has facilitated that obsession. I was going to tweet earlier but I'm not as 
good with tech as much as I would like to be. But why are people following some folks? Some of 
these people have done nothing. Yet they're obsessed with how many followers they have. 


I think that is new. The technology that is facilitating it is new. 
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Find Your Christmas Spirit 
By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
December 20, 2016 


In 2003 my mother died from Cancer. A nurse by profession, she had discovered a 
lump on her breast soon enough to treat the disease but not soon enough to stop it from 
spreading. The ultimate betrayal; killed by her own body's malignant, metastasized 
cells. 


| remember my first Christmas after she was gone and almost every one since my 
father -- my hero -- did his best to take her place, to fill the void. My sister bravely trying 
to do the cooking, and I, bravely trying to be brave. But we were all pretending, 
pretending to try and fill a hole that could not be filled. And every year since that day, 
Christmas has been the worst time of the year. 


2003 was the year that | joined the silent millions of people who hate Christmas. The 
people who are reminded every holiday season not of what they have but of what they 
have lost. Not of what joys lay ahead, but those in the rear view mirror. 


As we get older those such as | - the Holiday Season malcontents - attempt to reconcile 
the version of Christmas we've inherited with the version we grew up with, but the two 
seem as far apart as stars in the sky. Like Chinese water torture, the Christmas music 
never stops, the jingle bells ring over and over. 


The holiday films with their homely messages - ‘all will be well' they tell you, ‘just be 
good, and good things will happen’. It all serves to add to our ache. And yet, like a 
chocolate chip floating in a glass of milk we feel a sense of something supportive, 
something buoyant around us. The jubilant cries of children awaiting gifts or loved ones 
eager to see family. | can think of no holiday so entwined in opposites - love and 
sadness, happiness and fear, hope and regret. 


But what is my point? What does it matter? | found that answer in the laughter of an old 
man at a bar downtown as the background television showed clips from a terror attack 
in Berlin, the assassination of a Russian diplomat and Syrian refugees trapped in 
Aleppo. The laughter of one grey haired man sitting across from his lifelong friend, 
oblivious in his happiness to whatever horrors surround him. If joy has a sound, it was 
that laugh. 


And if we can bring a bit of that sound into the world once or twice a year perhaps this 
entire dangerous, unproven, happenstance endeavor we call 'civilization’ may have 
some value. So, my fellow Holiday Season Malcontents (and there are so many millions 
of us) seek one another out this year for you are not alone. Find happiness in one 
another and if not that, the sound | heard in that bar - the happiness of others. 
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We Don't Value Fathers Enough And It's Harming 
Our Kids 


By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Jun 12, 2014, 


Sunday, June 15th is Father's Day -- the one day of the year when the mainstream 
media and much of the public pretend to actually value fatherhood and the role of a 
father in the modern family. For the remaining 364 days, the role of fathers in the family 
is discounted, downplayed, taken for granted or seen as optional. 


Fathers are attacked by a court system that unfairly and disproportionately refuses them 
custody of their children. Attacked by the media that all too often, and wildly out of 
proportion to reality, portrays them as bumbling, villainous or incompetent. Most cruelly, 
they are attacked by a society trying to render their contributions (aside from those 
financial) irrelevant in the lives of their own children. Their absence in a home is always 
their fault, never that of anyone else. Their successes are shared, their failures are 
orphans. 


But on Sunday, June 15, none of that matters. It's Fathers Day, after all. Post 

a Facebook status, compose a tweet, or ignore the day and spend it in silence. Then, 
for the remaining 364 days of the year, repeat mantras like, "Children don't need 
fathers, just a father figure." 


Salivate over articles titled, "Do boys need fathers? This woman says no." Delight, 
reading columns that celebrate single motherhood -- facts be damned on how the 
children from those homes disproportionately turn out. And any data showing that 
children raised by single mothers do worse than in homes where a father, married to his 
wife is present -- well, explain those away with poverty as the underlying cause. Or try 
discrimination -- that works too. The notion that a father, by his mere physical presence 
in a home may have any salutary effect on children is an anathema to modern 
sensibilities. 


On the eve of Fathers Day, President Obama (himself the child of a single(ish) mother) 
in an interview with The Today Show said, "The truth is, is that a lot of young men of 
color aren't doing well. Partly because they don't have dads in their lives. Partly 
because they don't have networks of support." The most important "network of support" 
children possess are their parents -- mom and dad. An enormous part of the reason a 
lot of young men of color aren't doing well is they are being failed before they are even 
born by people too careless to ensure their partners are interested in commitment or 
parenthood. 
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A 72 per cent out of wedlock birthrate (even higher in some regions of the United 
States) amongst people of color is absolutely outrageous and goes further in explaining 
inter-generational poverty than does racism. Amongst white families, one study shows 
that daughters of single parents are 111 per cent more likely to have children as teen- 
agers, and 164 percent more likely to have premarital birth. The statistics about children 
(whatever their ethnic background) raised in these families are as dark as scenes from 
The Red Wedding on Game of Thrones. But rather than confront or even acknowledge 
the data, flimsy excuses and explanations are made -- jibber jabber that correlation is 
being confused with causation. The effusively expressed nonsense I've heard in relation 
to this argument from otherwise intelligent people is frustrating. 


One of the most urgent social challenges in North America as we head into a 
competitive future is the re-creation of fatherhood as a vital social role for males. Vital 
not only to men, but even more importantly to women having children with men who 
express no interest in a long-term commitment to them or don't display qualities that 
would make them good fathers. 


Does every child need a father? The answer from modern society appears to be "not 
necessarily" or "not really" or "maybe." So long as the answer is this kind of nonsense, 
our children, facing a competitive future, will be in trouble. Does every child need a 
father? The answer is an unequivocal "yes", which bizarrely has become a radical thing 
to say in many circles. You cannot change what you refuse to confront. This Father's 
Day, let's confront this uncomfortable problem. 
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How the Death of the American Family Led to 
Hadiya Pendleton's Murder 


By Ike Awqu, Contributor 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Huffington Post 
Jan 31, 2013, 12:27 PM EST 


On Tuesday January 29, 15-year-old Hadiya Pendleton, an honour student who had just 
performed at President Obama's inauguration, was gunned down in a Chicago park. 
Hadiya was described by her father as a "shining light", and she dreamed of becoming 
a lawyer. Now her light has been put out and her dream is over. 


Hadiya Pendleton wasn't in any kind of a gang; she was a young girl who had been let 
out of school early on Tuesday after an exam and was huddling under a canopy to 
escape the rain. The human refuse who killed her had apparently been targeting 
someone else, but as is often the case with these troglodytes, was probably too stupid 
and cowardly to discern the identity of the target before showering her with bullets. 
Hadiya Pendleton, who could have been your daughter or your sister, was shot in the 
back in the rain, killed with less compassion than the humane society shows when it 
puts down dogs or cats. 


This brings the number of gun deaths in 
Chicago since the New Year to 42 -- the 
deadliest January for the city in 10 years. 
Last year, Chicago bore witness to over 
500 gun-related homicides -- and if trends 
continue, this year's total will surpass that. 
For those among you whose brains are 
already so eagerly tap dancing to the tune 
of handguns being "the problem," know 


that handguns are essentially banned in 
the city of Chicago. 


Gang members and criminals appear uninterested in the law's opinion on the legality of 
their firearms. Those of you who remain unconvinced and still blame handguns are 
welcome to believe what you like -- as doing so is likely in your nature. Others may now 
be turning to another proverbial bogeyman -- the immemorial slander on the poor that 
"poverty" is the cause of these violent murders or that gangs are to blame. Although 
both of these variables contribute to violence, both are also symptoms of an underlying 
and more serious problem. | believe that but for that underlying problem, both poverty 
and gangs would be reduced in scope to such an extent as to render them near 
irrelevant to the lives of people in low income areas of Chicago. 
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About 72 per cent of black Americans are raised in single parent households. The 
"single parent" in these households is usually a single mother. This is relevant because 


when one talks about "gun violence in Chicago," what one is really talking about is 
young black men murdering one another (and innocent people in their neighbourhoods). 
And when one talks about "young black men,” what one really means, in many cases, is 
children from the homes of unwed single mothers murdering children from the homes of 
other unwed single mothers. 


If you pay attention to the funerals of young men murdered in gang violence, you will 
see a parade of grandmothers, aunts, sisters and perhaps the occasional uncle, but 
fathers are a sight as rare as a pink diamond. Being born to a single mother is a greater 
predictor of crime than race or poverty. The increasing out-of-wedlock birth rate in the 
United States, across all ethnic groups, is likely the precursor to an increase in social 
problems -- more high school drop outs despite more money for schools, more juvenile 
delinquents despite more money for rehabilitation, more underachievers despite more 
money spent on teachers. This is not just a black problem; It's a family structure 
problem. But because black Americans and Hispanics do not have white privilege to 
help offset their missing father figures, they are hardest hit. 


Resistance to the very banal notion that inadequate parenting is more closely 
connected to young boys murdering one another (and unlucky strangers) than 
handguns or poverty is indicative of the extent to which the people who can least afford 
to make poor decisions when it comes to parenting (the lower to middle classes and 
visible minorities) are being led astray. There is an industry permanently employed and 
entirely vested in proving the traditional two-parent family an anachronism. Those who 
suggest the heresy that perhaps the reason crime in areas of Chicago is so high is 
because the children there are being raised in high proportion by single mothers can 
expect the typical slurs, slanders and rigged "studies" hurled in their direction. Hadiya 
Pendleton's death is for me the last straw. 


The President, who is himself the head of a beautiful family, needs to tell to America's 
face not the truth it wants to hear, but the truth its needs to hear right now -- when it 
comes to handgun violence in places like Chicago, marriage and fathers are the 
answer. 
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Blaming Violence on Guns and Mental Illness? 


Too Easy 
By Ike Awqu, Contributor 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Huffington Post 
Dec 21, 2012, 12:32 PM EST 


The tragic shooting in Connecticut, like the tragic one before it in Colorado, once again 
has the public seeking answers and pundits seeking the easiest answers to give. Guns 
and mental illness -- these are the issues on the tip of the average tongue. 


The notion that mental illness is a prerequisite for mass murder or could even serve as 
a complete explanation is a strange one that appears to have surreptitiously become 
entrenched in the public consciousness. Like a number notions entrenched in the public 
consciousness, it's untrue, as having a mental illness increases the chances that you 
will be a victim of violence as opposed to a perpetrator. 


Should we be seriously concerned about mental states and murder, we would be best 
served in discouraging the consumption of alcohol as few other things are so 
ubiquitously associated with violence. According to the National Institute on Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism, as many as 86 per cent of homicide offenders were drinking at 
the time of offense. The American Journal of Public Health found that communities and 
neighborhoods that have more bars and liquor stores per capita experience more 
assaults. 


Furthermore, If we expect our already struggling and overburdened teachers to also 
screen children for mental health issues, all the while wrestling with students -- many of 
whom have behavioral problems -- we might as well go full bore, double their pay, give 
them custody and call them "parents." 


The second easy answer is that guns are the problem -- but mass shootings make a 
very poor case for gun control. Connecticut has some of the strictest gun laws in 
America, as does the city of Chicago. In a particularly confusing juxtaposition, 
proponents of gun bans are often opponents of drug bans and argue that drug bans 
"don't work" when it comes to substances like Marijuana (and they're right). The curious 
fact of this juxtaposition seems to be missed by them. 


In any event, regardless of an environment that is often not in opposition to restricting 
access to handguns or automatic weapons, there has been an increase in mass 
shootings and in some cities, an increase in shootings, period. In 2012 there were more 
Americans killed in Chicago than Afghanistan; the city has over 400 homicides (usually 
involving handguns) and some of the strictest gun laws in America. This despite the fact 
that handguns in Chicago are effectively banned. 
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So far as mass killings go, a majority of the people involved have no criminal records 
and obtained their guns legally. Criteria that would deny them gun ownership would also 
deny it to ordinary people who have done no wrong. The level of planning involved in 
the average mass shooting -- the killers are arriving in body armor and in black fatigues 
-- makes it unlikely they would have been prevented from carrying out their massacres if 
gun bans were in place. 


Extensive background checks, waiting periods and other initiatives are more effective at 
preventing ordinary crime than extraordinary planned violence. Killers in mass shootings 
typically arrive with multiple guns and have a fair amount of time to carry out their 
shootings. 


The difference in the total number of casualties is not impacted by the availability of 
automatic weapons over semi-automatic (automatic weapons fire continuously when the 
trigger is held down, semi-automatic weapons require the trigger to be pulled for each 
bullet to be fired). This is not to say there is no room for improvement in the manner that 
guns are distributed, or perhaps a waxing of the American obsession with guns, but it is 
to say we need to look to some of the less easy answers if we are interested in stopping 
these incidents. 


Mental illness is not a new or exclusively American phenomenon. Neither is widespread 
gun ownership (look at Switzerland). Neither is crime or bullies (both at schools and in 
the workplace). 


Economic instability is also not new, America's economy has, like ours, oscillated 
between good, bad and back throughout its history. What has changed, in a manner 
difficult to put to words, is the way parents raise their children and the way individuals 
treat one another. 


It feels as though these killings are in some ways evidence of America's general moral 
decline. Families are the building blocks of a society. And in the United States, those 
building blocks have become increasingly broken and fragile, with many children born 
into divorced or broken homes. 


When the children in these homes have underlying mental health issues or are bullied 
(Amanda Todd's tragic death is another example) there are fewer resources to help 
them overcome these obstacles and they are more vulnerable to tragedy. 


Mass killings do not make a good argument for gun control, but they might make a good 
argument for taking steps to make sure that our homes, the incubators of future citizens 
and where all of these young killers began their lives as young innocent children, are up 
to the serious business of raising them. 
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INN Ike News Briefing #4 


‘8 Ike Awgu 
Apr 25, 2013 + & 


I've been a volunteer with the Childrens Aid Society 
for over a year now and it's been a great experience. 
They are always looking for help. In particular people 
with access to a car and are French speaking. Please 
consider them if you have time: 


CASOTT.ON.CA 
Volunteer :: The Children's Aid Society 
Engaging the community is fundamental when w... 


013 


=) Ike Awgu 
> Sep 24, 20 


1. Sir Robert Borden class of 2001-2002 reunion next 
year, | will organize. 


“O>%. ike Awgu 
= Apr27-& 


Our family used to watch his show together before 
bed each night. The Jerry Springer show brought us 
together and made us laugh as a family. Thank you 
Jerry, for everything! 


TMZ.COM 
Jerry Springer Dead at 79 
Jerry Springer, one of the most influential and co... 


1) Ike Awgu 


All experience hath shown that mankind are 
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to 
right themselves by abolishing the forms to which 
they are accustomed. - Declaration of Independence, 
July 4, 1776. 


@ Roshan Chandrasena and 2 others 


13 @) 


(2) Ike Awgu 


INN (Ike News Network) will attempt to keep pace 
with election results and witty banter. Ike is however 
in the midst of travel and updates may be sporadic. 
**Stay tuned.** 


© You, Diego Lopez and 24 others 


iy 26 O 


7 & ke Awgu 


8 years. No scandals. No mistresses. No 
impeachment hearings. America will soon miss 
Obama. #Americathefarce 


© You, Ben Greenborg and 98 others 
sdée 100 M6 


(2) Ike Awgu 
Jan 3,2014+ & 
What we touch, touches us too. 


03 
03 1 a 
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CHAPTER 6: WISDOM 
INN Ike News Briefing #5 


Fr Ike Awgu 
7 Dec 1,2015 + & 


When | was in University group 
projects made me realize why 
Batman works alone. 


© Erica Diener and 48 others 


49 V2 


i) Ike Awgu 
> Feb 4,2022 - & 


Question: If | just want to park illegally downtown 
can | wear a baseball cap and say I'm a Trucker so | 
don't get ticketed? Maybe have a "F&SK Trudeau" 
sticker to make it seem legit? Any other laws | can 
ignore? Asking for a friend. 


Oe You, Mark R. Garnes and 73 others 


ae 75 © 23 


Fi . Ike Awgu 
Feb 20, 2022 - & 


Memories from better, calmer times. 


( > 
@ Ike Awgu 
Jul 16, 2016 - & 


You dont need CNN, FOX or the 
CBC, just monitor my news feed. 


“O>) Ike Awgu 
Oct 20,2022: & 


| like Liz Truss. She makes me feel 
like | could be anything, even PM 
of the UK. 


#05 
a5 D2 a1 


Fy Ike Awgu 
> Apr 16, 2013 


The older | get the worse Noam 
Chomksy's old speeches begin to 
sound. 


@ Warren Andrew and 1 other 


02 Oe6 


‘g Ike Awgu 
= Oct 31, 2015 - 2&8 


This Halloween I’m going to be disguised as Justin 
Trudeau and George W. Bush's life stories: a picture 
of my Dad carrying me around. 


© Trevin Stratton and 12 others 


013 O03 


‘g Ike Awgu 
~ Oct 31, 2015 
Lazy costume idea: Uber Driver. 


© Mark R. Garnes and 11 others 


nm) 12 O2 
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INN Ike News Briefing #6 


‘ge Ike Awgu 
% Nov 6, 2012 + 2&8 


Tomorrow | plan to write a column on why [Insert 
winner's name here]'s victory was inevitable. 


4 
4 O3 


gE Ike Awgu 
dan 1,2013 + && 


Tomorrow, is the first blank page 
of a 365 page book. Write a good 
one. 


©27 
wo 27 2 


«&\) Ike Awgu 
4 Jan7,2013 + 3&3 


Always be skeptical. 


@ Trevin Stratton and 5 others 


v6 O4 


SL): Ike Awgu 
x Jan7,2013 + 3 


No surprise there. 


TECHYVILLE.COM 
Unemployed Black Woman Pretends to be White, 
Job Offers Suddenly Skyrocket 


If you don't believe that racism in the job market i... 


me Ike Awgu 
* Apr 4, 2013 + && 


| miss Christopher Hitchens - very proud to have 
shared a drink with him while he was healthy and 
alive. 


@ Mark R. Garnes and 7 others 


v8 Sa, 


A . Ike Awgu 
= Apr 2, 2013 - & 


Despite his demons, | don't think I'll ever see a singer 
with more talent in my lifetime: 


YOUTUBE.COM 
Michael Jackson - They Don't Care About Us 
(Official Prison Version) 


iG) Ike Awgu 
: May 30, 2020 + 


Congratulations to the astronauts 
who left the Planet today. Wise 
decision. 


@s Steve Wollock and 91 others 
o) 92 (10 fo 2 


“>: ike Awgu 
Jan 21,2019 - & 


If you think you are too small to make a difference, 
you haven't spent the night with a mosquito. 


© Mark R. Garnes and 11 others 
a) 12 {2 
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CHAPTER 7: HOUSING ISSUES 
= 


AGWU 


| andlordlawyer.c@ 


| Red Canadian Association of Black Lawyers 7 


B 3,008 followers 


3w 


We were deeply saddened to hear about the loss of Ikechukwu "Ike" Awgu. Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to his family and friends, and may his soul rest in eternal peace. 


Antoine L. Collins 

« Lawyer « Adjudicator « Refugee Protection Division 

3w - Edited 
The Ottawa Chapter of The Canadian Association of Black Lawyers (CABL) is truly 
saddened to hear about the loss of one of our own, fellow friend and lawyer, Ikechukwu 
(Ike) Awgu. His passing is a great loss not just to the legal profession, but to the 
community. Ike's dedication, talent, and passion were inspiring, he will be deeply missed. 
Please know that our thoughts and sympathies are with his family and loved ones during 
this difficult time. May his memory continue to inspire, and his legacy live on. 
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Tenants vs landlords: COVID made a bad 
situation worse 
Released Tuesday, 6th October 2020 


Lawyers for landlords and tenants can agree on two things: More adjudicators are 
needed to clear delays; and legislation meant to help doesn't. A feisty debate with with 
landlord lawyer Ike Awgu and tenants lawyer Daniel Tucker-Simmons. 


httos://www.podchaser.com/podcasts/ontario-today-phone-ins-from-c- 
13251/episodes/tenants-vs-landlords-covid-mad-76087879 


42). Ike Awgu a 
4 Jul 30,2020 - © 


Tomorrow afternoon an urgent motion is being 

heard in Superior Court to prolong the moratorium on 
evictions for another few months. | will be one of the 
interveners. This motion, if successful, will bankrupt 
tens of thousands of landlords. The motion is being 
brought by the Advocacy Centre for Tenants Ontario. 
| found out about this through a client a day ago. 
There will be virtually no landlord voices present. 


COURT FILE NO; CV-20-638480 


SCHEDULE “A” TERMS 


[1] A case conference to set « schedule for this motion and to onsider a 
request for an interim stay of the order of Morawetz C.1OSCJ will be held 
before Myers J. by Zoom on July 31, 2020, at 11:30 a.m 


[2] Service of motion materials in thix contemplated proceeding may be 
made by email and shall be deemed effective on the date the omail is sent 
ur, if sent after 4:00 p.m. on the next day. No acknowledgement of receipt 
for email service is required for this motion 


[3] All evidence, motion records, and factume shall be filed with the court 
by delivering them as attachments to an email to the other parties and 
the Motions Coordinator in searchable PDF format. No Books of Authority 
Of #atutory materials are to be sont to the other parties or the Motions 
Coordinator. References to case law or statutory matenal shall bo made 
by hyperlinks to CanLII contained in the parties’ factums or in 4 separate 
lint of authorities 


(4 Any case conferences and all motion bearings will be held by 
telephone conforence on a line arranged by the Motions Coordinator. The 
parties and the presiding judge may use videoconference technology 
(whether Skype or Microsoft Teams or otherwise) as may be available to 
them all and acceptable to the presiding judge 


[5] Upon the courthouse reopening to the public, each party shall file 
with the Civil Motions Office » copy of all the material he abe, or it 
delivered electronically for thia proceeding. with proof of service, and pay 
the appropriate fees therefor 


16] This endorsement i# effective when signed. No formal order ix 
required 


(7) All parties are given notice that: 


a. The presiding judge may convene one or more case 
conferences and make all orders as he deeaw appropriate 
under Rule 50.13(6) to ensure the efficient hearing of the 
urgent motion that is the subject of thie endorsement: and 
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How the pandemic is preventing some landlords 
from evicting tenants who endanger their safety 


Ike Awgu ove 
3 Jun 12, 2020 - ©) Province put a moratorium on 
evictions during COVID-19 so 
people can shelter in place 


Victory in Court today for the Diaz Family. :) 


Farrah Merali - CBC 

News - Posted: Jun 06, 2020 5:00 
a AM EDT | Last Updated: June 8, 
2020 


Sherr Marie Diaz, left, with her 
‘A mother Josephine Diaz in front of 
@©9O Sarika Naidoo and 50 others their family home in 


Scarborough. (Martin Trainor/CBC 
51 4 
1 ~ ~ News) 


When the Landlord and Tenant board ordered the eviction of a tenant living in the 
basement of the Diaz family home in Scarborough, Sherr Marie Diaz thought her fear 
and anxiety were finally over. 


"| can't do this anymore. Like, every day | fear for my mom," said Diaz, whose mother 
Josephine, 74, is the landlord. 


Diaz and her mother are both fearful of the tenant, who they say has refused to stop 
smoking, even after being told it endangers the health of the Diaz family. They also say 
the tenant has been aggressive toward them. 


But they've quickly learned no evictions would be enforced due to a moratorium brought 
in by the provincial government because of COVID-19, so people can continue to 
shelter in place. 


"We feel like we're prisoners in our own home because we cannot do anything." 

The Landlord and Tenant Board (LTB) ruled the tenant's smoking impaired the safety of 
Diaz, her mother and her 78-year-old father Juan Diaz, who had chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease. He died just weeks after the eviction notice was first served to the 
tenant, after being hospitalized. 
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Diaz's mother is one of two Toronto landlords who are speaking out after they've failed 
to evict tenants they say have put their safety at risk during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The Ontario government implemented the moratorium in March. While LTB hearings are 
still being held in cases where there is a threat to safety or illegal activity, evictions can't 
be enforced. 


There is a process to appeal the moratorium in certain cases, but it involves seeking 
permission from the courts and requires a lawyer. 


No smoking 


Diaz said the problems with the tenant started not long after he moved in this 
past January. She claims not only did he stop paying rent, but that he also began 
smoking in the unit. 


Diaz told CBC News she repeatedly implored the tenant to stop lighting up. 
"| keep on pleading ... but nothing happened ...," said Diaz, who said the tenant denied 
he was smoking in the house. 


On April 4 — during a night when Diaz said they could smell the smoke — she said her 
father experienced shortness of breath and coughing, which she believed to be an 
asthma attack. It got worse and on April 5 she said she reluctantly took him to hospital, 
a process complicated by his Alzheimers and vascular dementia. 


As well, he couldn't have visitors because of the pandemic. 


A sign outside the Diaz family home. Sherr Marie Diaz says prior to moving in, the 
tenant agreed not to smoke in the house because her mother is immuno-compromised 
and her father, who had chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, had oxygen tanks in the 
house. (CBC News) 


"| wasn't there to tell him, 'Don't touch 
your face, don't touch your nose. 
Don't remove your mask.' He's there 
by himself. He doesn't know the 
consequences of that," Diaz said. 


He was discharged but hospitalized 
again a few days later. On April 25, 
Jose Diaz died in hospital. Sherr 
Marie Diaz said he tested positive for 
COVID-19. 


"| didn't even say goodbye," said Diaz, fighting back tears. 
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Because of the pandemic, the LTB is only hearing urgent cases involving illegal acts or 
serious safety concerns. The Diaz family successfully applied for a hearing in May, 
arguing the safety risk posed by the tenant. 


An eviction order was granted on May 25. 


"The Tenant has seriously impaired the safety of others by smoking marijuana in a 

house with oxygen tanks. There is a risk of a fire or explosion," an adjudicator found. 

"The Tenant further impaired the safety of the Landlord and her husband, as they were 
at risk of asthma attack." 


Josephine Diaz, left, pictured with her 
late husband, Jose. (Sherr Marie 
Diaz) 


., Despite the order, the tenant has not 
# moved out, and because of the 
moratorium the order can't be 
enforced. Both Josephine and Sherr 
Marie Diaz said attempts to confront 
the tenant have prompted him to 
become more aggressive. 


: "As long as he is here we can't live 
» | peacefully," said Josephine Diaz. 
Another eviction 


Mary Denbraber, 91, was also 
granted an order to evict her 
downstairs tenant but he has not 
moved out. 


| Ss &: . » Denbraber — who cannot walk — 
x , li =>. 2 \. said because of her deteriorating 
> Wk "4 a2 health, she wants to move into the 
downstairs unit of the home. She argued she cannot climb down the stairs on her own 
in the event of an emergency and cannot navigate a wheelchair through the narrow 
halls upstairs. 


Mary Denbraber, 91, cannot walk and is trying to move into the ground-floor unit of her 
home. The LTB had ordered the tenant leave by April 30 but the moratorium on 
evictions means it's not being enforced. 


According to documents, the LTB supported her application in February for eviction and 
ruled the tenant should move out before April 30. 
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"At last, they saw it was not safe for me to be upstairs," said Denbraber. 

But Denbraber said not only is the renter not vacating, there are a lot of people visiting 
the tenant in the home, which has a shared entrance. She's now fearful that either she 
or her support workers will be exposed to the novel coronavirus. 


"Twice a day, health workers come to feed me and help me ... They come in and the 
hallways are teeming with people half the time," said Denbraber. 


"Of course they are in danger." 
Moratorium exceptions 


It's possible to apply for an exemption from the moratorium through the Ontario 
Superior Court, but advocates say it takes both time and money. 


"In Ontario, lawyers are the ones that are able to go to Superior Court and represent 
clients," said Diana Padierna, a community legal worker with Landlord's Self-Help 
Centre, a legal clinic funded by Legal Aid Ontario. 


Ike Awgu, a lawyer with landlordlawyer.ca, represents both the Diaz Family and Mary 
Denbraber. (Submitted) 


"And a lot of the small landlords — which is the client population that we help at the 
clinic — they're not able to afford paying a lawyer, so they're pretty much on their own." 
Lawyer Ike Awgu represents both Denbraber and the Diaz family. 

"It is without a doubt there are many Diaz families out there where someone has 
suffered some sort of trauma because they couldn't remove a dangerous person from 
their property," said Awgu. 


"It's important that our decision makers are very wary of unnecessarily extending this 
moratorium." 


Government response 


In a statement to CBC Toronto about the moratorium on evictions, the Ministry of 
Housing said in part: 


"We are ensuring individuals and families are able to stay in their homes during this 
difficult time and can put their health and the health of others first." 


"If a landlord has concerns for their safety or suspects illegal activity is occurring in their 
property they should contact the local police," the statement continued. 
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The Ministry of Housing wouldn't say when the moratorium would be lifted or when 
regular hearings at the LTB would resume. 


In the meantime, Awgu said he plans to file an appeal at Divisional Court for 
Denbraber's eviction case. He said he's already filed paperwork for the Diaz family's 
appeal and their hearing is scheduled for next Friday. 


"We want our safety back — our peace,” said Sherr Marie Diaz. 
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Government Interference Won't Fix Canada's 


Real-Estate Woes 
Ike Awgu 


Huffington Post 
April 4, 2017 


Summer has finally arrived and Canada's housing market is warming up. The average 
home in Vancouver last year sold for $1.5 million and the average home in Toronto for 
$782,051. This despite the fact that the average yearly income in Vancouver was 
$71,660 and the median income in Toronto was $76,219. 


The Canadian real-estate market being hot as the air in a Sean Spicer press conference 
isn't new for Canadians -- countless volumes of editorial artillery have been unleashed 
on the subject for years -- with one blog | recently wrote discussing the prospect that 
foreign money laundering plays a role in both markets. What's intriguing about our new 
reality (however impermanent it may prove to be) is how Canadians have adapted to 
these increased prices. 


Whatever the convoluted talk about the myriad causes behind recent price escalations, 
the reality can be summarized quite easily -- the demand for housing in Toronto and 
Vancouver is higher than the supply. The surplus supply therefore must find a place to 
go -- people must live somewhere, and housing is not an optional foodstuff like 
chocolate or marshmallows. Those considering the purchase of their first home are 
often currently renting one, and so typically decide to remain where they are. This has 
resulted in many Canadians who would ordinarily have departed the rental market 
remaining there, decreasing the number of residential vacancies and increasing 
average rents. 


The average monthly rent for a one-bedroom condo in Toronto is around $1,800 a 
month and $2,400 for a two-bedroom. Vancouver is even worse, with an average rent 
of $1,900 a month for a one-bedroom condo and $3,130 for a two-bedroom. These 
prices are largely a result of people remaining in the market who shouldn't be there -- 
people who, in a more ordinary market cycle, would be homeowners but are instead 
trapped as tenants. 


Consider how this affects the general order. 


The only rule about government interference is that it always creates an unintended 
result. 


Students and the young decide to remain at home for longer, as they cannot afford to 
move out. How does this affect their parents? Young professionals must now compete 
with older, more established mature tenants in order to find a place to live. This added 
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competition increases their average rents and decreases their savings, forcing them to 
delay their first home purchase as they need time to save the down payment. 


Meanwhile, the tenants who wanted to purchase a home but were outbid by $100,000 
on each of the three homes they liked (| have clients for whom this has occurred) are 
stuck with rents as high as mortgage payments. A rent of $1,900 a month is equivalent 
to the average mortgage payment on a three-year, $400,000 mortgage with a fixed rate 
of 2.59 per cent. In other words, they are paying record-high rents for no return in value. 


There has been talk of how to solve this latest crisis and it of course revolves around 
government interference. The only rule I've thus far been able to deduce as ubiquitous 
about government interference is that it always creates an unintended result. 


"Rent control" is the meme of the hour, with advocacy groups insisting that unless rents 
in all buildings are controlled, people will be priced out of their homes. For a brief 
background, the current regime prohibits the increase of rent above a provincially 
determined guideline (usually one to three per cent per year) for any unit first occupied 
prior to Nov. 1, 1991. Lobby groups such as ACORN would like to remove this 
restriction, so all units regardless of when they were occupied are rent controlled. 


The unintended consequence of any such action would be that fewer investors and 
builders would create new housing. Further decreasing the supply of rental units in an 
environment where demand is increasing. This would be a recipe for a shortage in 
overall supply and an explosion in the number of low-quality units and landlords willing 
to create new housing (but only if they cut every corner possible in its construction and 
management). An ubiquitous price freeze on rents (and that is what a one to three per 
cent increase per year is tantamount to) would paradoxically lead to less housing and 
decreased housing quality. 


Both the housing dilemma and the rental dilemma -- two problems connected at the hip 
-- have the same solution: an increase in supply. And in time, so long as there is no 
government interference designed to spare the market from bubbles that grow too large 
and pop on their own, the system will re-balance and recover. Purchasers will realize 
that not all homes are worth $100,000 above asking price (how much capital is currently 
tied up in real estate that could be going to investments in small business or 
innovation?). 


Those of you who find yourselves in one camp or the other, tenant or landlord, 


purchaser or seller, remember that all things go in circles. When the centre cannot hold, 
it will all fall apart. 
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The Tech Revolution Rides On A Wave Of Lost 
Jobs 


Ike Awgu 


Huffington Post 
August 26, 2016 


Uber lost over 1.2 billion dollars in the first quarter of 2016 - with most of this loss 
incurred as a result of paying its drivers. The company's long term plan is reap a 
windfall by getting rid of the drivers and replacing them with self-driving vehicles. 


Fast food companies, pressured by moves to increase the minimum wage to $15 
dollars have been concerned about profits. Their long term plan is to get rid of the part 
of their businesses that complain about low wages, ask for health care benefits and are 
generally inefficient - the humans. 


"It's cheaper to buy a $35,000 dollar robotic arm than it is to hire an employee who's 
inefficient making $15 an hour bagging French fries." McDonald's CEO Ed Rensi 


There are 3.5 million professional truck drivers in the United States and over 222,000 
thousand in Canada. 


These truck drivers while crisscrossing the nation stop regularly to eat, sleep and 
entertain. In doing so they create an ecosystem of restaurants, motels and small towns 
that depend on their spending for survival. 


In May of last year, the first self-driving truck was licensed to drive in the State of 
Nevada. If the project proves successful, it will make long distance trucking massively 
more affordable and decrease road accidents. It will also likely make millions (in 
America) and hundreds of thousands (in Canada) of long haul truck drivers replaceable 
-- drivers who earn high incomes and upon whom thousands of other businesses 
(restaurants, motels and small towns) rely for income. 


If they lose their jobs many thousands of others who depend on their spending will lose 
theirs. The automated driver will never need to sleep, will never drive drunk and will 
never need health insurance. 


Automation may decimate entire sectors of our economy and virtually no one serious is 
seriously discussing it. 


"The new technological revolution has created millions of jobs (and that's great!) -- but 
Jobs for who?" 


There is an that assumption that the ‘new jobs' which spring from the ashes of the 


industries they've replaced will be of such a character that the people previously 
employed as long haul truck drivers or fast food employees will find new employment. 
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This is largely false: long haul Truck Drivers in Canada make as much as $70,000 - 
$75,000 dollars a year depending on their volume of work. In the United States, they 
earn more than 46% of all income tax filers. When and if these people re-enter the 
work force it is likely to be at a significantly lower wage. 


The new technological revolution has created millions of jobs (and that's great!) -- but 
jobs for who? 


Largely for those born with the appropriate talents and skills required to excel within it -- 
for example, math or programming. Many millions of people do not have these aptitudes 
and no amount of training with provide them with ample quantities to be employable in 
even the mid tier of these industries. We will in the future need to confront the reality 
that millions of people will have little to nothing to contribute of any appreciable value to 
the economy. 


The technological revolution is different; the industrial revolution took years to replace 
entire industries. This one takes months. Consider taxi drivers and their initial reaction 
to Uber. How many drivers, overnight, had the value of their taxi plates plunge from 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to nothing? 


How much sympathy did the general public show to their plight? Very little. Largely 
because of the bad relationship between taxi unions and the public, but also because 
the union failed to make the public understand that many of them were one "app" away 
from a similar kind of fate. 


We need to think of conceptualizing a society where people do not need to work to 
survive or find personal dignity. The technological revolution offers incredible 
opportunities but also enormous challenges. It's a pity we're hearing precious little about 
these challenges from our political leaders here in Canada or elsewhere. 


As Trotsky once said, "Everything Is relative in this world, where change alone 
endures." 
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Foreign Buyer Tax Will Make Government Rich, 
But Won't Fix Housing 


The government of B.C.'s decision to impose a 15 per cent hike in Land Transfer Taxes 
for foreigners who buy real estate in metro Vancouver will do almost nothing to lower 
high housing prices. It will, however, generate even more money for a government that 
has already profited enormously from foreign nationals. 


By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Aug 11, 2016, 12:28 PM EDT 


The government of British Columbia's decision to impose a 15-per-cent hike in Land 
Transfer Taxes for foreigners who buy real estate in Metro Vancouver will do almost 
nothing to lower high housing prices. It will, however, generate even more money for a 
government that has already profited enormously from foreign nationals seeking 
sanctuary not only for their capital (however it was gained) but also for their future. 


As | suggested previously, money laundering and other illegal activities play a 
significant role in driving up home prices in Vancouver (particularly in the condominium 
market). 


If you are hiding wealth from a foreign government or carrying out other illegal activities, 
a 15-per-cent tax on that illegal wealth is a very reasonable cost of doing business. 
Also, most foreign buying goes on at the higher, more inelastic end of the market. 


Fifteen per cent is a small tithe to pay to cover up rampant corruption. 


If you are buying a $3-million home, you can afford an additional 15-per-cent tax. If your 
kids are driving Lamborghinis in street races, you can afford a 15 per cent tax. In fact, 
the cost of 2015 Lamborghini (between $250,000 and $550,000) is exactly what the 
additional tax will cost foreigners purchasing homes between the average price ($1.5 
million) and a home on the higher end (up to $3 million). Fifteen per cent is a small tithe 
to pay to cover up rampant corruption. 


Even you are not hiding wealth or doing anything illicit, the 15-per-cent tax will still fail to 
deter a significant number of buyers. For cultural and historic reasons, property is a 
favourite asset class of many non-Canadians, particularly those arriving from 
authoritarian societies with politically volatile governments where rule of law is flimsy. 
Again, a 15-per-cent tithe is a small price to pay to guarantee the safety of your capital - 
- and bonus(!) you now have property in one of the best places to live on Earth (when 
it's not raining). 


This tax will fill government coffers with even more foreign money -- and that may not be 
such a bad thing -- particularly if the money is used to ensure there exists adequate 
affordable housing within the city core and a robust, fast public transit network. 
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At a news conference announcing the tax increase on July 25, something Premier 
Christy Clark said struck purposely over-broad: 


"... this legislation is part of the action we're taking to make sure that the dream of home 
ownership remains within the reach of the middle class in British Columbia." 


A home in British Columbia is within the reach of the middle class, but owning a home in 
the downtown core (or other highly desirable areas) of a global city like Vancouver is 
not. Nor will it be, much like owning a home in the downtown core (or other highly 
desirable areas) of a global city like Toronto is not within the reach of the middle class. 


And the same is true in other global cities in other countries -- try buying a home with a 
middle-class income in the downtown core (or another highly desirable area) of New 
York, London, Zurich, Paris, Hong Kong or Singapore. 


You can't accept the good parts of globalization and then whine about human or capital 
migration. 


The new reality is that global cities -- though livable -- are increasingly "for rent" when it 
comes to the middle class. Home is where the distant suburbs are, which is why public 
transportation is so vital. Globalization has increased the spread of wealth 
tremendously, and will only continue to do so. There are more of the rich, the wealthy 
and the just slightly above average than ever before, and they all want to live where you 
want to live. 


For the record there is nothing wrong with foreigners buying land in Canada. You can't 
accept the good parts of globalization (the spread of technology, affordable consumer 
goods, speedy travel) and then whine about human or capital migration. The latter are 
prerequisites of the former. And these foreign buyers, remember, have made a many 
Canadians very rich. 


The most interesting effect of this new tax will be its long term psychological impact on 
foreign buyers -- not its financial implications. Foreigners buy property where they feel 
their capital is safe and they can build a future. This new tax sends them the message 
that though they can certainly build a future, their capital may not be as safe as they 
thought it was. It is on that faint hope that the cooling of the real estate market in metro 
Vancouver relies. 


So, if you're buying a home in that city in 2017, bring your shorts -- next summer will still 
be plenty hot. 
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Money Laundering Is Inflating Canadian Real 
Estate Prices 


By Ike Awqu, Contributor, Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Canada's real estate market is hotter than the rhetoric coming out of Donald Trump's 
mouth; moving faster than the speed at which Hilary Clinton runs from debates; climbing 
higher than Bernie Sanders polling numbers with millennial's. From Vancouver to 
Toronto, it's not a bird, it's not a plane, it's the price of homes that's flying through the 
alr. 


The price of a detached home in Vancouver increased 37% over last year, meaning that 
those in the city would need 1.5 million dollars on average to purchase a property. 
Toronto isn't too much better, with the average home in May going for $782,051 dollars. 


The average yearly income in Vancouver is $71,660 dollars, meaning a home in the city 
is being sold for roughly 20 times what its residents earn. 


Toronto's median income is $76,219, meaning its homes are being sold for roughly 10 
times its residents income. The cost of homes in these cities increasingly bares no 
relation to the salaries earned by the people living there; and that's dangerous. 


Much has been written about this phenomenon -- its unsustainability, its proximate 
cause being cheap mortgages and the risk of a housing bubble, even the effect that 
foreign investors are having on housing prices. 


Most of this is generally boring and has been exhaustively discussed, but what's rarely 
mentioned, despite its enormous moral significance, is the extent to which international 
money laundering is fueling the real estate market in two of Canada's most important, 
global cities. 


The phrase "Foreign Investors" is much like the word "Sports" -- Golf and Ultimate 
Fighting are both considered "Sports" yet drastically different; one may leave you with a 
mortal injury, the other with a sunburn. 


A money launderer and wealthy entrepreneur from abroad may both be considered 
"Foreign Investors" with similarly disparate outcomes. A great deal of the former (money 
launderers) are infiltrating a porous Canadian financial system to purchase real estate in 
Vancouver and Toronto and have contributed to the out of control housing prices in both 
cities. 


"At least 85 real estate companies in Canada have not implemented a plan showing 
how they are trying to detect money laundering or other suspicious transactions; and 
why would they? This is a commission-based business, remember?" 
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It is not simply a situation whereby the wealthy from abroad have come to love our cold 
weather (in Toronto) or rainy season (in Vancouver), Canada's global cities have 
become a place where the international wealthy but corrupt can clean and park their 
illegal cash. 


At least 85 real estate companies in Canada have not implemented a plan showing how 
they are trying to detect money laundering or other suspicious transactions; and why 
would they? This is a commission-based business, remember? 


Cities like Vancouver have become places where corrupt Chinese officials can openly 
flaunt their money. Money that at its core, represents a theft of wealth from the Chinese 
people, the majority of whom still have an average income of around $10,000 Canadian 
a year -- or a fifth of what the average Canadian earns. 


We are turning a blind eye to a massive theft of wealth from poor people on the other 
side of the world -- and for the most part we are doing it on purpose. 


"The realtors appear not to be taking the rules [for detecting money laundering] or the 
reporting obligations seriously, and Fintrac seems to not be too concerned when they 
see mass non-compliance." 


Marc Cohodes, former head of Cooper River Management (a hedge fund) says he 
believes it's money laundering and other illegal activity that's driving home prices in 
Vancouver. And it's my suspicion much of the same illegal activity is driving home prices 
in Toronto -- particularly in the condominium market. 


This isn't just a problem because of ethical considerations; it's also a problem because 
of the enormous bubbles it creates in our real estate markets. Large Wall Street 
Investors who made billions when the U.S. Housing market crashed in 2008 are making 
a similar bet about the Vancouver and Toronto markets in the future. 


Other countries have taken serious steps to remedy this problem. In Australia buyers 
from outside the country are limited to newly constructed houses and apartments. 


The Swiss assign quotas to the country's 26 cantons, limiting the number of properties 
that can be sold to foreigners. 


Hong Kong charges a 15% surcharge on homes purchased by non-permanent citizens 
and has areas of the city where real estate may only be sold to permanent residents of 
Hong Kong for the next 30 years. 


Some combination of these elements, along with strong oversight, should reach the 
right mix of allowing foreign buyers to acquire Canadian assets while ensuring ordinary 
Canadians are not priced out of the market. Home is where the heart is; let's make sure 
the dream of a home keeps beating in the hearts of as many Canadians as possible. 
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Being a landlord has its benefits, but be wary of 
nightmare tenants 


Krugel, Lauren 
The Canadian Press; Toronto. 17 July 2014. 


CALGARY - Joyce Klaver's experience renting apartments to students in Waterloo, Ont. 
has been mostly good, but there have been exceptions. 


There was the young man who creeped out his roommates by making little altars out of 
animal bones and hair from the shower drain. 


"That was pretty disruptive," she said. "I had to evict him." 


Then there were the students that dumped half a truckload of sand into their common 
area and held a drunken volleyball tournament -- in the nude. 


But overall, Klaver enjoyed her time as a landlord and made a good living doing it. Her 
son now runs the business, Waterloo Off-Campus Housing. 


"Some of the kids I've met, | might see them 15 years later, much like a teacher," she 
said. 


"| get to see these kids as they're going through their lives and | keep in contact with a 
few of them." 


Becoming a landlord can be a good way to bring in some extra income, but it's 
important to do your homework to make sure you don't end up with a problem tenant -- 
and know how to respond if you do. 


It's crucial to understand what your legal obligations are and what is required from 
tenants. The law varies greatly from province to province. 


"| think the first thing you need to recognize is that as soon as you make the decision 
that you'd like to rent that you're now going into a business and it's a business that's 
governed by laws, by rules, by regulations," said Gerry Baxter, executive director of the 
Calgary Residential Rental Association, which offers courses and support to landlords. 


"You have to take the time to educate yourself in how the legislation operates." 
A lot of landlords like to think the best of people and don't effectively screen out bad 


tenants, said Rochelle Johannson, a lawyer with the Centre for Public Legal Education 
in Alberta. 
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"They really liked the person that came, so they let them rent even though they might 
not be a perfect tenant on paper. And then there were problems later on." 


Just calling references may not be enough, as a friend can easily pose as a past 
landlord and sing a prospective tenant's praises. Johannson recommends doing a little 
more digging and even using social media to get more background. 


In many cases, an applicant must consent to having personal information shared. 


Ike Awgu, an Ottawa lawyer who represents landlords, said employment checks are 
also necessary. 


"It's not only to ascertain whether or not they can afford to live in your unit and have 
been working there for a while. But also so that if things go south, if you have to sue 
them for money or they cause damage, you can garnish their wages." 


Just one letter from a lawyer to a delinquent tenant's workplace is often embarrassing 
enough to get a prompt payment, said Awgu. 


Like references, Awgu recommends approaching the employment check with a bit of 
skepticism. 


"Google things, people," he said. 


Some landlords do credit checks on their prospective tenants, but Awgu said that's not 
necessarily the best way to get an accurate picture. A lot of new Canadians or young 
tenants won't have much of a credit history and "there are people who have really good 
credit and then they're just monsters." 


If issues do come up, responding quickly and in a consistent manner is key. Johannson 
says it's a good idea to set out a protocol ahead of time outlining the steps to be taken if 
a tenant does cause problems. 


And make sure to get everything in writing. 


"If you're standing in front of the judge, if you have things that are written that a judge 
can look at and see, then you're already starting off on a better foot," said Johannson. 


Awgu said letting bad situations drag on too long just makes matters worse. Often 
landlords want to solve the problem themselves instead of getting help from a lawyer 
early on. 


"The number of stories | hear that began with '| wanted to be a nice person.’ are legion," 


he said. "You can't let yourself be made a fool of. And far too many landlords basically 
do that by the time they call our office." 
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INN - Ike News Network Briefing #7 


ae i Ike Awgu wee 
J . Ike Awgu nae May 21,2020: © 
J Nov 6, 2022 & ca 


| despise our elites. And those of you who think the Cataclysms tend to accelerate trends that are 
decisions of these imbeciles will not affect you are already underway. Most of those laid off have been 
are in store for a very bad time. Your home's value is in sectors of the economy that were already under 


going to plummet (your greatest asset) your cost of 
living is going to skyrocket (your private sector 
wages will not increase) but your income is going to 


pressure from automation. Many did not explore this 
technology simply out of a reluctance to try new 


remain the same. You have enjoyed a wealth that is things or risk aversion. COVID will result in adoption 
unconnected to your (or our) actual productivity. Not of this technology wholesale in retail (why hire the 
for much longer. And your suffering will be for same number of people at the coffee store?) like we 


nothing --- literally. It will be for fights you cannot 
win, enemies who are not your own, and disputes 
you do not care about. You are being betrayed. 


©O® Steve Kuhnle and 9 others 


have never seen before. As I've stated many times, 
this is the new future of work. Large cities (New York, 
Toronto) already unaffordable BEFORE COVID 
eliminated the jobs of many who work in their core. 
a) 10 U3 a1 They will now see a mass exodus unless housing 
costs decrease significantly. They will not. 

Landlords and speculators overpaid for condos and 


7) - ia 6 "are stuck with mortgages for boxes in the sky that 
are overvalued (and relied on money laundering — 
True story from Hamilton home buyer : see my other articles). Areas in the suburbs will 


*Bank assessed the house | put an offer on 120k 
lower* 

"We offered 105k over on a small home in the east 
end, as that's what other comparable homes were 


grow significantly as employees with large incomes 
(tech or other) who can work from home decide to 
do so and use their purchasing power to buy more 


going for over the last few months. We brought an property. People in cities will start selling or putting 
inspector to our showing, got pre-approved for ‘QM Ike Awau __, |no 
mortgage, and we offered it unconditional. | KNOW 8 May 16, 2020 - © -ket 


this sounds crazy and stupid to those not in the 
market right now, but unfortunately this is market 
standard to put no conditions to even be considered. 


COVID is going to create wildly efficient companies 
who have a minimum of commercial space and 
remote employees anywhere in the world. The tax 
base in cities like San Francisco is going to be 


We got our offer accepted and started the mortgage CRUSHED as companies like Twitter just leave. 


process through CIBC. Their appraisal came back 


120k less than our purchase price/15k below O13 

original listing price. a 13 Os 2D 
We now are in a shitty situation to try and find that ‘ON ike Awgu 

120k in cash which is not possible, lose our 15k 8 May 16,2020: © 


deposit on the house and walk away, speak to the ; : : 
owners about lowering price (they're not open) ortry Commercial real estate is going to 


to find a different mortgage lender on short notice. collapse 

This is really a nightmare and I’d suggest other 

people be aware of this possibility! It’s such a hard © #8 You and 18 others 

market but still do risk evaluation." 

© Lauren Brown and 22 others ly 19 On A 
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Ike’s Book — The Landlord Starter Guide 


Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks >» Professional & Technical 


-ANDLORD 
STARTER GUIDE 


HOW TO SURVIVE AS A LANDLORD IW THE AGE OF 


COVID 19 


Roll over image to zoom in 


Read sample 


Landlord Starter Guide: How 
to survive as a landlord in the 
age of COVID-19 Kindle Edition 


by Jonathan Sargeant (Author) Format: Kindle Edition 
3.1 aww ~ = = Sratings See all formats and editions 


Kindle Edition Paperback 
$0.00 bdieunlimited $14.99 


This title and over 4 million more 1 New from $14.99 
available with Kindle Unlimited 
$9.99 to buy 


This is the #1 guide to avoiding predatory/professional tenants 
and becoming a successful landlord. It also encompasses the 
best practices moving forward during the age of COVID-19. 
COVID-19 is affecting evictions, inspections and residential and 
commercial tenancies to an extent never before seen in our 
lifetimes. Written by an eviction lawyer and landlord with over 15 
years of experience, these are tips and guidelines from the 
trenches that you will not find elsewhere. They have been 
earned through the blood, sweat and tears of landlords who 
have been to eviction tribunals and court. 


The landlord guides currently on the market focus near 
exclusively on management advice for landlords (things like 
tracking your expenses, advertising your vacancies or managing 
maintenance). This book touches on those elements of being a 
landlord, but its real value is in showing you how to avoid 
predatory/professional tenants and prepare ahead of time for 
possible evictions. One predatory/professional tenant can cost a 
landlord far, far more than negligent maintenance routines or 
vacancies! Yet there is a paucity of guidance on how to avoid 
these professional tenants or, once you find yourself as a 
landlord to them, managing a successfully eviction while 
minimizing the damage to your asset. The #1 risk to your real 
estate investment is not going to be vacancies, it's going to be 
bad tenants. That is the primary strength of this invaluable quick 
read. 
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CHAPTER 8: PHOTOS 


2001-2002 


Jewe Gutman the Awgu 
Co-President Co-President 
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Jul 17,2019 - 


4 . ‘ , A Lisa A\ Ike Ai 
g Ike Awgu is with Eric Tam and 3 others. °°° 3 perie2016 2 


Look what | found © 


Found this while cleaning - think its from high 
school grad night 


@DO You, Mark R. Garnes and 68 others 
< _ Ike Awgu Q 


Lisa Awgu 38 
Oct 14,2015 - 2&8 


| would like to wish my brother Ike Awgu the 
happiest of birthdays. May you continue to be you! 
Im so proud of all you have accomplished and 
continue to do. You work hard and play hard and live 
life to the fullest. | am sure this will be another year 
for you filled with blessings. Wishing you health and 
happiness and all your heart desires. Many more 
good memories to come. Love u! 


© You, Ike Awgu and 22 others 
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§ Lisa Awgu > Ike Awgu 
Oct 14,2016 + 2&8 


Happy birthday to my wonderful brother. Still as 
cute as can be! Love you to the moon and back, 
can't wait to see you and celebrate!!! 
#birthdayBlessings 
#theThrowbackTraditionContinues 


Mark R. Garnes shared a memory — 
® with Ike Awgu. 
Dec 21,2015 - © 


Wow remember when we survived the Mayan 
apocalypse? That was crazy - with Ike Awgu. 


Mark R. Garnes is with Ike Awgu. 
@ Dec 21,2012: © 


We survived the apocalypse - with Ike Awgu. 


94 


CHAPTER 9: RACE POLITICS 


The Writings of Ike J. Awgu 


Ike in the New York Times 


Advice From Dear Abby on Baby Names Touches a Nerve 


By JOHN ELIGON 


Eight months pregnant, Valarie 
Kaur is in the process of selecting 
aname for her second child, a girl. 

Ms. Kaur, an author and activ- 
ist, is a third-generation Sikh- 
American. She named her son 
Kavi, which means poet, because 
two of his great-grandfathers 
were poets. 

She said she planned to choose 
a similarly meaningful name for 
her unborn daughter. So Ms. Kaur 
was furious when she saw on Twit- 
ter this week that the long-run- 
ning syndicated advice column 
Dear Abby had encouraged read- 
ers to avoid giving their children 
“unusual” names. 

“Not only can foreign names be 
difficult to pronounce and spell, 
but they can also cause a child to 
be teased unmercifully,” wrote the 
Dear Abby columnist, Jeanne 
Phillips, “Sometimes the name 
can be a problematic word in the 
English language. And one that 
sounds beautiful in a foreign lan- 
guage can be grating in English.” 

The heated reaction to the col- 
umn — which has been a staple in 
American households for decades 
and was started by Ms. Phillips's 


mother, who used the pen name 
Abigail Van Buren — has inspired 
a fresh debate about identity, ac~ 
ceplance and inclusion. 

“Abby’s column was deeply in- 
furiating and also revelatory,” Ms, 
Kaur said. “Abby is clinging to an 
old America, where white is con- 
sidered the norm and everything 
else deviant and inferior.” Ms. 
Kaur added that she and her part- 
ner believed it was more impor- 
tant for a child's name to connect 
them to their heritage than for it to 
be easy to pronounce. 

Ms. Phillips did not respond toa 
request for comment. 

For some readers, Ms. Phillips’s 
advice was simply practical. 
“She's right. Get over it,” Ike J. 
Awe, a lawyer from Ottawa, 
wrote on Twitter. 

Mr. Awgu, whose father is from 
the former Biafra and whose 
mother is from Antigua, said that 
while his given first name was 
Ikechukwu, certainly not the easi- 
est name to pronounce, his middle 
name is Jonathan. He goes by 
“Ike,” he said, because it is easier 
for Canadians to understand. Yet 
he snickered at the suggestion 
that he was in any way abandon- 


ing his culture by using a simpli- 
fied version of his real name, 

The reality, Mr. Awgu, 34, said, 
is that long, foreign-sounding 
names do not end up sticking. 
“The practical effect of that is no- 
body calls them that,” he said, “So 
they end up with some truncated 
name that is Anglicized any way.” 

The issue for some people, how- 
ever, is making an effort. 

Marwa Balkar, who does hu- 


Foreign names can ‘be 
difficult to pronounce 
and spell.’ 


manitarian work, is from Califor- 
nia but has Circassian heritage. 
On the first day of a job she once 
had, she told her manager her 
name, which is pronounced pho- 
netically, just like it looks, The 
manager asked her if she went by 
any other name, 

“Is my five-letter, perfectly pho- 
netic name too difficult for you,” 


Ms. Balkar recalled thinking. 

In other instances, Ms. Balkar 
said that people just shorten her 
name or give her nicknames that 
they make up, like Mars or Mar. “I 
think it’s a combination of physi- 
cal appearance, foreign name and 
fear of mispronouncing it,’ Ms. 
Balkar, 25, said of why people 
were reluctant to call her by her 
proper name. “I don't mind mis- 
pronunciation at all. What I do 
love is just effort, whether you nail 
it or not.” 

During a recent conversation 
with a radio host, Anand Girid- 
haradas, a writer, said the host 
kept mispronouncing his name. 
He eventually tried to correct him. 

“You know, you all have no 
problem saying Dostoyevsky and 
Tchaikovsky,” he recalled saying, 
The host responded by pointing 
out that he learned to pronounce 
Dostoyevsky and Tchaikovsky be- 
cause both were famous. 

“The reality is that a lot of this 
has to do not with names but with 
whiteness,” Mr. Giridharadas, 37, 
said. “There are a lot of compli- 
cated names from Polish and Rus- 
sian and Italian and German 
backgrounds that have become 


DANIAN ROVARGANES/ ASSOCIATED PRESS 


second nature to Americans.” The 
“unusual” names referred to in 
the Dear Abby column aren't 
unique in their complexity, he 
said. They just tend to come from 
places where people aren't white. 

And they tend to have real- 
world consequences. An abun- 
dant amount of research has 
shown that job applicants who 
submit résumés with white- 
sounding names were more likely 
to get responses than those with 
black-sounding names. 

This discrimination has caused 


Jeanne Phillips, daughter of 
the original Dear Abby. 


Aaron Rahsaan Thomas to lean 
into his full name. A television 
writer and producer, Mr. Thomas 
said he once wrote a script for a 
major Hollywood director and got 
positive feedback on it. The direc- 
tor’s only criticism was to ask Mr. 
Thomas to remove his middle 
name from the title page because 
it was an easy tell that Mr, Thomas 
was black and that might influ- 
ence someone's opinion of the 
script. 

Mr. Thomas kept his full name 
on the title page. 

“I feel anyone who would judge 
the project or the person behind it 
through a stereotypical lens was 
someone I wouldn’t want to be in 
business with anyway,” he said. 

Mr. Thomas wants people to 
know he is black, especially other 
aspiring black writers. He also 
wants to honor the reason his fa- 
ther, a theologian, named him the 
way he did — giving him a Jewish 
first name, a Muslim middle name 
and a Christian last name. 

“IT can think of nothing more 
American than a name that cor 
bines the three biggest wester 
religions,” he said, 


[...] For some readers, Ms. Phillips’s advice was simply practical. “She’s right. Get over 
it,” Ike J. Awgu, a lawyer from Ottawa, wrote on Twitter. 


Mr. Awgu, whose father is from the former Biafra and whose mother is from Antigua, 
said that while his given first name was Ikechukwu, certainly not the easiest name to 
pronounce, his middle name is Jonathan. He goes by “Ike,” he said, because it is easier 
for Canadians to understand. Yet he snickered at the suggestion that he was in any way 
abandoning his culture by using a simplified version of his real name. 


The reality, Mr. Awgu, 34, said, is that long, foreign-sounding names do not end up 
sticking. “The practical effect of that is nobody calls them that,” he said. “So they end up 
with some truncated name that is Anglicized any way.” [...] 
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INN Ike News Network BRIEFING #8 


j \ Ike Awgu 

Nov 24,2014 - && 
At this moment in every timezone in the world, 
Anons are watching and preparing our wrath should 
the police abuse the protesters in the USA. 


#Ferguson #anonymous 


©4 


8 


Obama has been an incredible President. And the 
stupid and non-sequitur arguments I've heard 
arrayed against him have reminded me of my own 
identity. Sadly, being black still matters. A lot. And 
not in a "Will Smith" sort of way. 


Ike Awgu 


Jan 9,2015 + 33 


© Trevin Stratton and 21 others 


“O>\. kke Awgu 
: Mar 22 - &) 
What's the difference between an American police 


officer and a bullet? 


When a bullet kills an unarmed person you know it's 
been fired. 


ees 
13 Ov @ 


A 8 Ike Awgu 


Sending in this picture for my new job application at 
CBC Hockey night in Canada (I'm in the middle). 


@0O You, Chris Dacey and 45 others 


i 47 CIs a 


“6. Ike Awgu 
Jan 20,2015 + & 


I'm a little tired of MLK worship. 
Malcolm X never gets the credit he 
deserves. 


‘Q)\) Ike Awgu 
r Jul31,2020+ § 


Want to see something that's aged like milk under a 
bathroom tub? ME to WE cribs episode. 


VIMEO.COM 
MTV Cribs: Craig Kielburger Epsiode 
Haddon Strategy directed and field produced a un... 


Q 


The naming of diseases and pandemics has always 
been political. When Syphilis emerged, the British 
insisted on calling it the "French Disease". The 
French insisted on calling it the "Italian Disease" and 
the nations of Arabia called it the "Christian 
Disease". Today, its just Syphilis, and eventually the 
current virus dominating our news will simply be 
called COVID-19. All fires diminish in time, no matter 


Ike Awgu 


Mar 25,2020 - 


how hot. 
© Steve Kuhnle and 17 others 
18 O5 be? 
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Not Everyone Who Wears Blackface on 
Halloween Is Racist 


By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Oct 30, 2013, 05:44 AM EDT 


I'm a little tired of hearing about blackface costumes and how | should be offended by 
people who are obviously not racists. Context matters. Intentions matter. If a group of 
white dudes decide to dress up as a black-skinned Jamaican bobsled team, should | be 
offended? Why, because they aren't 'black' Jamaicans? Jamaica is a multi-racial 
country. | was at a bar once and this exact thing happened; | felt as thought | "nad" to 
be offended even though, really, | didn't care and thought it was a funny costume. 
Perhaps in the new age, we need to find a term aside from "racist" to describe 
behaviour that is simply racially insensitive or stupid. 


When a sharp knife is used over and over again, its edge begins to dull. I'm a little tired 
of hearing about blackface costumes and how | should be offended by people who are 
obviously not racists, obviously not trying to mock all human beings who happen to be 
black and are instead just trying to look like their favourite television character. There is 
a difference between being racist and just being insensitive, particularly when some 
people are too sensitive about everything except the things that actually matter. 


Context matters. Intentions matter. Not every person who dresses up as their favourite 
celebrity character (who happens to be black) is hearkening back to the era of the 
minstrel show or doing so for some other malevolent reason. Nor do | believe, for the 
record, that the effect is de-facto malevolent or dehumanizing of people of colour. Some 
of the outrage over innocent people throwing on some dark make-up says more about 
the racial insecurities of the complainants than the behaviour itself. 

If a group of white dudes decide to dress up as a black skinned Jamaican bobsled 
team, should | be offended? Why, because they aren't 'black' Jamaicans? Jamaica is a 
multi-racial country. | was at a bar once and this exact thing happened; | felt as thought | 
"had" to be offended even though, really, | didn't care and thought it was a funny 
costume. No longer. 


Are we to forever be held hostage by what a bunch of white people in the United States 
decided to do for entertainment in the early 19th century? | have never watched Orange 
Is The New Black and have no idea who "Crazy Eyes" is, but | doubt seriously that 
Julianne Hough intended to offend anyone by dressing up as some character from an 
HBO TV show, however cringe inducing. What Hough did is very different from the 
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human refuse who dressed up as Trayvon Martin or dress up as a generic "black 
person" that personifies their stereotypes. 


Perhaps in the new age, we need to find a term aside from "racist" to describe 
behaviour that is simply racially insensitive or stupid. At worst, that's all that Julianne 
Hough, who | had never even heard of prior to two days ago, is guilty of. And a lot of 
black people aren't really offended by insensitive mistakes by people like Julianne 
Hough, they're just doing what | had to do in that bar -- acting offended because they 
believe it's how they are "supposed" to behave. 


98 


The Writings of Ike J. Awgu 


"Black focused' schools are not the answer 


IKE AWGU 
PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 28, 2007 
THE GLOBE AND MAIL 


Proposals by educators for the creation of "black focused" schools in parts of Toronto, 
well intentioned as they may be, are as insulting as they are ridiculous. Such schools 
would not be in the interests of students, parents or Canadian society at large. 


"Black focused" schools do not recognize or affirm African-Canadian identity; they 
trivialize it. Instead of contributing to the solution for problems facing segments of 
Canada's black community, these schools mask those problems and steamroll over the 
reality of the issues that are holding back segments of our country's population. Broken 
family structures and a profound lack of racial confidence are the real culprits behind the 
underperformance of parts of Canada's black population. 


Statistical information about the dropout and failure rates of black students in Canadian 
high schools is useful only insofar as the categories created by those statistics is 
meaningful. The Canadian system takes everyone identified as "black" and throws them 
into the same category, masking the differences between segments of this community. 
According to statistics collected by the Toronto District School Board, by the age of 16, 
more than half of all young black males in Toronto public schools have fallen behind 
and are more likely to drop out. The figures do not distinguish between "blacks" who are 
the children of immigrants, "blacks" from Somalia, "blacks" from Nigeria or "blacks" from 
Scarborough; all are thrown together into the same category. It is politically far easier for 
many to pretend that underachievement is a "black" problem than to see it as one 
concentrated in cultural segments of the black community. 


Aggregate data conceals the fact that Canadian-born blacks from specific foreign 
nationalities are excelling in high school, while others consistently underperform. 
According to a study conducted by the American Journal of Education earlier this year, 
immigrants and their children, who make up 13 per cent of the U.S. college-age black 
population, account for more than 25 per cent of the black students at lvy League and 
other elite universities. Black immigrants from Africa averaged the highest educational 
attainment of any population group in the United States, including whites and Asians. 
These students are no less subject to racism from educators, biased curriculum or 
bigotry from society at large than are other American blacks. Cultural differences 
between these groups go further in explaining their divergence in achievement than 
does blaming a lack of an "Afro-centric” curriculum. 


We need to try and understand more about the failing ones. Where do they come from? 
Where do their parents come from? What are their family lives like? What are the 
differences between them and the other groups who excel? Taking the easy route and 
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saying it's a "black" problem requiring a separate school system is nothing less than the 
abandonment of these young people. 


If parents are genuinely interested in having their children learn more about Africa, they 
can send them to after-school programs, like Canadian students with any other 
heritage. When | was growing up, | attended an Igbo school, where | learned my father's 
language; one of my best friends attended Chinese school on the weekends. We both 
learned more about our parents’ origins and were stronger Canadians for it. These 
programs, which give children some sense of racial confidence, are far more sensible 
than pretending all black students have something culturally in common and starting a 
separate, unequal and un-Canadian school system. 


The message that this school proposal sends to black students is that they need racial 
segregation in order to excel with confidence. But the world is not a racially segregated 
"Afro-centric" public school; it is a diverse place, just as Canada is a diverse country. It 
is good and well that educators are looking for solutions for their students, but this 
proposal will serve only to make a bad problem worse. The school board in Toronto and 
parents who are looking for solutions need to look harder and more candidly. Their 
children deserve it. 
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Are Afro-centric schools here to stay? 


by Ike Awgu 
April 1, 2014 
Black Ottawa Scene 


So-called Afro-centric schools in Toronto have purportedly been a success — according 
at least to the Toronto Star and other, less high profile proponents of the idea, whose 
praise would likely occur independently of the programs actual success or failure. 
Nonetheless, what precisely is being celebrated? And has the program truly succeeded 
in any meaningful measure? 


The Toronto Star, in a glowing and no doubt well meaning article about the schools, 
describes it’s students as ‘thriving’. This is of course wonderful and likely to be true. 
The relevant question is however, whether or not, but for the afro-centric school, those 
same students would not be “thriving”. There are other tremendously valid questions of 
course (even if such schools were shown to enable a set of students to excel, that 
would not necessarily mean they had sufficient merit to be instituted) but setting that 
more complex point aside, consider the manner in which success of such an initiative 
may be measured. 


The problem is, one would expect higher test scores and improved behavior from 
students who attend such a school, as the program (and this is important) will self-select 
parents who care more about their children and are engaged in their education. Parents 
are required to enroll their children in the program, which means it screens 
automatically for parents who are involved in the lives of their children, have done 
research on the program and are more likely to be intimately involved in their children’s 
education. 


In other words, precisely the criteria required to ensure your child is not dropping out of 
high school, underachieving or being, “pushed out” as some are fond of saying, prior to 
graduation. It will be tremendously difficult to ascertain what academic success among 
students is a result of the program and what portion of the students would have excelled 
anyway. Conjecture on this point may for some continue forever, but | am unfortunately 
burdened by what | know — which is that the conjecture is unnecessary — specialized 
schools always self select the parents most interested in their children’s success. 


So the quantitative results, although not yet in, will not be disappointing and will show 
improvement over average grades/ test scores. They will not however, plug the hole in 
the black community that gave rise to the need for such schools in the first place. Just 
as aboriginal schools (which already exist) have not and will not plug the hole that too 
many of its young people (they are our young people too) are tumbling through. 


101 


The Writings of Ike J. Awgu 


Facts are inconvenient things. For example, excessive consumption of chocolate makes 
you fat. Although | find this fact inconvenient, the laws of physics and biology pay no 
heed to my irritation when adding inches to my waist. And in a similar fashion, nothing 
will change the fact that the collapse of the nuclear family within a segment of the black 
community (descendants of slaves) is the primary reason so many of our children fall 
through the cracks to be broken against the hard steel of prejudice, racism, academic 
failure and depression. So long as an enormous portion of black children — in the 
interest of speaking plainly here, children from the Caribbean and elsewhere who are 
the descendants of slaves — are being raised by single mothers, there will be no filling of 
the hole leading to their fall. No cushion the State can provide, large enough to prevent 
far too many from falling. Some, many, will inevitably be broken. 


The real solution lies in telling our children the truth — that the best way to ensure their 
children succeed is to ensure they are raised by two parents in a committed relationship 
— in other words, two people who are married. Single parenthood has been a disaster 
for our community — indeed, as statistics bare out, for all communities in which it is 
prevalent. One person cannot do it all; no parent can be a father and a mother. The very 
notion that a single mother can be a mother and a father (I hear this often) is as obtuse 
as it is demeaning to the role of fathers in a home. So long as this remains a problem, 
no amount of ‘specialty schools’ will save our children or the children of any other 
community. Parents are the first teachers any children meet, their home the first 
classroom. Let’s take a long, hard and honest look at that ‘school’ before prattling on 
about the others. 
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Why Are Aboriginals Afraid of Integration? 


By Ike Awqu, Contributor 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Huffington Post 


Jan 4, 2013, 05:50 AM EST 
|Updated Mar 6, 2013 


Stephen Harper blinked first. On January 11, 2013 the Prime Minister will be meeting 
with Theresa Spence and a delegation of First Nations leaders coordinated by the 
Assembly of First Nations. It would be wonderful if the meeting was televised so 
ordinary people could watch the artful way in which difficult work is avoided, hard 
questions are unasked and the theatre continues. 


At some point, aboriginal Canadians need to consider that the best hope of a future for 
their children may be integration into the mainstream of Canadian socio-economic life. 
They need also understand that integration is not the same as assimilation. 


The latter is the process by which one group's culture and language disappear and are 
lost under pressure to become part of another dominant group. The former is the 
process where one culture gains ideas, technologies and products from another without 
losing its own uniqueness and becomes part of a greater whole. 


No one is forced to assimilate in modern Canada. Tens of thousands of people from all 
over the world, from places that have living conditions worse even than those found on 
reserves, immigrate to Canada and find success. These people care no less about their 
culture of origin than aboriginal people do theirs. They care no less about their history 
than aboriginal people do theirs. They care no less about their traditions and language 
than aboriginal people do theirs. Have they been "assimilated"? 


If so, tell it to the Chinese community in Vancouver or the Lebanese community in 
Ottawa. Tell it to the Indian community in Brampton or the Portuguese community. This 
may be a fact that is inconvenient for the aboriginal industry, who profit off the continued 
misery of native people, but | don't like the fact that chocolate makes you fat and the 
chocolate | eat doesn't seem to care. 


No amount of meetings with the Prime Minister, "white papers", renovated treaties or 
twitter campaigns will give to Aboriginal people a standard of living commensurate with 
that of ordinary Canadians if they choose to live in the margins of society far away and 
disconnected from the mainstream of Canada. 


Hunger strikes and the leveraging of guilt or historic grievances will only secure more 
face time with politicians and perhaps, if public pressure makes them amenable to the 
idea, brand new "study groups," committees and white, green, blue or rainbow papers. 


103 


The Writings of Ike J. Awgu 


Appeals to guilt, by the way, will become increasingly unsuccessful over time as 
Canada changes and people become increasingly removed, both temporally and 
demographically from the origin of the grievance. This fact might be unpleasant, but it is 
true and inevitable, much like another unpleasant fact connecting good health to 
exercise; | don't like this fact -- my waistline seems oblivious to the displeasure. 


Whatever compensation or land that is owed to Aboriginals according to signed treaties 
should be paid to them. But their future lies in independence, the independence gained 
by wealth, success and yes, integration. 
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Ike News Network Briefing #9 


i . Ike Awgu 
Jun 1, 2021 - © 


How many Aboriginal Canadian 
children are we responsible for 
murdering? | am ashamed. 


@§0 John Daly and 26 others 
a) 27 (12 a 


SQ). Ike Awgu 
_ Apr 5,2020- § 


Imagine the American economy collapses. There is a 
massive depression and crime runs rampant. Gangs 
begin patrolling the streets and killing those who do 
not obey them. Imagine you flee to Canada alone 
with your child. Canada throws you in a cage, gives 
your kid away and deports you. This is what America 
has been doing to asylum seekers from Nicaragua, 
Venezuela and elsewhere for years. Not the perfect 
analogy, | know, but in these trying times perhaps 
the reverse of roles can lend empathy to the plight of 
others. 


Ike Awgu 
¢: ge May 3 ‘- 


Ontario, 2023 


9) Shade Ehsani 
May3-& 


The line this morning at the Fort York food bank 


This is Doug Ford's Ontario 


Dec 31,2022: & 


'g Ike Awgu 
Dec 31,2016 & 


"lam somehow, less interested in the weight and 
convolutions of Einstein's brain than in the near 
certainty that people of equal talent have lived 
and died in cotton fields and sweat shops. " 
Steven Jay Gould (Hat Tip: Julia Spoon) 


‘g Ike Awgu shared a memory. 


O27 
7 @) 


=) ike Awgu 
= Feb 20,2022) & 


Let's not celebrate protesters being arrested too 
much folks —- this ain't North Korea and civil 
disobedience is a significant part of social progress. 
That said --- the line didn't "Hold" too long, now did 
it? "Protesters at glorified reject Canada Day party 
fell apart the minute they were going to face jail or 
financial consequences. If they were fighting for the 
right to vote, or to not be a slave, would they have 
vanished and driven away? They loved co-opting the 
language of REAL protesters who had REAL courage 
-- "hold the line", yeah, go hold the line at the beer 
store next week. Let's see you "freedom fighters’ hit 
the streets next time Aboriginals are fighting for 
justice. Won't hold breath. By "justice", | mean 
perhaps, excavating their murdered children from the 
schools in which we kidnapped and 
unceremoniously buried them. 


rm This content isn't available in Canada 


In response to Canadian government 
legislation, news content can't be viewed on 
Facebook. Learn more 


@O Mark R. Garnes and 25 others 
r) 26 (22 
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CHAPTER 10: WORLD POLITICS 


Reflections on Nelson Mandela 


- Dec 5, 2013 - 


ae aT yy eee 
1da Plus: 


“In 1990, when Nelson Mandela was released from prison I was seven years old. So I wasn't 
really old enough to know a lot about him personally a lot about his story. But my father was an 
immigrant to Canada from Nigeria and I can tell you what Nelson Mandela meant to him and 
what he came to mean to me. 


He came to mean hope a belief that however dark there would eventually be a dawn. 


I'll never forget the wisdom he had to eventually step away a man who could have been a 
President of South Africa probably for as long as he wanted. 


Those are the things that I'll remember and that I'll take away from Nelson 
Mandela. 
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INN Ike News Network BRIEFING #10 


‘g Ike Awgu aes 
: Apr 6, 2020 - & 

Tired of hearing the COVID-19 crisis described as a 
‘war’. Itis not a war, it is a public health crisis. We are 
not at 'war' with 

RNA enveloped by a protien membrane. This ‘war’ 
metaphor is problematic on many levels, two of 
which are accuracy and ethics. 


@O Chris Dacey and 28 others 


Imagine the American economy collapses. There is a 
massive depression and crime runs rampant. Gangs 
begin patrolling the streets and killing those who do 
not obey them. Imagine you flee to Canada alone 
with your child. Canada throws you in a cage, gives 
your kid away and deports you. This is what America 
has been doing to asylum seekers from Nicaragua, 
Venezuela and elsewhere for years. Not the perfect 
analogy, | know, but in these trying times perhaps 

the reverse of roles can lend empathy to the plight of 
others. 


©O% You, Svejk Gutman and 41 others 


7 Ike Awgu 
Aug 17, 2017 


Trump has been President for only 
around 6 months. Six. Months. 


Ike Awgu 
Apr 5, 2020: © 


© Mark R. Garnes and 22 others 
a) 23 


‘g Ike Awgu 
Aug 13,2017 + & 


Not many Presidents could make threatening 
nuclear war the second worst thing they did ina 
week. 


Os Lee Jay and 27 others 


(20 


Ike Awgu shared a memory. 
May 5, 2020 - 


| said this in 2017! 
If ISIS really wants to kill Americans they should 
just donate to the Republican party. #healthcare 


24 million Americans to be uninsured many of 
whom will die. 


Ike Awgu 


May 5,2017 + & 


The Trump presidential library 
should just be a cemetery. 


Ike Awgu 


May 11,2020» & 


@ie@ Mark R. Garnes and 11 others 
12 01 


| hate to break it to people — but without testing, a 
vaccine or discovery of a very effective treatment, 


your lives are NOT going back to normal. This is just 
reality. 


8 


| think I've been hacked by Russia. 
Edit: | not hacked by Russia. The motherland do no 
such thing. Have good day. 


Ike Awgu 


May 11,2020 °6& 


Ike Awgu 


Feb 20,2017 + & 


MR SEMA Chan Viihnlan andl 1A Atharn 


@ 


Rumor --- INN to take over either Tucker or Lemon 
role at one or the other network. Developing. 


@weO Jesse Gutman and 14 others 


Ww 15 O5 


Ike Awgu 
Apr24 + © 
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What Obamacare Means for Canada (Hint: Brain 


Drain) 
By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Jun 28, 2012, 


The diagnosis is in. Earlier today the U.S. Supreme Court ruled on the constitutionality 
of the sweeping health care law championed by President Barack Obama in an eagerly 
awaited decision that further divided an already divided nation. 


The stakes for Americans could not have been higher: upholding the Affordable Care 
Act ("Obamacare" if you're inclined to call it that) is going to have an impact on the lives 
of every American. But what were the stakes for Canadians? Were we mere spectators 
to this theatre? Or did we have an interest in the outcome of the play? Why should it 
matter to anyone in Canada that the Affordable Care Act was upheld? 


Without going into the minutiae of the 2,700 page bill, which weighs 108 pounds in its 
entirety, it provides health insurance to 32 million previously uninsured Americans 
(roughly the population of Canada), prevents health insurance companies from 
discriminating against applicants based on pre-existing conditions and forces most 
Americans to purchase a health insurance plan. Setting aside whether or not you 
believe health care is a human right or that Barack Obama is a socialist, consider for a 
moment the sheer scale of what this endeavor proposes: a population equivalent in size 
to that of Canada's acquiring health insurance by 2014, a very short period of time. 


Now that we know the Supreme Court has decided the bill is constitutional, Canadians 
should turn their minds to how it will affect our interests. Thursday's decision means 
(presuming Mitt Romney does not become President in 2012 and repeal it) that 32 
million uninsured Americans will enter a health care market in which supply is largely 
fixed -- there is no equally large mass of new doctors, nurses, radiologists and the like 
entering the medical profession to deal with this sudden bulge of customers. 


Granted, the 32 million already consume medical services (largely in the form of 
emergency room visits) but even if they switch over to less expensive primary care 
doctors (saving the United States an enormous amount of money), where will the supply 
for these new doctors come from, "eh"? 


These new patients will create a surge in demand for medical products and services. 
Skilled Canadian nurses and doctors, already in demand south of the border, will be 
drawn in even greater numbers from our own small pool of trained professionals. The 
"brain drain" so far as medical expertise goes, a drain that has been running unplugged 
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for many years and has sucked a tremendous amount of medical talent out of our 
country, will widen. 


Canadian companies who sell products to American hospitals or other health care 
providers now stand to earn hundreds of millions of dollars from the massive surge in 
demand for their services and the guarantee that the U.S.taxpayer will be footing the 
bill. The Affordable Care Act could actually be a mini-boom for Canadian companies 
who are positioned to service the American health care system. 


The boom might not just be financial; domestic Canadian political groups who fear the 
slow creep of privately run clinics in Ontario and British Columbia are now likely 
energized. Their side has, in a sense, won an important argument in one of the last 
holdouts in the industrialized world to the idea that health care is some kind of a right. 
Moves by provinces such as Alberta to allow the operation of private clinics will have 
less political currency as politicians will have to convince ordinary Canadians why they 
should run in the opposite direction of the American taxpayer -- towards private care 
instead of away from it. 


The President has been successful in enacting the largest social program since Franklin 
Roosevelt's New Deal in 1936. It will be difficult for Mitt Romney to counter a resume 
with a legislative achievement this significant come November. Consider for a moment 
what the climate in Canada and the United States might have been if the bill was 
overturned this morning. 


Here in Canada, it would serve as encouragement for groups who have been trying to 
convince Canadians that the cracks in our system (long wait times for surgeries or the 
use of diagnostic equipment) are doomed to become fatal fissures. They would feel as 
though they'd won a significant argument, that exchanging individual freedom for 
socialized medicine is an unfair trade. Canadians who themselves feel a quiet 
discontentment with our health care system would be more amenable to provinces 
experimenting with private clinics. 


The bills' defeat would have given Mitt Romney political strategic missiles to lob at the 
President during his re-election campaign. Nearly all of his first term would have been 
spent working on a piece of legislation that did nothing for the American people. It could 
have been the beginning of the end for the Obama presidency, 

America's justices will have decided more than a question of law today, they have have 
decided to a large extent the future direction, the future health, in a very literal way, of 
their nation. Let's hope they had the right prescription. 
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There's No Ban-Daid Solution For Assault 


Weapons, Obama 
By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Jan 16, 2013, 


President Obama will be making a public address on Wednesday to discuss the 
recommendations brought forward by Vice President Biden's task force on gun violence. 
Many suspect that a new ban on assault weapons will be part of his proposal. If so, be 
prepared for the fix that will fix nothing. And make no mistake, the President knows it. 


Acknowledging reality is not an endorsement of reality; so let's acknowledge some facts 
| don't endorse: the United States cannot prevent people from crossing its borders 
illegally. It cannot prevent drugs from entering its borders illegally. It cannot prevent 
underage Americans from acquiring alcohol illegally or for that matter, acquiring virtually 
anything that is illegal for which there is significant and broad demand. 


Despite this many Americans, and Canadians too, believe that an assault weapons ban 
will actually prevent Americans from obtaining "assault weapons" or could be a panacea 
for mass shootings. There are at least 2,446,294 domestically produced AR-15 assault 
rifles in the United States. If you take into account foreign made AR-15 models, that 
number skyrockets to at least 3,261,725. Any proposed ban would have to grandfather 
in this enormous number of rifles, unless of course the plan is confiscation, which would 
lead to more bloodshed than was witnessed in Connecticut. This is the AR-15 model 
alone mind you, not the equally popular AK-47 or countless other models that are just 
as lethal and also semi-automatic. Draining this swamp is near impossible. 


The problem with bans is that capitalism and the supply and demand cycle are smarter 
than government -- so long as sufficient people desire assault rifles a ban on assault 
rifles will enjoy the same success as the bans on marijuana, cocaine and handguns 
currently enjoy. And such consideration about the effectiveness of a potential assault 
weapons ban exists most principally in another universe -- where the physical laws of 
politics operate sufficiently differently as to allow such a ban to even be possible -- 
because the United States in this universe and at this present time is not such a place. 


Approval from Congress for an assault weapons ban will not happen. The President 
knows this, which is why much of what we will hear on Wednesday will ultimately be 
about reassuring his base and a slightly broader group of Americans that he tried to do 
something. That his administration at least made an effort -- an effort that when it fails 
will be blamed on the NRA and Republicans, who will be portrayed as cold-hearted 
obstructionists in reporting that will dominate the news cycle right up to the debt limit 
talks, where Republicans look even worse. 
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Although many Canadians are disturbed by guns, its important to understand that many 
Americans view them as heroic possessions. Many AR-15's were given out as 
Christmas presents last year, the way Canadians give out hockey sticks. Prohibition 
against a manufactured good this socially acceptable and this widely in demand cannot 
hope to be effective. Demand always wins -- gun manufacturers will spend time and 
money (they've done it before) reworking and renaming the rifles before they sell them 
to the exact same public. 


What we're most likely to hear from the President, aside from an assault weapons ban, 
will be a federal registry of all assault weapons (which is as likely to pass through 
Congress as this humble writer is likely to be crowned the King of Chicago), the 
restriction of high-capacity magazines, registration of ammunition sales (perhaps with 
background checks) and improved, coordinated screening for mental illness or criminal 
records at gun shows and elsewhere. 


| expect to hear a cocktail of suggestions for decreasing gun violence -- legislative 
solutions such as prosecuting people who lie on applications, mental health initiatives to 
ensure the psychologically ill receive treatment and general prevention that focuses on 
cultural issues and the promulgation of violence. 


If the Obama administration is to use this moment in history to its utmost potential, they 
will focus more on the latter of these solutions than the former. Congress is more likely 
to agree that background checks, cultural problems and mental health can be improved 
than pass an assault weapons ban, though there may be some movement with the 
restriction of high- capacity magazines. 


But let there be no confusion -- no one serious expects an assault weapon ban to occur. 
It's theatre for the voters. Let's hope this moment in history isn't squandered. 


111 


The Writings of Ike J. Awgu 


When America Loses Power, Things Fall Apart 
By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Jul 28, 2014, 05:04 AM EDT 


"Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold. Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world", in his 
immortal poem, "The Second Coming" Yeats famously writes these now poignant 
words. In many ways, the world does appear to be coming apart. What follows is a 
world tour of what increasingly feels like a prologue to the world's ending. And at its end, 
an explanation of what we're really seeing -- what the world looks like when the United 
States retreats. A world in which instability, civil wars in strategic regions, violence, 
danger and death are ever more present -- much like how the world looked prior to the 
emergence of the United States as a global superpower and the horror that was multi- 
polarity in the global political system. 


THE MIDDLE EAST: It is a cauldron of chaos -- civil war is in full swing in Libya, where 
weeks of fighting have killed hundreds (most of them civilians) in clashes in Benghazi 
and Tripoli. The fighting there so deadly, foreign diplomats have pulled out the country. 
In Syria, the death toll from its on-going civil war is now above 150,000 (most of them 
civilians) as variously armed amoral monsters wreak havoc on the local population. In 
lraq, a terrorist group called "ISIS" (the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant) has surged, 
killing hundreds of (do you notice a pattern here?) civilians, threatening the vision of 
lraqi democracy so many American's died for. 


In Egypt, where democracy appeared to planting its first small roots, a coup 

overthrew the country's first democratically elected leader. Its present dictator now 
behaves in a manner similar to its prior dictator. Israel is once more at war with the 
Palestinians, with the prospect of a long term peace so unlikely commentators speak 
only of a cessation in the violence between both peoples as opposed to how they might 
live together. Afghanistan is once more falling apart, with the Taliban making new 
territorial gains. Last week, Taliban insurgents pulled over a bus in central Afghanistan, 
checked the identification of all the passengers and murdered the Shia. Yemen is 

in sporadic chaos, as Sunni and Shia tribes exchange suicide bombers and explosives 
laden cars. Saudi Arabia remains Saudi Arabia and Somalia remains Somalia -- two 
places that could be considered candidates for the worst nations on Earth, albeit for 
very different reasons. And all the while, Iran's centrifuges are still spinning. 


IN EUROPE: Russia, buoyed by American weakness, is intimidating its neighbors and 
contributing to global destabilization. Remember in 2012 when_Mitt Romney called 
Russia the United States' number one geopolitical foe? Remember when he was 
mocked by President Obama and others on the left? How did Mrs. Clinton's "reset" go? 
So strengthened is Russia by a weak United States, that despite delivering 
sophisticated rockets to poorly trained brutes and accidentally shooting down a 
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passenger plane, they feel comfortable enough in the space surrendered by America to 
brazenly lie to the international community and lob artillery shells into Ukraine from their 
borders. And this from a country whose economy in all practical terms is the size of 
ltaly's, so hobbled has the United States become. 


IN ASIA: China, whose economy is over four times the size of Russia's, has begun 
attempts to assert dominance in the South China sea. Regional dominance will allow 
China to assert itself more fervently abroad. China's military spending has become so 
worrying that Japan has decided to effectively re-arm and change the nature of its anti- 
war Constitution. North Korea is in talks with Hamas to deliver them weapons. South 
Korea is increasing its military spending to keep pace with China and India is increasing 
its spending to keep pace with the region. Pakistan is as unstable and dangerous as it 
has ever been. 


IN AFRICA: Troubling news from the sunshine continent, as the spread of Ebola to the 
population hub of Lagos, Nigeria, has been confirmed. And although the so called 
"Nigerian government" has assured the international community it is on "red alert" this is 
the same government so incompetent it could not locate or protect its own teenage girls 
(or thousands of other civilians) from Boko Haram. On Sunday, that same terrorist 
group invaded neighbouring Cameroon and captured the wife of Cameroon's Vice 
President, killing three in the process. As to those girls who were the subject of 
#bringbackourgirls tweets, what do you know, the tweets were ineffective and they have 
yet to be "brought back". 


The United States is not responsible for every global problem and is incapable -- quite 
frankly -- of completely dominating any world that is not retrograde in some respect 
(such as during WW2 when the world was a broken place) but a weak America 
endangers us all. The forces that rush in to fill America's void are not in the best interest 
of Canadians and our security, or the security of the values we hold dear. No one likes 
the Hegemon, but a hegemon breeds stability. Those who years ago during the Bush 
era yearned for a more multi-polar world where America was not so dominant are 
seeing now a glimpse of that future. They should have been more careful what they 
wished for. 
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We'd better hope Americans made the right 
choice 


Ottawa Sun, Ike Awgu, Circa 2004-2005 


America is in trouble. No matter who the new president is, the U.S. is faced 
with very serious problems that threaten its position in the world. 


The way in which these problems are solved; or ignored by the new president, will in 
part decide the type of world that the youth of today inherit tomorrow. 


Problem No. 1: Asia. Thousands-soon-millions of American and Canadian 
engineering, manufacturing and office jobs are being outsourced permanently to 
countries in Asia. 


Cannot Compete 


American companies cannot compete with their Asian rivals, who, in 
addition to paying their employees in peanuts are not obliged to pay for 
their health care costs or pension benefits. 


English-speaking Asians - primarily in India - are taking over U.S. office jobs because 
they're happy to accept 20% of U.S. wages. For the first 

time in history, foreigners are taking American and Canadian white collar jobs without 
immigrating to the United States or Canada. 


Over 86% of Canada's exports are sent to the United States and so our economic 
prosperity is married to America's economic prospects. What can or should be done? 
How will we prevent our economies from having their manufacturing sectors completely 
hollowed out? Already students with engineering degrees are -having trouble finding 
Employment. 


What will the president do to ease the trade deficit and level the playing field with Asia? 
What will the prime minister do? 


Problem No. 2: America is trapped in Iraq. If they withdraw, the country's fracturing 
along ethnic and religious lines is near inevitable. The results of an American withdrawal 
will do nothing less than create another Islamic dictatorship in the Middle East. 

Under Constant Attack 

The American military is overstretched and under near-constant attack outside Iraq's 


green zone. Terrorists from Iran, Jordan, Egypt and all over the Middle East are pouring 
into the country, disguising themselves and mounting attacks against American troops. 
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Thousands of innocent Iraqi civilians have been killed and the situation is getting worse, 
not better. Iraq is costing the American taxpayer billions of dollars and hundreds - soon 
more - of American lives. 


What is to be done in Iraq? America cannot withdraw, cannot retreat, but also cannot 
maintain its troop count. /f Iraq remains in anarchy with the amount of oil that lies 
beneath its sands, it is almost inevitable that Canada and other nations will once again 
be asked to send troops. How can the president stabilize Iraq? 


Problem No. 3: Iran and Israel 


In 1981 Israeli warplanes struck the Oslrak nuclear facility near Baghdad. The attack 
was a pre-emptive strike to deny Iraq the capability of producing nuclear weapons, 
weapons Israeli intelligence believed were In the works. 

If America and the international community doesn’t convince Iran to 

abandon its nuclear weapons program -a program that within two 

years may create a weapon capable of hitting Jerusalem - what's to 

stop Israel from sending a fleet of F-16s to drop bunker-busting bombs 

on Iran's.nuclear complexes? 


The results of an Israeli attack would be disastrous. Riots could break out in every 
Middle East capital. Who can even predict what Egypt or Syria would do? What will the 
President do about Iran? Or Palestine? Or Israel’s settlements? 


We live in dangerous times that require extraordinary leadership. Whether it's AIDS in 
Africa, Taiwan vs. China, genocide in the Sudan, terrorism, health care or even 
education, the next president of the United States cannot be mediocre. If he is, the 
world of tomorrow that we inherit will be a dismal one indeed. 
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Putin's New York Times "Op-Ed" Must Be Satire 


By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Sep 13, 2013, 09:09 AM EDT 


Yesterday | had the bizarre experience of reading an article in the New York 

Times purportedly written by Vladimir Putin, the President of Russia. Bizarre, because 
now that he is a Russian journalist his life may be in very grave danger. Seventy-seven 
Russian journalists have been murdered since 1992 -- 41 during Yeltsin's eight years in 
power and 36 during Putin's 12 years. Hopefully Mr. Putin, understanding the danger of 
being a Russian journalist has taken adequate precautions. 

| suspect that the article | read was a cleverly disguised satirical piece -- Mr. Putin was 
not trying to be serious, he was trying to prove that in addition to a master statesman, 
bear hunter and judo expert, is also master of the ever elusive art of ironic humor. 


For example, he admonishes the United States for claiming to be "exceptional" and 
writes "God created us equal." An interesting and laudable notion, but clearly Mr. Putin 
does not himself believe this applies to those of us created gay -- or perhaps he 
believes there exists an exemption solely for those created gay and unlucky enough to 
be born in the geographic region currently called Russia. 

A great deal of the article takes on an international flair (a hint at it's true audience) with 
some of it appealing to, bizarrely, "international law." Mr. Putin writes: 


“The law ts still the law, and we must follow it whether we like it or not. Under 
current international law, force is permitted only in self-defense or by the decision 
of the Security Council. Anything else is unacceptable under the United Nations 
Charter and would constitute an act of aggression.” 


This is the same Mr. Putin whose armies invaded independent Georgiain 2008. The 
author continues: 


"No one wants the United Nations to suffer the fate of the League of Nations, which 
collapsed because it lacked real leverage. " 


Failing to mention of course, that Russia has assisted in the emaciation of the United 
Nations by using what was designed to be an emergency veto option multiple times -- 
more specifically, every time a resolution on Syria is introduced. 

Mr. Putin also claims in the piece that rebels were responsible for the chemical weapon 
attacks. One would hope that accompanying such a claim would be some evidence, but 
the reader is to accept this on the word of the author alone. Curious however, is that 
despite the tone of affection for the United Nations woven throughout the piece, it 
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ignores a report from the United Nations that concluded Assad and his government 
were responsible for the chemical weapon attacks. 


And one must also wonder why Mr. Putin would insist, as a measure to prevent future 
chemical weapon attacks and assuage the concerns of the United States, that the 
Syrian government surrender its chemical weapon stockpiles. 


If the author genuinely believed that the chemical weapons were used by rebels and not 
the Syrian government, an offer for the Syrian government to give up its chemical 
weapons would be meaningless to the United States and the International Community. 


| repeat: if chemical weapons were used by the rebels, the current measure being 
proposed by Russia (the Assad regime giving up its stockpiles) would be meaningless 
to the international community -- unless of course the whole world is part of a 
conspiracy to topple the Assad regime and desperately wants to maintain this ruse. If 
you believe that, you are likely reading this article by candlelight in a basement with tin 
foil wrapped around your head, looking forward to a good night's sleep so you can wake 
up and sell blue pens from a paper cup somewhere. 


The author, who we are told is Putin himself, surreptitiously also believes what most the 
rest of the world suspects to be true: that the origin of the chemical weapon attacks is 
more likely a source in government than a source in the rebel leadership. 


The intended audience of whomever wrote this article is clearly not the American people 
-- it is us -- the international community. Someone wants us to be their naive 
cheerleaders, and they may very well succeed; the scars from George W. Bush and his 
lies about weapons of mass destruction have left deep furrows in the minds of all people 
who were breathing oxygen while they were so convincingly made. 


Nowhere are those scars more present than on the face of a skeptical American public, 
particularly whenever their President uses the now tainted words "weapons of mass 
destruction." 


Ah well, at least Russia is the kind of free, open society that will allow President Obama 
to respond in their biggest newspaper. Oh, wait... 
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Stop Coddling the Catholic Church 
By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Mar 14, 2013, 


We now know who will be the next pope: Jorge Mario Bergoglio from Argentina, Pope 
Francis. | have no quarrel with individual members of the Catholic Church and | am 
personally a man of faith. But | do have a quarrel with the Vatican and the toady, 
obsequious manner in which the media has been reporting on the appointment of the 
new “his holiness." 


Media coverage of the new Pope's selection this past week has been some of the most 
revolting nonsense | have ever seen on mainstream television or read in popular media. 
This organization (the Vatican) is suspected to be home to pedophiles and pedophile 
protectors. It discourages condom use in parts of Africa ridden with AIDS and HIV 
(AIDS is bad but to the Church condoms are apparently worse). It discriminates 

against women, gays and lesbians. Its past bad acts are so numerous that they can 
only be mentioned by way of summary for fear of going mad: the Inquisition, the 
Crusades, the persecution of the Jewish people (and silence during the Holocaust), the 
African Slave trade and the sexual abuse of children in near every region of planet 
Earth. 


The details of the sexual abuse of children and the manner in which the pederasts 
responsible have been protected is as contemptible as it is vomit inducing. These are 
not crimes that can be brushed off with the occasional reference to how many bowls of 
soup Catholic charities have provided the homeless, how many alcoholics they've 
helped give up the bottle or other such good works (and of course, there are many) -- 
rather, they're serious crimes that appear to have been committed in a systematic 
fashion and were covered up. Yet this past week bore witness to the media, particularly 
the CBC, CNN and Fox News, fawning over the Church through largely positive 
coverage. 


| was fortunate enough to have better things with which to occupy my time than the 
listening to of Pope Francis's first sermon on Wednesday, but I'm confident it did not 
begin with an apology -- which is precisely how it should have -- a heartfelt, sorrowful, 
weeping apology for the suffering and misery that his organization has spread around 
the world. When Joseph Ratzinger, the now retired Pope was Cardinal Ratzinger he 
was head of the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, where he either 
covered up -- or at the very least turned a blind eye to -- child rape, indicating that the 
main priority of the church was not justice for victims but protection of perpetrators. 


It is no wonder the church is generally most popular where people are the least 
educated and the most poor (a fact about which it finds cause to boast). Odd as well, is 
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the massive opaque wealth of the Church, odd particularly since it purports to be an 
organization concerned with the hereafter, but has accumulated wealth (useful only in 
the 'here now’) in a Gordon Gekko/Joel Osteen like manner - the Church may be worth 
billions, no one really knows. 


There will be no substantive Vatican reform unless the Church enacts reforms that 
change its nature; particularly surrounding vows of celibacy that, as Sam Harris has 
pointed out, help attract pederasts and sexual sadists. And the media needs to stop 
handling the Catholic Church with kid gloves, or any organization for that matter that 
purports to speak to invisible creatures in the sky. For "God's sake," enough is enough. 
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INN Ike News Network BRIEFING #11 
- *O™* ike Awgu 
ig ey _ = =] Dec 29 fe -¢ 


As an ugly person, | am opposed There is a new war developing in the European 
to the mask mandates being theater starting in Kosovo. A break away province 
removed. called Serbia, which the Western powers have 


recognized as a sovereign state (note by the way, the 


DE secu Esubectane' sy ater contradiction, the West WONT recognize break away 


a 28 (12 e regions of UKRAINE, like the two Donetsk republics, 
QA) ke Angu ae as independent or having the right to join Russia but 
Mar 18,2027 - © INSIST break away regions of Serbia, Kosovo, in this 


case, have a right to break away from Serbia) may 
soon be at war. Most "Ukraine flag in my profile" 
people don't read or care to know anything, but this 
is nonetheless portents of potential disaster. 2023 is 
NOT looking good. Consider this a INN warning. 


Friends with no kids be like: “You ©7 i 
wanna go to Africa this Friday?” ‘e a pas ‘ 
: Jec 15, 2022 - &) 
‘g Ike Awgu ze Democrats in 2020: TRUMP WILL START WORLD 
Dec 11, 2022 + § WAR 3! 

Looking forward to all the "Ukraine flag" people 
being ashamed in 2 years and quietly forgetting it. Democrats in 2022: START WORLD WAR 3! 
Like they did for Iraq. Or Afghanistan, or Libya, or 
you know, whatever we needed to manipulate them OO# ) 
into believing. Easy work! Doesn't take much. a 5 O > 


5): ike Awgu 
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For the first time in history, no 
British fans have been arrested at 


a World Cup | 
©é Steve Kuhnle and 7 others 
AHR 19 a 
e Mark D CGarnoc an A6 othaore 'g Ike Awgu 
ig ceAnGi se ; Aug 13,2022 - & 
Mar 22» G Can YOU imagine hiding classified documents about 


ICC -- the International Comedy nuclear weapons (!) in your unsecured closet at 
some house in Florida you sleep in, from time to 


Court. time? 
©2 O 
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Edward Snowden Is No Hero 


By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Jun 23, 2013, 11:28 AM EDT 


Edward Snowden, the 29-year-old high school dropout who disclosed the NSA's 
telephone and electronic communications surveillance programs, was charged on 
Friday with espionage. 


A surprisingly large volume of people, particularly young people, have come to 
Snowden's defense. These people see Snowden as one of them -- a young, 
technological sophisticate from the age group that supported Barack Obama before it 
was cool. Snowden, like them, is a part of the generation that grew up on the Internet 
and was shaped by it. How the Internet has shaped many in that generation explains in 
part their misguided defense of Snowden, who betrayed his country, betrayed his oaths, 
betrayed his employer and betrayed all of the people who took a chance on a young kid 
with no high school diploma. 


The Internet has for many in Snowden's generation fed their worst inclinations. It has 
inculcated in many of them a creepy isolationism, where one spends more and more 
time alone in front of a computer screen and less and less with real live people. Obtuse 
conspiracy theory, where legions of the credulous armed with the most dangerous of 
tools -- very little knowledge -- listen to Alex Jones or others and believe, genuinely, 
that government tyranny is around the corner. 


And worse, the Internet has metastasized self-aggrandizement and fantasy; 

with Facebook people fool themselves into thinking they have hundreds of friends. They 
‘block’ or 'delete' comments that are negative or critical of their opinions. They post 
countless flawless pictures of themselves for the world to see (many of them from the 
bathroom with cell phones). Twitter convinces them they are being followed and are 
special and they imagine that they've 'connected' to celebrities and others who they 
‘follow’ or ‘like’. The Internet has helped create a generation of deluded narcissists. And 
this in part explains both Snowden's betrayal of his country (which has much to do with 
his ego and delusions of grandeur) and the support he is receiving in online 
communities and from many young people. 


Choosing to release confidential information to the American public in America is one 
thing, but Snowden decided to fly to China -- Hong Kong, to be precise -- and deliver 
confidential documents to Chinese newspapers. The absurdity of the notion that this is 
being done to protect the privacy of Americans is compounded by his motivation for 
doing so -- Snowden believes that: "all spying is wrong." As a member of the deluded 
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narcissist generation, he also believes he has the authority and wisdom to disclose 
classified documents to foreign governments without a shred of concern for what 
ordinary Americans think or what the consequences may be. 


Has anyone ever voted for 29-year-old Edward Snowden? When did Americans decide 
to appoint Edward Snowden vanguard of their privacy and safety? Snowden has done 
more than tell his countrymen about their government listening to a few phone calls; he 
has gone abroad and given the information to foreign governments. 


In discussing his reasons for the disclosure, Snowden said: 


"When NSA makes a technical mistake during an exploitation operation, critical 
systems crash. Congress hasn't declared war on the countries -- the majority of 
them are our allies -- but without asking for public permission, NSA is running 
network operations against them that affect millions of innocent people. And for 
what? So we can have secret access to a computer in a country we're not even 
fighting? So we can potentially reveal a potential terrorist with the potential to kill 
fewer Americans than our own Police? No, the public needs to know the kinds of 
things a government does in its name, or the 'consent of the governed’ is 
meaningless." 


Absurd nonsense -- Snowden believes the public should have knowledge of spying 
operations overseas? Well, if that was the case the spying operations would not be very 
effective, now would they? He is also so naive as to presume that because a country is 
allied with the United States they are a friend of the United States. And the equivocation 
of police killing Americans with terrorists doing so is obtuse beyond all reason. Snowden 
has decided that 300-million Americans should now live by his judgments and moral 
determinations, but many of the deluded narcissist generation fail to see any irony in 
proclamations about privacy and individual rights while supporting a man they did not 
know existed two months ago determining on their behalf which secret documents the 
Government of China should be given access. 


Now that Snowden has been charged perhaps he'll fly to Iceland in a private jet seeking 
asylum, you know, like a true working class hero. 
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How Dorner's Death Brought LAPD Problems to 
Light 
By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Feb 14, 2013, 08:24 AM EST 


Throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries, miners would bring canaries with them 
into coal mines to warn them about the presence of dangerous gasses. The small birds 
and their tiny respiratory systems were more sensitive to methane and carbon 
monoxide fumes than those of humans and so when the canaries would die, the miners 
knew that something was seriously wrong -- hence the expression "like a canary ina 
coal mine." Christopher Dorner is one such canary. 


One well-armed and purportedly well-trained man was able to wreak havoc on Southern 
California for seven days. There were thousands of officers involved in the manhunt for 
Dorner -- imagine the consequences if 10 or 100 well-armed and well-trained men 
decided to do the same thing? For the officials who appear poorly prepared for the very 
real threat of domestic terrorism, this is their canary. 


During the hunt for Dorner three innocent people who did not resemble the suspect 
even slightly (two of which were women, one of whom was a white male) were fired 
upon. 


The officers who opened fire on the two innocent women (who were delivering 
newspapers at the time) unloaded over 25 rounds into their truck. Thankfully the officers 
were as incompetent at aiming their weapons as they were in discriminating valid 
targets and both women survived. 


The third innocent victim, on his way to the beach to go surfing, was rammed by a 
police cruiser at high speed. The officers leaped out and began firing at the vehicle. His 
pickup truck purportedly "resembled" Dorner's. Again, thankfully both officers were just 
incompetent enough to fail to injure him. 


Had these three innocent people been killed, the LAPD would have been responsible 
for nearly as many deaths as the suspect they were chasing. In both cases the police 
did not identify themselves and did not ask the vehicles to stop or issue any warnings, 
they simply opened fire. 


The only other police forces with which I'm familiar that behave in this fashion work in 
the third world and are typically called "death squads" as opposed of officers of the law. 
This kind of reckless endangerment of ordinary citizens, the folks who are ultimately the 
police's employers and those they are hired to protect, is unacceptable. 
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Dorner is not a martyr or hero; he is a murderer of innocent people. The allegations 
contained in Dorner's manifesto however, merit serious investigation if for no other 
reason than to repair of the LAPD's reputation. 


They are not "ramblings on the internet" as Chief Charlie Beck of the LAPD inaccurately 
characterized them, but detailed descriptions of events with dates, times and names. A 
quick and incomplete synopsis of Dorner's allegations are: 


*That he (Dorner) was fired from the LAPD for refusing to cover up police abuse 
of a mentally disabled man (testimony from the disabled man's 
father supports Dorner's claim that the man was kicked in the chest and face). 


*That pictures of recently deceased bodies are taken by officers with cellphones 
and a game played to see who has the most graphic images of dead people. 


*That officers looked forward to 187 calls (murder) so as to accrue the overtime 
pay and would see dead victims as "ATV's", "Waverunners","RV's" and "new 
clothes for their kids." 


*That Police recruits were singing Nazi songs celebrating the burning of Jews. 


*That officers involved in the Rodney King or Rampart scandals have been 
promoted or are still employed with the LAPD. 


All of the court documents are available here. 


Regardless of whether or not they are true, these claims have resonated with the public 
-- Dorner's Facebook group has over 14,000 likes and was founded only seven days 
ago. 


The extent to which his claims have found currency with ordinary people should be 
extremely troubling to the LAPD. Dorner is dead and gone but he is a warning of far 
more serious problems that must be dealt with. We ignore this canary at our own peril. 
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Post-Election, America Should Be Ashamed 


By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Nov 7, 2012, 12:04 PM EST 

This Presidential election was a cacophony of noise, nattering and nonsense from its 
start to its ignoble and therefore entertaining finish. It was a success for Canadians in 
that it achieved two great things: the first, our entertainment, and the second, a 
reminder that despite the fact that it is sometimes very boring here, Canadians have it 
pretty good. 


America has become an increasingly broken country filled with increasingly broken 
people from increasingly broken homes, attending increasingly broken schools and 
living in increasingly broken communities. The wake of this election will prove the 
increasingly broken nature of the very method they vote and the increasing number of 
Americans who question the very nature of American democracy -- with talk of "election 
rigging," or "people voting for handouts" to be ubiquitous in coming months. 


This election has reduced American prestige in the eyes of many Canadians. Not 
because of who won, but because of everyone who lost -- observers interested in 
bipartisan solutions to America's problems. 


As | predicted, the introduction of Paul Ryan as a running mate not only made Obama's 
victory inevitable but also failed to make the national conversation about reforming 
America's entitlement programs any more substantive. It instead, as | predicted, made 
those conversations all the more frivolous. 


The media talk is of course always about how politicians are failing America but never 
about what a sad failure so many Americans have become. Many, it is clear, will not 
only believe things without evidence and consider this a virtue, but have no concept of 
what evidence is in the first place. 


This explains what was the initial popularity of Donald Trump and the Birther crowd, the 
pseudo-intellectual and self-absorbed indolence of the Occupy Movement, the low-brow 
bigotry of the Tea Party and other entertaining contributions to the campaign from 
luminaries like Herman Cain or Rush Limbaugh. This Presidential Campaign generated 
enough heat to warm the oceans but barely enough light to brighten a darkened room. 
We saw an America faced with enormous problems and how small it has become in the 
face of them. 


And how could anyone forget the voter focus groups?! It was at times torture to listen to 
the contemptible "voters" slumped in their chairs on CNN, MSNBC or Fox news saying 
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they were "undecided" despite all the available information about either candidate. All 
they were truly undecided about was how to maximize their time on television. 


These elections were entertainment of the vulgar, yet engrossing kind, much akin to 
watching episodes of the Maury Show subtitled, "Are YOU the father?" Further, we 
learned something about the American voter that will be used in future campaigns 
courtesy of the Romney campaign: facts can be ignored and there will be no 
consequences. 


If there were 300 million Canadians would our politics be equally sordid? Would our 
crime levels be as high? Would we be accusing the Prime Minister, were they born to a 
parent from Africa or Asia of being secretly born in China or Zimbabwe or being *gasp* 
a Muslim? 


Would the trumpets of our hatemongers sound as loud as their American counterparts? 

| don't think they would. We hear a great deal about American exceptionalism but | think 
that perhaps it's Canada that's "exceptional" and perhaps time we began behaving that 

way. Congratulations President Obama. 
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Why Justin Trudeau Is the Liberal Party's 
Biggest Liability 
By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Oct 5, 2012, 12:07 PM EDT 


The American Presidential debate was really interesting but | wonder why Mitt Romney 
or Barack Obama didn't address the most vital issue for the future of Americans -- Justin 
Trudeau. | live in Ottawa, our nation's capital. | was walking home the other day when | 
saw Justin Trudeau walking a few metres away from me -- on the water. | had a dream 
the other night that I'll never forget -- | saw Jesus kneeling down, praying to a figure in 
the distance. After focusing on the figure in the distance | realized it was Justin Trudeau, 
Jesus was asking Justin Trudeau to save him. 


If the Liberal party thinks they will be saved by Justin Trudeau, the Liberal party is in for 
a rude, but potentially hilarious, awakening. He may very well be a good candidate for 

leader and everyone | know who has met him has nothing but positive things to say, but 
any misstep for him, presuming he wins the nomination, will be disastrous for the Liberal 


party. 


Trudeau is like a nuclear missile -- he's great to have in your pocket, no wait, that 
analogy makes no sense. Trudeau is like something that could blow up in your face, 
destroying everything around you or, if used properly, save you from being eaten by 
zombies or dragons or you know -- some kind of carnivore. 


Trudeau is dangerous because he can be easily caricatured by the Conservatives and 
the NDP. The Liberal party will have to be incredibly careful in shaping his narrative -- 
his story, because if they're not, if they allow his opponents to define him, he will do 
horrible damage to the Liberal brand. 


Justin Trudeau is not Barack Obama -- he was not born into poverty, he did not spend 
years being a community advocate or overcome some enormous burden. He did not 
accomplish (near as | can tell) anything to suggest he is terribly special or unique. There 
is no compelling narrative, no story here that is inspiring to a normal person. 


Most Canadians in their 20s or 30s have no memory of Pierre Trudeau. All that Justin 
Trudeau is to us is a good-looking young guy whose dad was Prime Minister and our 
parents or grandparents mentioned while eating turkey on Thanksgiving that one time. If 
the Liberal party can shape the narrative around Trudeau, make his story appealing to 
the common man, make his story our story, then they have a serious chance of serious 
SUCCESS. 
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If | was an advisor for the Conservatives or NDP | would be salivating at the opportunity 
to define Justin Trudeau to Canadians. Think of the odious narrative you could construct 
about "Prince" Justin Trudeau. How can any ordinary person relate to being born into 
the equivalent of Canadian royalty? If the Conservatives or NDP paint him as a spoiled 
brat who believes he is destined to be Prime Minister because it is owed to him, that he 
has never accomplished anything but expects everything, it will be the end of him. 


In fact, Trudeau's popularity is largely due to Harper's incredible unpopularity. Toa 
significant number of Canadians the man cannot catch a break; it doesn't matter how 
well Canada is doing compared to the rest of the G8, it doesn't matter what we do in 
Libya, or whether our banking system is sound or whether our currency is strong, if 
Steven Harper said that water was his favourite drink, these people would die of thirst. 


And therein lies the future for the Liberals -- they have an opening. Many voters plugged 
their noses and voted for the NDP simply because they hated Steven Harper. People 
are looking for another place to park their vote -- it's up to Trudeau and the Liberals to 
convince them that their parking spot has the best view. 


Wow -- what was that!? Outside my window as | write this blog post Justin Trudeau has 


just flown past. He can fly?! Behind him are a red and white flash of colours and the 
sound, | think, of angels singing. 
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Hey Canadians, Your New Olympics Is The Paul 


Ryan Show! 
By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Aug 14, 2012, 11:59 AM EDT 


The choice of Paul Ryan as Mitt Romney's Vice-Presidential running mate means two 
things for Canadians; the first, that a second term for Barack Obama and Joe Biden is 
inevitable and the second, that there will be great political theatre south of the border 
right up until the Presidential election on November 6. Forget the Olympics; this election 
will have all of the competition with none of the sportsmanship. 


Paul Ryan is polling as the least popular Vice-Presidential candidate since Dan Quayle. 
Only Sarah Palin or a tomato would have been a worse choice. As bad as this is for the 
Romney campaign, it might even be worse for the tone we can expect from the 
upcoming Presidential election. 


Contrary to the opinion of many who believe Ryan's selection will make the campaign 
more about the "hard" issues like Medicare or entitlement spending, it is instead more 
likely to facilitate the descent of those issues into a cheap caricature of their true nature 
and begin a race for each candidate to define the other in the most unfair way possible. 
The inverse of the prevailing commentary on Ryan's selection will be true; it will 
generate more discussion about serious subjects in an unserious way. 


There may be more debate about a serious subject like entitlement spending, but that 
debate will have an unsavoury racial undertone. There may be more debate about a 
serious subject like Medicare, but that debate will sound like talk of death panels or 
grandmothers having their medication taken away. 


There may be more debate about serious subjects but it will be caustic, eating away at 
the precious middle ground that is vital for political accommodation between good 
people who legitimately disagree. The Republicans will claim that a second term for 
Obama will mean the end of the American dream and the Democrats that a first term for 
Romney is the beginning of an American nightmare. When ideas are expressed in such 
extremes there exists little room for reasonable accommodation. 


The Romney campaign could have chosen Marco Rubio out of Florida or Rob Portman 
out of Ohio to be vice presidential running mates. Either would have been better at 
reaching out to the undecided and independent voter. Rubio may have been particularly 
good at reaching out to the Hispanic vote. The decision instead to double-down on the 
conservative elements of the Republican base will be seen in the future as a serious 
mistake. 
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Like a poker player who overplays his hand, this decision makes clear the little 
confidence the Mitt Romney campaign has in Mitt Romney. It is not rational to make so 
risky a choice unless you are seeking to change the terms of the national conversation 
and desperate to do so because you think your candidate is losing. 


Such fears were also present in 2008, when Senator John McCain in a similar fashion 
found himself losing to Senator Barack Obama. He needed a candidate that would turn 
the national conversation away from a negative like his age or the historic nature of 
Barack Obama's Presidency. He threw a Hail Mary pass and chose an unknown 
Governor from Alaska as his running mate. He too hoped that this relatively unknown 
figure, Governor Sarah Palin, would re-energize his candidacy. 


As any football player will tell you, a Hail Mary pass isn't named after a saint because 
it's a guaranteed catch, and many believe Palin hurt not only his candidacy but his 
legacy. As a Canadian, | think we all owe the Senator a debt of gratitude for the hours 
of entertainment his elevation of the unknown Senator from Alaska provided us. It was 
like the "Dark Knight Rises" only a comedy; you couldn't take your eyes off the screen. 


Ryan will not self destruct like Palin did; he is an intensely bright and articulate person 
who by all accounts is easy to like. Still, the same Romney who said London may not 
have been "ready" for the Olympics would be wise to be "ready" for retirement from 
politics come November 7, 2012. 
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Don't Blame the Shootings on Guns 


By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Jul 22, 2012, 11:40 AM EDT 


The recent shootings at an outdoor party in Toronto and a crowded theatre in 
Colorado at a viewing of The Dark Knight have highlighted the poor understanding 
many well intentioned people have of the connection between guns and violence. 


One of the reasons that James Holmes, the alleged mass murderer in Colorado, was 
able to gun down 12 people and injure 59 others is that no law abiding citizen in the 
theatre had their own gun to shoot him dead. His murder spree could not have been as 
successful without the rest of the people in the theatre being defenceless. Colorado has 
a concealed carry law -- meaning citizens may carry concealed weapons so long as 
they have a permit to do so. Sadly, the only armed person in the theater that night was 
Holmes. 


In the wake of the shootings in Toronto, many politicians and pundits have automatically 
blamed the availability of handguns for the senseless violence almost as though the 
guns themselves are possessed by evil spirits. 

It is perhaps in our nature in these situations to look for easy answers, and by easy, | do 
not mean those that are the easiest to believe or understand, but rather the easiest to 
discuss in public or promise to concerned citizens. 


Shootings in Toronto must be caused therefore by some combination of guns, lack of 
social programs and poverty. Despite the fact that such a notion is a slander on the 
poor, most of who are upwardly mobile and eventually free themselves from poverty's 
embrace. 


Blaming society for a lack of social programs that encourage children to be productive 
and decent human beings suggests a sense of entitlement that presumes other people 
responsible for raising the children of strangers. Such programs are useful and | support 
their existence, but the State is a broadsword, not a scalpel. It will never be as capable 
of molding the family unit as parents or relatives. If it takes a "village" to raise your 
children don't be surprised when the children disappear. 


The responsibility for the deaths of Joshua Yasay, 23, and Shyanne Charles, 14, 
murdered senselessly on the streets of Scarborough rests solely in the hands of their 
murderous killers and the constituent parts of their broken family homes. 

The madman in Aurora, Colorado, who purportedly believed he was "The Joker,” was 
pervious to his infamy, a medical student with nothing but a traffic ticket on his record. 
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Any blanket law prohibiting him from gun ownership would also prohibit perfectly law 
abiding citizens from purchasing firearms. If he was determined to commit his 
massacre, and his explosives laden apartment suggests he was, he would have been 
able to obtain weapons regardless of what the law proscribed. Criminals do not follow 
rules, and when they do we call them something else -- bankers. 


It is important for people to understand that stories where a gun is used in an act of 
aggression and someone dies make news. Stories in which guns save lives or protect 
people and their property are significantly less interesting to audiences, even though 
some estimates place such encounters as occurring as often as two million times a year 
in the United States. 


Everyone wants to take guns away from criminals, but people need to have a rear view 
of history that stretches back further than the last five seconds, the last five years or 
even the last 50. History teaches us that in places you would not want to live; Uganda 
under Idi Amin, Germany under Adolf Hitler or Cambodia under Pol Pot, citizens were 
disarmed before they were destroyed. This is real history. 


There must be reasonable accommodation made between the robust ability of citizens 
to maintain arms and screening mechanisms to limit the purchase of weapons by 
criminals and the unfit. The overriding problem in Toronto, Canada and Aurora, 
Colorado this past week were madmen with guns, not guns in the hands of men. 


Let's hope these tragedies are a wake-up call for movement in the right direction, not 
simply the one with the least resistance. 
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The Barclays Scandal is in Fact Every Bank's 


Scandal 
By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Jul 5, 2012, 01:12 AM EDT 


Canadians have yet another reason to be wary of bankers: A scandal is brewing across 
the pond in the United Kingdom that may have serious international effects on 
consumer confidence in the financial system. The furor has already claimed the CEO of 
Barclays, the world's fourth largest bank, who resigned in disgrace yesterday. Further 
resignations at the bank will no doubt continue throughout the week. 


The outrage, which promises to grow significantly larger in coming weeks, concerns 
allegations that Barclays, the Royal Bank of Scotland and other banks were 
manipulating over $10 trillion dollars in loans by lying about the rate they paid to one 
another when borrowing money. 

Barclays has already admitted to the allegations and has been fined $450 million by 
British and U.S. regulators. Bankers lying to one another in the United Kingdom may 
seem unimportant (and surely happens all the time) but this news should be of interest 
to you because their lies might have affected millions of people living outside the U.K. 


The greater scandal here is that other banks were manipulating the London interbank 
offered rate (LIBOR) to make it appear as though they were lending money to one 
another at low rates of interest during the financial crisis and immediately afterwards. 
This would improve their credit scores, provide them with the mirage of better overall 
financial health and of course, help them make more money.The rate fixing might have 
went in the other direction too - an attempt to increase the rates if it was favorable to 
their interests. There are intonations that this manipulation was done with the quiet 
consent of public officials. There are even intonations that this manipulation was done 
with the quiet consent of public officials. 


The LIBOR matters: It forms the basis of many lending operations around the world. 
Millions of consumer and business loans have their interest rates pegged to the LIBOR 
rate and were under the perhaps mistaken impression that the rates were not fixed. The 
LIBOR has an effect on the real economy. The Wall Street Journal has calculated that 
that LIBOR affects $800 trillion worth of contracts. 


Here is an example, a lender in Canada or the United States might allow a customer to 
borrow at LIBOR plus five per cent. The LIBOR average is what drives the interest rates 
for hundreds of millions of people on their mortgages, student loans, insurance products 
and business loans -- it affects a hugely diverse group of people. 
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More unnerving than Barclays' manipulation of the rate is the fact they were almost 
certainly not alone. In order to affect the overall rate, there would have to have been 
large scale collusion with other banks. This is the equivalent of price fixing between gas 
companies when you go to the pump each week. Dishonesty is so common in the 
industry that Barclays claimed they submitted fraudulent estimates of their borrowing 
costs because they believed their rivals were also being dishonest; if they were honest it 
would have proven a disadvantage. 


Financial regulators are investigating the rate setting practices of nearly 20 

banks, including the Royal Bank of Canada. If banks were manipulating the LIBOR, 
what they were basically doing is taking money out of the public's pocket. It would be 
the public's mortgage rates that changed, and because their interest rates changed, 
their loans and credit cards rates or pension incomes would change. If these numbers 
were being manipulated for the sole purpose of improving the banks profit and balance 
sheet, the public was most assuredly affected negatively. 


This scandal and others, like the Facebook IPO debacle, make it appear as though 
there are two worlds in the financial sector's solar system. On one of these worlds 
inhabit the ordinary taxpaying public who are given half-truths, and are removed from 
the burden of their money at a speed that defies Einstein's theory that nothing moves 
faster than light. In the other world are the insiders who are largely protected from the 
risks in the financial system, and play by a completely different set of rules. Both of 
these worlds cannot continue to exist. A collision is inevitable. 


This scandal may be positive in at least one way; when the head of Barclays, Bob 
Diamond, resigned he set a precedent. If five or 10 of the world's biggest banks are also 
implicated in the scandal, we could see a significant number of some of the most 
powerful bankers in the world resign or be replaced in shame. It would be a 
transformative moment for the industry. It's always darkest right before dawn. 
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Oil's not well, so let's find alternative 


by Ike Awgu -- ottawasun.com -- July 7, 2005 


To ward off this catastrophe, our governments and private industry must find a cheap 
and alternative source of transportation energy. Thankfully progress is being made, and 
almost monthly we hear new positive things about alternatives to fossil fuels. Our time 
to find these alternatives however, like our supply of oil, will eventually run out. 
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The American Phenomenon We Should Stay Far 
Away From 


By Ike Awqu, Contributor 


Huffington Post 
Lawyer & Journalist 


Mar 19, 2013, 05:21 AM EDT 


Republican leaders on Monday offered what's being heralded by the New York Timesas 
a "sweeping self critique" of their party, acknowledging that they need a new brand of 
conservatism to appeal to ethnic minorities, younger voters and women. None of this is 
surprising or particularly insightful to thinking people -- what's unfortunate is that the 
report, although in some regards stark and honest about the failings of the "Grand Old 
Party" is nowhere near stark or honest enough. 


The GOP is not suffering federally because, as the report in part claims, it fails to have 
sufficient spokespeople with black, Hispanic or Asian faces, or who are women, but 
because it has become a farm team for intolerance, anti-intellectualism and 
undesirables. 


This is not to say that all members of the GOP are characters as disreputable as those 
described above or that even a majority or sizable number of the GOP can be 
characterized in such a fashion. It is to say however, that a volume of such people 
sufficient to change the nature of the GOP have infiltrated the party, affecting it in much 
the same way as a small amount of unwanted ingredient may spoil a perfectly good 
meal. It doesn't take much chili powder to ruin a bowl of cereal. 


The "big three" as | call them (the intolerant, the anti-intellectual and the undesirable) 
began to migrate to the GOP in significant numbers in 2008 -- shortly after the election 
of America's first secret Muslim, foreign born, black(ish) President. Although 

the report released on Monday was conducted by the Republican National Committee 
shortly after the 2012 election, it makes no mention of the GOP's poor move of 
embracing racists, conspiracy theorists, theocrats and anyone who was anti-Obama in 
2008, regardless their mental salience or moral character. These folks have remained in 
the party ever since, pushing it closer to their political agenda and off a political cliff. 


You can recognize the handiwork of these characters, these unwanted ingredients, in all 
aspects of Federal GOP policy: they dislike women who are free to control their own 
bodies and so metastasize legitimate debate about abortion into ideas for how to attack 
the health of women -- calls to cut Federal funding to Planned Parenthood (who do not 
provide abortion services with Federal money) are surreptitious attacks against 
women's health -- and women realize it. 
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They dislike blacks for the same age old reasons and turn any honest conversation 
about race in America into a stupid and sordid one -- they are behind attempts 

to disenfranchise black voters under the guise of "voter fraud" -- but aren't really 
concerned about voter fraud, they're concerned about blacks voting -- and blacks 
realize it. 


They dislike Hispanics and warp legitimate conversations about immigration reform 
into attacks against all Hispanics, regardless their citizenship -- because their problem 
isn't really with illegal immigration, it's with Hispanic illegal immigration -- and the 
Hispanics realize it. 


They are the anti-intellectuals who at the grassroots level empower candidates like 
Sarah Palin, Christine O'Donnell, Todd Akin and Michelle Bachmann. They are faith 
based on every issue, including physics, geology and biology. They are people who do 
not understand basic science and yet seek to set America's science agenda. They don't 
really care about science, they care about theology -- and young voters realize it. 


They are the undesirables who attend CPAC conferences and argue that slavery wasn't 
so bad or that whites are being politically disenfranchised. They carry loaded guns in 
public not because they're concerned about safety or their second amendment rights, 
but because they want to threaten their political opponents. They send emails of 

the First Lady dressed like a gorilla to their friends because they think it's funny. They're 
odious people who taint anything they touch -- and independents realize it. 


No tent so large that it encompasses swamp creatures and troglodytes will be a popular 
place to vacation. These are the sordid ingredients that have spoiled the GOP brand for 
many young people, blacks, women, Hispanics and Asians. There will be no GOP 
unless the party, even if it's behind closed doors, wakes up to its real problems -- the 
"big three" and does something about them. 


There is a lesson here to be learned by Canadian Conservatives who often have similar 
creatures skulking around campaign events and political conferences -- make it clear 
that they are unwelcome. This is one American phenomenon that there should be no 
interest in embracing. 
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“6. Ike Awgu ave 
; Dec 26,2013 - © 


One of the most beautifully written passages I've 
ever encountered on the subject of faith in a God 
(any God, for that matter). The protagonist, a proud 
atheist, expresses shock and dismay that his friend 
(whose secret identity he does not know) has faith in 
a higher power. For the full and excellent novel: http: 
//www.scribd.com/doc/148038902/The-Sorrows- 
of-Satan-by-Marie-Corelli 


The Athiest 


Ike Awgu 


"You believe in God?!" he repeated incredulously. 


"Look!" he said, raising his hand towards the sky - 
"There, a few drifting clouds cover millions of 
worlds, impenetrable, mysterious, yet actual; - down 
there-" and he pointed to the sea, "lurk a thousand 
things of which, though the ocean is a part of earth, 
human beings have not yet learned the nature. 
Between these upper and low spaces of the 
incomprehensible yet absolute, you, a finite atom 
of limited capabilities stand, uncertain how long 
the frail thread of your life shall last, yet arrogantly 
balancing the question with your own poor brain, 
as to whether you, - you in your utter littleness and 
incompetency shall condescend to accept a God or 
not! | confess, that of all the astonishing things in 
the Universe, this particular attitude of modern 
mankind is the most astonishing to me!" 


- Satan (in the guise of Prince Rimanez) speaking 
to Geoffrey Tempest 
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INN Ike News Network Briefing #12 


AWWWW RIP Gilbert :( Ike Awgu 


j Ike Awgu age 
Dec 1,2022- & & Mark R. Garnes is with Ike Awgu. 
Mar 19,2015 + & 


| started a band called 999 Just chilling my man gilbert gottfried - with Ike 
Awgu. 


Megabytes 
We still haven't gotten a gig. 


#0 James Yap and 16 others 
17 O03 1 


A . Ike Awgu 
re Nov 4, 2022 - © 


Fuck Kanye West | That is all. 


MA Stave Kuhnle and 22 athare 


7 3) Ike Awgu eae 

| Ma Le en ©OO® lke Awgu and 27 others 

It is amazing to watch. > 28 O4 
Sheep: Putin is losing in Ukraine! Support them! They 

are heroes! : 

OK -- then Putin is a paper tiger, so why do we need ‘g Ike Awgu shared a memory. 

to send billions of dollars to NATO if he cannot even ; Jun 16,2022 + & 


beat Ukraine? : 
Sheep: No, NATO needs billions more in funding! ‘g Ike Awgu 
Jun 12,2018 - & 


OK -- so then how could Putin be losing to Ukraine? 


Sheep: This is about how bad Russia is! Putin is a When we discover that adults are not perfect, 
madman! that's the end of our childhood. When we forgive 
OK -- so you want to antagonize a "madman" with them for it, that's the end of our adolescence. 
6000 nuclear weapons and 2000 tactical nuclear 

weapons because of the "Ukraine", whose 7 

government is 1/2 to 1/3 neo-nazi? Ov ke Awou 

Sheep: They are no nazi's! That is propaganda! Their =} Mar 22,2021 - © 

President is Jewish! Another mass shooting incident currently wrapping 


up/ongoing in the US. Link in comments. Probably 


OK- so | guess there was no racism in America when 
another one of those criminals who is just, "having a 


Barak Obama was President because he is black? 


bad day". 
Chris D d5oth 
©O Chris Dacey and 5 others e001: 
w) 6 V7 a 013 Os @ 
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‘e Ike Awgu shared a memory. ras 


Mar 13, 2022 - © 


99 problems are still a lot of 
problems. 


Ike Awgu 
Mar 13,2014 - © 


m Ov ~ 


Ike Awgu nee 
Jan 28,2022 - & 


@:=. 


Much respect to the convoy of health care workers, 

doctors, nurses, cleaning staff and others who have 
been going to work for years to try and keep us alive 
and safe. 


@D Steve Wollock and 47 others 


‘ ¥ Ike Awgu oss 
= ’ Dec 2,2021- © 


Well, that was something. 


fM) You. Mark R. Garnes and 10 others 


FT | Ike Awgu see 
7 Mar 6, 2022 + ©) 


A clinic in Germany has backtracked on its earlier 
decision to stop treating Russian patients in 
response to the ongoing military operation in Ukraine 
| Irrational hysteria and its inevitable results 


O24 
a4 


. 
4 
‘| ‘ 


2022 -- it is barely March. Three months in. We have 
had the Emergency Act declared for the first time in 
Canadian history, the largest land war in Europe 
since WW2 commence and COVID is still here. 9 
months remain. 


(= You and 1 other 
id 2 


1 ~ 


Ike Awgu eee 
Mar 6, 2022 + ©) 


O5 a 


Holly Marcantonio shared a memory. 


Apr 15, 2021 a 


& 


Ike Awgu w @ 


Here is precisely what is going to occur, both in 
the United States and Canada. Death rates are 
going to slow and stabilize. *The public will 
believe that these low death rates are a 
consequence of the virus's danger being 
exaggerated, instead of the social distancing 
measures being effective.* Political pressure to 
re-open the economy will ensue. A staged re- 
opening will commence, with some jurisdictions 
allowing the public to return to work entirely. 
Within a few months infections will have soared 
and there will be a 2nd wave. Quarantine will be 
re-issued. There will be no widespread vaccine in 
2020. [Ike's prediction, April 15, 2020]. 


Ike Awgu 
Apr15, 2020 - © 


We don't really talk about the fact that the cute little 


Ewoks were minutes from murdering and eating 
Luke and Han. 


© Mark R. Garnes and 13 others 
14 0 


Ike Awgu 


Dec 27,2017 +» 25 
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When chips were down Canada was pretty much 
alone -- and that should be one of the lessons from 
COVID-19. The Americans declared us a national 
security threat when it was convenient, the EU 
threatened to block vaccine export altogether, and 
any shipments we are receiving from elsewhere will 
be delayed or not arrive in the volume promised. 
When it was life or death, we were pretty much on 
our own. 


© Karsten Grolle and 25 others 
a) 26 (18 3 


A Ike Awgu 
Jun 3, 2020+ & 


The CCP (Chinese Communist Party) handled the 
Hong Kong protests far better than America has 
handled it's own protests. There have been more 
dead and injured in a few days in the US than the 
entire Hong Kong uprising. Why should they ever 
listen to the US again when it tries to talk down to 
them? 


Os 17 
17 (15 a 


“6. Ike Awgu 
: Jun 2,2020- 


Consider: a year ago at around this time we were 
primarily upset by how Game of Thrones ended. 


mo Mark RB Carnac and 20 athare 


'g@" Ike aoe 


People are depressed reading the news and hearing 
that the virus death rate here or there has gone up by 
1% or that the economy is or may be falling apart. "It 
feels like things are just out of my control" one 
person complained. The truth is that the vicissitudes 
of fate have always been out of your control. 
Always, even in the moments when you felt the most 
secure or safe. Moments in history like this or 9/11 
just remind us of the fragility of life. All life, and our 
place in the universe. The tiny blue dot in an ocean 
of vacuum we call home. 


i & Ike Awgu 
: Jan9,2021-& 


'g Ike Awgu 
: Sep 22,2020: & 


On Friday | volunteered for the Canadian vaccine 
trials for Covid-19, held in Toronto. The vaccine 
is one that was created in Russia. | received my 
first shot yesterday at 4:00 pm, and | wanted to 
let everyone know that it’s completely safe, with 
vo side effects whatsoevea, and that | feelshkt 
xoposho fA 4uyBCTByHO Ce6aA HEMHOPO CTpaHHo U 
A AyMat, YTO BbITALW OCNMHbIe YUN. 


o4 


m4 0 a 


g Ike Awgu 
s Jan9,2021-6 


Rumors of new and significant COVID outbreak at 
Ottawa area retirement home. Story developing. INN 
(Ike News Network) following this story. 


€ ig * me Awgu shared a memory. 


: S 


g Ike Awgu 
: May 17,2018 + & 


You can say "have a nice day" and sound 
perfectly normal. But you can't say "have a nice 
24 hours" without sounding a bit threatening. 


Os4 
m4 0 


a Ike Awgu 
3 May 17,2020 - & 


TV actor Manmeet Grewal commits suicide over 
unpaid dues and no work | Unemployment and 
depression may have greater toll than virus if no 
recovery 


@2(0% Michael Steinberg and 12 others 
13 V3 a 
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7 . Ike Awgu 
Mar 21,2020 - & 


When this is all over, and it will one day be over, we 
need to identify all of the people who were hoarding 
important items and trying to exploit a human crisis. 
These people are another kind of virus and once 
we've defeated Corona, we should turn our collective 
attention on them. Do you want to be in business 
with someone who bought all the toilet paper or 
hand sanitizer at a store to resell? Or all of the meat? 
Do you want that person babysitting your kids? Or 
around your family? We should be able to ‘socially 
isolate’ ourselves from these parasitic human beings 
once this trauma is over. If you see these people 
record them. This virus will be conquered and they 
will be next. Share widely. 


© You, Steve Wollock and 42 others 


ae 44 (29 2 


+O: Ike Awgu 
Jun 3,2019 - 


If we ever wondered how the inhabitants of Krypton 
could ignore their scientists warnings in the face of 


certain doom, now we know. 
© You, Mark R. Garnes and 7 others 


RB aA oc. N 


‘g Ike Awgu 
Jul 18,2018» & 


All of humanity's problems stem 
from man's inability to sit quietly in 
a room alone. 


© Steve Kuhnle and 21 others 


wy 22 D1 


‘g Ike Awgu 
= Jul 14,2018 


Dreams are thought to strip memories of emotion. 
According to the theory, this function fails in 
sufferers of PTSD. Recurring nightmares might 
therefore be a repeated attempt at performing this 
function. 


© Trevin Stratton and 4 others 


m5 1 


Fy . Ike Awgu 
= Mar 18, 2020 - © 


Trump tried to warn us earlier 
when he said: "Covfefe". No one 
deciphered the code. 


DO Lee Jay and 37 others 
ay 38 05 23 


e Ike Awgu 
Mar 16, 2020 - & 


Government must do everything in its power to 
forestall massive layoffs. Should be considered 
as serious as a war. Lives are at stake, not just 
because of the virus. Livelihoods threatened. 
Ancillary casualties (suicide, depression) could 
be serious. Share this widely. 


nae) ) a 


eg Ike Awgu 
J Mar 16,2020 - & 


Remember how your elected representatives 
behaved at this moment. This is what governments 
exist to do -- this moment is what leadership exists 
to serve. Tax policy minutia or where a road may or 
may not be built, are trivial matters easily corrected. 


( \ Ike Awgu 
< = Mar 26, 2018 


If you successfully paid off your University degree, 
then your University degree paid off. 


@ Lee Jay and 25 others 


a) 26 03 


g Ike Awgu 
Mar 26, 2018 


Psychologists are tech support for 
people. 


@ Steve Kuhnle and 7 others 


a8 1 
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7 \ Ike Awgu 
Jun 5,2016 - &) 


Waldo has been traveling all over the world for years 
and never chosen a place to call home. Maybe the 
person trying the hardest to find Waldo is himself. 


i Mark R. Garnes and 41 others 
mm) 42 U5 a 


8 Ike Awgu 
Oct 20, 2017 


In the story of Adam and Eve, Eve causes painful 
childbirth to be inflicted on humanity after eating 
from the tree of knowledge. Painful childbirth 
actually developed due to an increase in the cranial 
size of newborns. In both cases, increased capacity 
for knowledge caused painful childbirth. 


07 


The Universe is not obligated to make sense to 
humans; in fact, it's unlikely our brains evolved ina 
manner capable of such a thing. At some point we'll 
be forced to answer "why" with "it just is’. 


© Michael Dynie and 10 others 


11 01 a 
Time is precious, even if all you 
do with it is nothing. 


v7 03 


Ike Awgu 


Jun 8,2016 + 


Ike Awgu 


Nov 4,2015+ & 


©! 


m1 OD 
Ike Awgu 


Oct 14, 2013 


Thanks for the Birthday wishes everyone! Hopefully, 
| can make the most of the time remaining to me. 


Fy ¥ Ike Awgu 
= Dec 16, 2017 - 2&3 


Asking a random person “What 
year is it?” will make you seem 
super mysterious. 


@’s Steve Kuhnle and 14 others 


0915 
‘g 


Disney now owns Star Wars, Marvel, Indiana Jones, 
Disney World and the Simpsons. If they acquire your 
parent's divorce they will own your entire childhood. 


© Mark R. Garnes and 38 others 
39 


i 2) Ike Awgu 
Oct 2/,2016 * = 


There is nothing quite so beautiful as the spark in a 
person's eye when you bring up something they are 
passionate about. 


‘g Ike Awgu 
2 Feb 3, 2016 - 28 


Just realized | had turned off the ability to "follow 
me" on Facebook. Fixed that - follow me - I say cool 
shit. 


© Diego Lopez and 12 others 


13 


'g Ike Awgu 
“4 Feb 3,2016- 2 


A person who is nice to you but 


Ike Awgu 


Dec 15, 2017 + 2&3 


O05 


01 


“< rude to the waiter is not a nice 


person. 


© Erica Diener and 65 others 


r) 66 
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j S Ike Awgu 
, ~ Nov 12,2014 - 28 
When the sun has set, no candle 


can replace it. 


© Chris Dacey and 7 others 


1) 8 S: 


j « Ike Awgu 
| Dec 25,2020 - © 


Hold the ones you love tightly - if 2020 has any 
lesson to impart, its the impermanence of life. But 


for the grace of God do go we all. Happy Holidays. 


©@O® Mark R. Garnes and 61 others 
1) 62 (14 a 
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CHAPTER 11: Commemoration 


Dogg Foundation: |A JG JD,ET.RG, DB. TP. Too many 
cookin to ever write down, friends too special to 
ever forget. | am who | om not because of myself 
but because of the wonderful, beautiful people and 
friends | have been blessed with in high schoo! Only 
who tokes risks is free. And thar's whar high 

pa ee has been about for me, taking risks and find- 
r just who Ike Awgu really is. High school is 0 

a ages Excnenl and | have discovered mar all one 
oer mally do is live life one now aro time. So, fo 


whoe ead is. be it me in the furure. OF 
wae a © know thor life's 
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Mr. Felix Okey Awgu : 


Bloodied but Unbowed: A Special Tribute to My 
Beloved Son, Ike Awgu 
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lack the words to do justice to the decades of love and commitment to each other as 
father and son and as part of our family. 


No text or document can capture the full extent of the trauma that took your life from us 


But we are here with family, friends and all those whose lives you’ve touched. Your time 
with us was a blessing and memories of you will remain in our hearts. 


# The 3 Days That Will Last Forever... # 


At your proposal, we met at your place for a quick lunch and you served one of 
your occasional favourites— Polish sausage, cooked and cut and topped with whatever 


you have. Afterwards, you delivered my tall glass of water to wash down. Merci 


beaucoup | would say. | noticed your culinary skills were getting better. Sometimes you 
show them off with your chicken dishes. 

Only God knew that this was our last day together in the land of the living. After 
lunch, you briefly showed me your new computer which you were assembling. You said 
that with multiple screens it would improve your productivity and you will transfer your 
current system to your junior brothers. I loved that gesture and you know the boys! 

On the next day, I texted you on a matter and received no reply. Still no reply to 
my call or text on the 2nd day. On the 3rd day, I picked up your keys, very worried and 
headed to your home. Lying before me was the singular terror of my life. You were gone! 


{ know that on that 3rd day while still under the shroud of death, you fought so gallantly 


to escape it! I trusted you did so my son, like the man of courage you always were. Those 


last 3 days will last forever in my memory of you. 


Tke Awgu leaves behind a loving father, Felix, and a beloved sister, Lisa. He is 
proud of and close to his brothers Jason and Jordan. Ike was predeceased by his mom, 
Alberta Awgu. He leaves behind many cherished uncles, aunts and cousins from the 


extended family: The Sargeants of Bolands Village, Antigua and the Nwozoemedo 
kindred in Isulo, Nigeria. 


4 The Early Years 4 


The stage was set when parents with big dreams for their children had their child 
identified in the gifted range in communication and language. This prompted deliberate 
decisions to nurture and expose Ike to opportunities that would elevate his potential. He 
was registered for competitive opportunities in creative writing and public speaking, 
often placing in the top three positions in awards. Ike thrived in the limelight and the 
intensity of his preparations often led to his exposure to more topics that stimulated his 
interest for further research. His most challenging debate entry was in 2004 when he 
participated in the Canadian National Debating Championship. This championship 


highlighted his solid ability to articulate and explain his viewpoints effectively. 


4 A Visit to the Legend of Grandfather M.C. ¢ 


For validation and role modelling, Ike was familiar with the genuine political 
successes of his grandfather M.C, Awgu. Ike’s visit to Nigeria further called attention to 


his relationship to a magnetic personality who was reputed to never be complacent with 


a a Se 


the status quo. His grandfather was a cabinet minister with a reputation as a person of 


good character and genuine warmth. He was driven by ethical principles which he would 
not compromise. Everywhere we went Ike was popularly received with a knowing wink 
and smile that carried weighty expectations. I preached to my son that good people are 


rarely forgotten. That even after many decades, his grandfather’s civic contributions still 
resonates. 


4 Nothing to Fear but Fear Itself: Entry Into Municipal 
Politics 4 
When Ike entered university in 2003, his basic character had formed. There was a 

strong willingness to engage and cultivate a mind of rebellion and not simply accept 
things as a fact. Taking part in municipal politics was not discussed at the kitchen table or 
together as a family. I came home one day and met lawn signs announcing his candidacy! 
While I was gripped by a fear of the unknown, | later discovered that Ike had worked 
with his buddies to prepare for this. What more can a father say when his son is smiling, 


brimming with confidence and watching his father sweat? This was my final awakening 


My son was ready for the prime time. I needed to accept that on the road to 


independence, he had the intellect, attitude and integrity to navigate the world around 
him. 


In the 2003 election, at the age of 19, Ike ran for the position of Mayor of Ottawa, 


clinching the third spot among 8 candidates and amassing an impressive tally of 5000 


votes. 


4 Versatile Career in Media 4 


Following the positive performance review from the municipal election, demands 
on his time for writing and other projects took enormous turns. At the same period, his 
university degrees were yet to be completed. 

He became an editorial columnist for the Ottawa Sun, using that platform to 
engage citizens on civic issues and also share perspectives. Similar work was also done 
with the Globe and Mail and Black Ottawa Scene. In 2004, he hosted a national TV 
Show, the “X-factor” on CPAC. After his law degree, Ike’s versatility expanded across a 
wider audience to include commentary and blogging on politics, media and the law. His 
followers read him in The Huffington Post, Property Management Magazine, and 


watched him on The Todd Veinotte Show. He also appeared as a guest on the TVO 


program The Agenda with Steve Paikin. 


4 Educational Achievement 4 


Ike earned a Bachelor of Economics and Law from Carleton University and a Juris 


Doctor in Law from Queen’s University. 


¢ The Final Years ¢ 


| always thought about the legacy I will leave for you. Now the tables have turned, 
You became a beloved public figure more than I will ever be. And this was my proudest 


goal of fatherhood. Son, if you were here to hear the deafening cry and disbelief and 


massive messages of condolence it would have been enough to make you rise, if that was 
possible. You are now what you truly wanted to be—a light for service in your 
community. 

Despite his reputation as a wordsmith, seasoned debater and contributor, Ike loved 
his business law practice. I called my banter with him “interrogating the universe” 
because we can go for an hour on any topic, depending on what’s new. Our last banter 

was on UFOs (I'll leave you to guess what side he was on). Anyone who has used his 
legal services gets their money’s worth and more because he gives loads of free legal 
advice when asked. He is never in anything “just for the money”. He espouses his belief 
that the true measure of his worth lies in his service onto humanity. 
The lesson learned from my son: when you can bring good into the world by doing 
whatever you can, do it, Never refrain from doing anything that will help something or 
someone. Take the effort required to get the job done and contribute whatever you can, 


and as soon as you can. 


4 Who was Ikechukwu “Ike” Awgu? # 


Those who knew him, like us, will mourn him eternally because he is a sorrow 
that can never be replaced. The easiest way to kill a family is to kill that which binds 
them together because once the centre can no longer hold, parts will begin to disintegrate. 


Family, friends, ladies and gentlemen that will never be our portion in Jesus' name! Lord, 
we place a new covenant before you, if it pleases you: 


Taken from the book of Psalms 


“Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of those who do wrong. 


For like the grass they will soon wither, 
Like green plants, they will soon die away. 
Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 


Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.” 


Forever Remembered, 


By your father, 


Felix Okey Awgu 
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Marc Gobeil 


Ike was a great man, cousin, and | was honored to call him the closest thing I’ve ever 
had to a brother. We were the only two sons, of two sisters, who had left Antigua to 
make a life here in the same city in Canada, born two weeks apart in the same year. 
Our birthdays were so close that one of my last conversations with him was about 
planning a joint 40th birthday celebration together, which would have been coming up in 
just 6 short weeks from now. Apparently, that wasn’t meant to be. 


Despite living in the same city, Ike and | didn’t get to spend a whole lot of time together 
as kids, since our families lived at opposite ends of it. However, | have fond memories 

of the few sleepovers, family dinners, and James Bond Goldeneye multiplayer gaming 

sessions he would host in his basement. 


In high school, his world started to bleed into mine. He became co-president of his high 
school, and so ended up speaking on stage, at mine, turning me into a “that’s my 
cousin!” fanboy on my own turf. 


Fast forward to university, and that cross-town, east-west distance between us melted 
away, when we both attended Carleton. There, we finally got to spend a significant 
amount of time together. We could meet up to grab food, or go out to the Olivers’ on- 
campus bar after classes. We merged friend groups, spending many a weekend night 
out with his longtime friends from Sir Robert Borden in the west, and mine from Lisgar 
and Riverside Drive in the east. He cultivated such interesting friends, from Diego with 
his magic tricks, to Mark Garnes with his art; | see many of them here today, whom | 
have counted as close friends of my own ever since. 


In those years, Ike was a powerhouse of creativity, productivity, and rising profile. 
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Reading from his old Wikipedia page: 


At the age of 19 he ran for Mayor in the 2003 municipal election and finished 
third out of eight candidates with double the votes of 4th place. 


After the municipal election, he became an editorial columnist for the Ottawa Sun 
newspaper. He went on to host X-Factor, a politics-oriented national television 
show on CPAC, in the summer of 2004. He has also been a columnist for The 
Globe and Mail newspaper. 


Ike Awgu studied economics and law at Carleton University before going on to 
earn a law degree from Queen's University in 2008. In 2004 Awgu finished 4th 
place at the Canadian National Debating Championship. 


Awgu returned to Ottawa in 2009 and is currently a lawyer and blogger with the 
Huffington Post. He has also appeared on HuffPost Live and TVO's The Agenda. 


He did all that in just over 5 years, before the age of 26. 


| remember helping him register the welikeike.ca domain name for his mayoral run, a 
nod to an Ike Eisenhower presidential slogan from the 1950’s with whom he overlapped 
in name. | remember discussing his vision to influence the top candidates with his policy 
talking points, even if his chances of winning were slim. | remember celebrating the first 
hints of that influence together, when the website | helped him build around those 
talking points got so much positive news coverage, that the two mainstream candidates 
had their own websites rebuilt. | remember standing backstage at the TV studio while he 
was on set, since he had gotten enough votes to be invited to the official live on-air 
debate. | remember how excited he was when his performance in that debate got him 
calls from TV stations and newspapers, inviting him to become a voice on their 
platforms. | remember proof reading some of his very first articles when they hired him 
to write for them. 


| think being a part of his team on that run was the first time | got a taste of the news 
and the world around us, actually being a two way street. People always say you can 
change the world when you grow up; Ike was proving it right before my eyes. 


He was off to the next level soon, to Queens law in Kingston, with an application so 
strong that they gave him an unconditional offer which didn’t even require him to keep 
up his grades before exiting undergrad. He definitely took advantage of that, heck, I’m 
pretty sure even my grades suffered as collateral damage. There, he made a whole new 
set of incredibly interesting friends, and assumed a brotherly role to our cousin Wayne. | 
sincerely wish we could have had more people from his law school days to speak here 
today, but distracted by finding answers about what happened, we were late getting the 
news to his Queens law community. I’m glad that despite that last minute notice, some 
were still able to make it here today. 
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| would have loved to hear more of their stories, like when Ike played a judge in their tort 
law-themed remake of Justin Timberlake’s Bringing Sexy Back (still available on 
YouTube, link available upon request), or how his classmates thought he might be 
Prime Minister of Canada one day. 


That last one was news to me, but not surprising, because not only was he incredibly 
intelligent, kind, and generous, Ike was also a man of principle. When he was looking 
for firms to article at in law school, he told me he interviewed with a criminal law firm in 
Toronto. At one point the interviewing lawyer said that they would “burn for their clients’, 
implying they would do anything necessary to get them out of a guilty verdict, even if it 
meant burning in hell themselves. Ike told me “You know what Marc? | stood up, 
grabbed my resume off the table, and | walked right out.” Straight up gangster. Classic 
Ike. He worked corporate law that summer instead. 


| expected nothing less from my older and wiser kin, as Ike would often remind me, 
citing that 2 week lead in age and experience he had from birth. | wouldn’t admit it to 
him, lest he use it as a blanket argument for claiming victory in one of our frequent 
debates, but | really did feel he was the wiser of us both. Having dedicated so much of 
his life to engaging with the politics and problems of the world, and a bewilderingly large 
slice of the people in it, he had formidable insight on countless topics. Exploring the 
endless space of “what if?” was a huge part of our relationship, as | feel he cultivated 
with so many around him. It wasn’t always adversarial; we once spent hours coming up 
with all sorts of crazy strategies, for when we were eventually rich, to keep our eventual 
children, from becoming entitled jerks. When it was adversarial, no one could shake my 
confidence in my own opinions the way he did. You couldn't ask for a better intellectual 
sparring partner. 


Going up against his national champion level debating skills was such a challenge, that 
| had started building a social networking website expressly to level the playing field 
against people with his skills when you hosted discussions on it. When that effort ran 
into PhD level technical problems, | was literally going to quit my job at IBM to doa 
masters in natural language processing just to crack them. | had already started 
gathering references from my old professors when Google called, and even then | 
justified accepting their offer by convincing myself | could continue that quest by 
enlisting experts there in my “20% time”. Such was the scale of Ike’s influence. 


As a fully-fledged lawyer he eventually settled on real estate law, running his own firm 
that mostly fought for landlords being held hostage by tenants who abused protections 
in the system. He had witnessed the stress such situations had put on his parents as 
landlords and felt compelled to fight that particular injustice in their honor. 


Which brings me to the strongest of Ike’s character traits: his love of family. 


On the dark side of that, the loss of his mother to cancer at a young age followed him 
like a cloud, even through his strongest times. The most painful thing | ever heard him 
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say, was when | criticized his choice of food, he responded “my mother ate healthy, it 
didn’t save her’. Seeing that never ending pain in him broke my heart. 


In what would prove his final years, despite having lived in Toronto, Singapore, Hong 
Kong, and having skills that could have taken him anywhere in the world, Ike had settled 
down into a routine in Ottawa. He had wound down a Toronto expansion of his practice, 
and his political ambitions had cooled to having discussions on “/NN - the Ike News 
Network, you heard it here first!” posts with his followers on Facebook. 


| knew he still had that fire in him, | wanted him to spread his wings once again, to 
become everything he could be, and | felt Ottawa was stifling his growth. | was met with 
the same fiercely loyal answer from him every time: “I’m not going anywhere Marc, my 
father needs me. It’s all you now.” 


| certainly wasn’t going to accept that last part, but he had gotten me to respect the first. 
| convinced myself that he’d have plenty of time for his second act after his younger 
siblings grew up, easing the strain on his father; that I’d see him on stage again, 
dazzling political opponents with his sarcasm and wit, celebrating our victories in life 
together, and him raising a family of his own. 


There will forever be a hole in my heart where those future memories were meant to be. 
| will always love you brother. 


May you rest in peace. 
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Lisa Awgu 


Finding the strength to post this has 
been difficult. Words can't express 
how heartbroken | have felt since 
loosing you. The pain is deep and 
another piece of me is now gone. 
You were the heart of our family. My 
confidant who understood it all. My 
cheerleader and motivator. The little 
brother looked up to and strived to 
be like. You were unapologetically 
you and had confidence and drive 
that marvelled many. You could be 
the life of the party then wake up the 
next day and show excellence and 
precision in whatever you would do. 


| don't know why God makes such 
decisions and | don't know why 
some families suffer more then 
most. But | know what | promised 
you and | will not break down in sorrow. | will embody the spirit and zest for life you 
demonstrated every day. | will work hard and make you proud. | will continue to take 
care of our family the way you always did. 


| will memorialize you and keep your spirit alive. 


The hundreds of people that showed up to speak about the way you touched them, your 
generosity and selflessness, has forever changed me. 


You will never be forgotten. The dearest and best brother anyone could have asked for. 
You made an impact in your short life that many could only dream of. 


May you rest with Mom in eternal peace until we meet again. 


| love you, my dear brother. 


Regards, 


Lisa Awgu 
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Eric Tam 


| just wanted to start off by saying how amazing you all are to be here to show support 
to Ike’s family and friends. It just shows how much impact Ike has had on our lives and 
how amazing of a person he was. I'm honored to be here to share some memories I've 
had with lke. 


It's been quite the journey we’ve had together. I've known Ike since Elementary School 
at Leslie Park, probably as far as back as Grade 2. When | first met Ike we didn't really 
get along. | remember him coming up to me, making a comment like, “we should play 
together at recess!” and | was like “who is this guy?”. 


But that's just how Ike was: straight-forward. No 
fear. He could literally walk up to anyone and just 
start talking to them, perfectly comfortable with 
that situation. Gradually we did start hanging out 
and we've been best friends. 


At Greenbank Middle school our friendship and 
bond truly began. Back then there really wasn't 
much technology around and we needed to stay 
entertained. Somehow Ike and | always came up 
with the most random ideas. | remember | had this 
black book - and we'd write notes or just random 
things to each other because we weren't always in 
the same class. People would ask us what that 
book was because we'd always carry it around. 
We wouldn't say. It became a thing where people would try to steal it or try really hard to 
find out what was actually in there. We were just surprised anyone would care what we 
have to say. It remains a very fond memory | had with him because it was a long time 
before anyone found out the real details of the book - it was pretty fun while it lasted. 


As High School rolled around, we were still always together. | had actually just moved to 
Barrhaven and it was a long distance to our Sir Robert Borden, on Greenbank Road. 
Most days I'd either have sport practices and then end up waiting for my brother to pick 
me up - or I'd be at Ike’s house. It became like a second home for me. I'm so grateful for 
that - also so sorry for always being around! 


After school we'd walk back to Ike's house and usually no one was home. We were 
starving as teenagers. Ike always had packs of hotdogs in the fridge. | remember Ike 
said, “you know, we can just microwave hotdogs, right?” | was like, “Really?!?” Next 
thing you know, we finish off one or two full packs of hotdogs every couple of days. | 
remember him later telling me his parents thought Ike had a problem because they'd 
buy so many packs of hotdogs and they'd be eaten so quickly. So sorry for that Mr 
Awgu because | probably ate most of them. 
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| remember we also annoyed Ike’s sister Lisa a lot - taking up the bathroom to get ready 
or just being too loud. | was part of so many of their family gatherings, and I'm thankful 
for that. We all spent a lot of time at Ike’s house on 2 Trimble and I'm not going to lie: 
we did our fair share of doing dumb teenager things over the years. 


For example - Ike’s backyard had an apple tree and a fence. This combinations resulted 
in apples being thrown. | recall a specific incident when we hid behind his fence thinking 
we were hidden but in reality ... if one was driving or walking by from the side, you can 
literally see us in clear view. All | can say is there were a lot of close calls but nothing 
serious. |’m thankful looking back and having so many good stories. We were indeed 
very fortunate to have so many good childhood memories and experiences. 


Some of you may know Ike and | formed a group with close friends called the “Dogg 
Foundation.” We had a logo and nicknames — Ike was “Ike Dogg”, | was “Wu tam”, 
Diego “Heavy D”, and it went on. We weren't a gang but somehow other thought we 
were since we wrote our logo everywhere — and even put up posters. We were just 
close friends that had each other's back. The loyalty we had was so strong. | knew we 
could always count on each other and no matter how crazy of an idea we had. 


When Ike ran for President in our final year he wanted me to be the Treasurer. He 
convinced me and | did run. | somehow got disqualified. In doing a presentation, we 
included the “jump on it” song where we did a dance and ended it just dropping our 
pants to show off our boxers. Though | was technically disqualified from my skit, and 
even though my name was crossed out, | still won. Ike had that type of charisma, 
confidence, intellect, and kindness to him; always willing to help others out and inspire 
others. 


Did | mention his famous laugh? Ike had that type of contagious laugh where his face lit 
up with happiness. He would use his hands along with this loud chuckle — one that 
lasted a few seconds. He could always make you laugh with his jokes and sarcasm. He 
was a good public speaker, a world class debater, but he was just so funny. In a night 
school he had to do a speech for our Grade 13 English class on a single word. He 
chose the word *shit* and it's different meanings based on how you said the word. Who 
else would think of or dare to do something like that. Needless to say, it was a pretty 
good speech. 


He was also a really good writer, publishing many news articles in the Ottawa Sun, 
Globe and Mail. He even published books which you can find on Amazon. He never 
used his real name, from what he told me. He used Jonathan (his middle name) 
Sargeant (his Mom's maiden name). That's just how talented he was: he just casually 
messaged me and was like, “I just wrote and published a book Landlord Starter Guide: 
How to survive as a landlord in the age of COVID.” 


I'll always remember when he called me up one day and said, “I'm going to run for 
mayor.” We were 19 at the time. Something only Ike could do. He did an amazing job. 
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He then hosted his own national TV show called “X Factor’. | could go on and on about 
his accomplishments - but it just shows you how talented he was, and how profoundly 
proud | was of him. 


Once High School finished we all went to different universities. But despite all of the we 
stayed in touch from messages and phone calls. Right away we would pick up where 
we left off. Ike always had some exciting or crazy stories to tell me. He lived for the 
experiences and in the moment. But no matter where he was at, he never forgot my 
birthday, and always wished me well for the holidays to check-in. 


He always reminded me that you have to roll with the punches, always stay positive and 
be thankful for what we have in life - because there are others worse off. He was always 
spoke about how proud he was of us, our close friend group, and what we had 
accomplished so far. And that even though we are not the same people as we once 
were, and our lives were diverging, that was natural. 


There was no problem | couldn't share with him, and there was no problem that he 
wouldn't tell me - we are family for life. Ike regularly made references to movies and 
songs, and fittingly, he would always say, “we ride together, we die together” and “Bad 
boys for life.” He was my one of my closest and best friends, my best man, my lawyer, 
and above all, my brother. I'll never forget the memories | had with him. | don't think I'll 
ever meet another person quite like Ike. | love you man and we'll meet again someday - 
that I'm sure of. 
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Jesse Gutman 


Ike was the best of us. He was the most precocious, curious, ingenuous, loving friend. 
He was the most unique, amazing person I’ve ever known. He understood me. He 
taught me what it was to be a true, loyal friend. 


The tragedy of Ike’s passing is accentuated by this moment in our lives — he is only a 
month shy of turning 40. He was two weeks older than me. 


| called someone before this day to give the news, and in reading my message, they 
shared that they had thought | had been reaching out about a bachelor party, that 
perhaps Ike had found someone and was set to get married. And | had already been 
thinking something similar — that this gathering would have instead been a massive 
party for Ike. 


And he would have been overjoyed to see 
everyone at a birthday party in his honour. | 
have dreamed and hoped and prayed that 
this day would be a magnanimous birthday 
for him, with him here. His 40". Imagine that. 
There would be food, magic, games, and 
dancing to the late hours. He would come 
over and spend quality time with each and 
every one of you — because that was Ike — a 
man of deep integrity and quality. And he truly 
loved all of his friends. 


La 


You may know the meaning of Ike’s name — 
“Ikechukwu” — in Igbo. It means the ‘power of God’. Jonathan, his second name, means 
“God has given” or ‘God gives’. And | take from this what may be abundantly clear to 
you — that Ike truly believed deeply in the humankind and the human spirit — and shared 
that fascination and curiosity with everyone. 


Ike and | met — and my first memory — is him telling me, ‘don’t be so open minded that 
your brain falls out the back of your head’. We spent our youth together, developed our 
politics together, our comedy, our zeal for life. He had our share of adventures. 


But | think what stands out to me — and why he touched so many people — is his 
selflessness, his true and uncovetous nature. | said he taught me how to be a friend. A 
friendship can be seen as a transaction. A deeper friendship may be seen to care about 
another one’s health and well-being, sacrificing things for that person. More still, an 
even deeper friendship shows a compassionate commitment to that friend’s 
development and sense of self. And finally, to round that out, loyalty — the truest friend, 
like family, does not falter, but remains stalwart. Ike was these things to me, and 
perhaps to you as well. 


Ike would do anything for his friends. He would do anything for his family. He carried the 
world on his shoulders and took some entertainment in pointing out its contradictions. 
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But his commitment and his devotion could not be questioned by anyone. This is why, 
above his brilliance, he will be remembered by all who met him and loved him. 


Ike, brother, | will carry your teachings and your memory with me to the end of my days. 
| will share it with my children and my friends. May your memory be a blessing. 
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Mark Garnes 


I'm here to do something that | never thought I'd have to do for many years. And I'm 
doing the thing that | personally find that | am the absolute worst at - give speeches - 
comparison to lke. 


Ike has always been an 
individual who was incredible 
giving speeches. He had this 
incredible way of being so 
charismatic that he just drew in 
a listener. He was able to 
make the most boring 
mundane story sound like the 
most incredible adventure 
you've ever heard. One of his 
stories that he first told me was 
about the O'Hare Airport. And | 
was mesmerised at the history 
of that. And in a way | kept 
\ thinking, ‘Wow, this guy could 
“\ be a great teacher.’ With him | 
»\_ would be like a student 
hanging off his every word. He 
just always knew how to reach 
people. 


Ike's journey was one of remarkable achievements and profound impact. From a young 
age, he exhibited a tenacity and passion for justice that led him to become a lawyer. But 
Ike wasn't content with just the ordinary. At the age of 20, he fearlessly stepped into the 
world of politics, running for the position of Mayor in Ottawa. His charisma was 
unmatched, drawing people in with his magnetic charm and undeniable intelligence. 


Ike had an insatiable hunger for knowledge and a thirst for meaningful conversations. 
He was known for his spirited debates, always eager to engage in discussions that 
challenged his intellect and broadened his perspectives. He wasn't just interested in 
winning arguments; he was invested in the exchange of ideas, in the pursuit of truth. 


Beyond his professional endeavors, Ike's personal qualities were equally captivating. He 
was a friend like no other, a beloved confidant who could light up a room with his 
presence. His genuine warmth and infectious laughter created an atmosphere of joy 
wherever he went. Ike had a unique ability to connect with people on a deep level, 
leaving an indelible mark on their hearts. 


And let's not forget his passion for comic books. In the pages of those stories, Ike found 
solace, inspiration, and a space to dream. His love for comics was a testament to his 
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imagination, reminding us that even in the most serious pursuits, a touch of wonder can 
make all the difference. 


In the words of Ike himself, let's continue to engage in meaningful debates, pursue 
knowledge tirelessly, and cherish the bonds of friendship that make life truly 
extraordinary. As we navigate the chapters ahead, may Ike's memory be a guiding light, 
reminding us to infuse every moment with passion and to always believe in the power of 
our dreams. 


Thank you. 
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William Onyeaju 
I’m going to say a few words about what Ike meant to me as an older cousin. He was 
probably the closest thing | had to an older brother. 


Growing up, | was always told — “be like Ike”, “learn from Ike”, and “go talk to Ike”, 
despite my own shyness at the time which often got in the way of me speaking, even to 
relatives. But Ike always had a way of opening me up and breaking past that shyness | 
had as a child which would lead me to laugh about something he’d said. 


He played the role of the older cousin quite well! He wisely shaped my interests in 
comic books — | remember the day he gave me his massive comic book collection 
(which | am never giving away, by the way), sci-fi fantasy movies, and even the 
ramifications of geopolitical events across the world. He was amazing. He was the best. 


Having a cousin like Ike was incredible because, as some of us in the room know, it’s 
difficult being a black male in North America. Unfortunately, many of us are constantly 
told that our lives aren’t worth much in environments such as school. Ike’s life, and the 
things he accomplished, made it seem possible to break past barriers because he had 
achieved. His achievements didn’t seem like impossibilities. Rather, they were real and 
because he did it, we could too. 


But in his wisdom, in his humility, although he encouraged me endlessly to do and 
achieve great things, he often urged me to think about whether | actually wanted similar 
things he had attained. | think he understood the pressure that | was put under to be like 
him. He wanted me to do things another way, if | wanted to. But when | got into law 
school, | remember him being extremely happy and he congratulated me - not because 
| did it, but because | did it my way. 


I’m so fortunate to have had an older cousin like Ike. | remain skeptical about whether 
the things | achieved in life, whether it was in law school or competitive debate would 
have been possible without him... 


The last time | saw him, last December, was great. We went out for dinner and he then 
offered to show me around town. | had moved to Toronto several years ago to pursue 
my legal education and | wasn’t really in touch with Ottawa as | used to be. As we went 
around town, we kept bumping into people that he knew, while also making new friends 
along the way. Typical Ike! But importantly, we met people that he had helped. That 
night, those people that he had helped often pulled me aside to say they were so 
thankful that Ike had helped them with an issue that affected their business or their life 
in general. | saw the impact he had made across Ottawa that night. It was incredible. 


Over dinner, | wanted to thank him for the influence he’s had on my life. Despite my 
expression of thanks in the past, | felt at the time that | had not thanked him enough. 


He simply said, “Of course! That’s what family is for.” And then he told me that he was 
happy for me and my sisters, for all that we had accomplished, and that he loved us. 
That’s Ike. So humble, so giving. 


Ike — | will never forget you. How could I? | don’t know who | would’ve been without you. 
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Astra and Diego Blanco Lopez 


Dear friends and, family of the Awgu family. | am Astra, Diego's wife. Fist of all please 
accept my condolences for this tremendous loss. May peace and strength be with you. 


Ike was like a brother to Diego and by association, a brother and great friend to me. | 
always admired their bond and friendship. It was longstanding, unwavering and unique. 
Ike also vowed to be the best uncle to my children and took his role seriously. He was a 
part of our family. 


Over the many years I’ve had the pleasure of getting to know Ike. Besides the obvious, 
being ... tall, dark and handsome.... He was an intelligent, funny, articulate, charming 
person, with a big personality and huge heart. He was also known for his extensive sock 
collection which | would often tease him about. 


There are so many memories | can recount. All of my interactions involved learning 
something new from him, him making me laugh and him telling me every time he saw 
me how much he loves the fact that | am Diego’s wife. How adored | am. He always 
made me feel loved and special - sometimes even more than Diego did! 


Ike always made time for his family and close friends. He demonstrated his love through 
his actions. | remember when he threw his father a 60th birthday celebration what a big 
deal it was for him. How special he wanted it to be. Mr. Awgu, | know he loved you very 
much. He also spoke very fondly of you, Lisa. 


Ike was very caring and thoughtful. He would do anything for those who were dear to 
him. | recall when | was giving birth to my son, he was in Toronto and sent me a 
message saying - if | needed him, he would come help me push! 


And 3 years ago on this very day - when my father was in the hospital dying - he offered 
to come keep my company and bring my family and | food at the hospital. He always 
offered me comfort and encouraging words during difficult times. 


Or when my son was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes. He did research about the 
condition and would always check in no matter what time it was to ask how he was 
doing and how we were doing. 


He treated our family like his own, offering us advice when needed and helping us with 
legal issues. And always being so friendly and personable. 


He was a very special uncle to the kids, often made them laugh with his silly antics and 
always attended their birthday parties. When he couldn’t come, he would often mark his 
presence. He once Ubered a tub of Baskin Robbins ice cream to my daughter's party! 
He was always the one stuck holding the pinata, and often the only one who helped me 
clean up. 
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At Christmas time he would always send well thought-out gifts that the children enjoyed. 


And if he knew | was sick, or away, and Diego was caring for the kids alone, he would 
often come visit to keep his company or send dinner to help him out. 


Ike also once went to six drug stores around town and cleared the shelves of Tylenol for 
our kids when there was a Tylenol shortage during Covid. He didn’t even have a driver’s 
licence. He came via Uber to deliver it at 11pm. 


This was how special a person he was. We will sure miss his love and presence. 


Farewell, rest in peace my friend. Thank you for those beautiful memories that we will 
forever hold dear to us. 
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Everyone needs a friend, and for many people, the good friends they have are the ones 
who helped shape their lives. They can change your life in small or large ways, and help 
you cope with daily your struggles. 


Sometimes the best friendships are the ones that aren’t expected. Your best friends can 
be your family members, teachers, mentors, or in my case a childhood friend. In fact, 
some friendships are so special that they defy words to describe them, but I'll give it 
shot. 


Today | want to honour the extraordinary life of 
my friend Ike Awgu, a man whose presence 
illuminated every corner of my family’s life. Ike 
was not just my best friend, he was a pillar of 
strength, an irreplaceable uncle to my children, 
the best man who stood beside my wife and | on 
our most special day, a childhood companion, a 
skilled lawyer, and a captivating TV personality. 


Ike's unwavering friendship was a testament to 
his character. Through the highs and lows, he 
remained a steadfast and loyal friend to me. His 
ability to bring laughter and light to any situation 
was unparalleled. As an uncle to our children, he infused their lives with wisdom, love, 
and cherished memories that will forever shape their paths. 


Uncle Ike, as my kids called him, tried to always be present for my children’s birthdays, 
he always made an effort to be present in their lives. He would come over and play 
video games with my son Miguel, sharing his love for superheroes and read him comic 
books. With my daughter he would always check in on her, and see how she was doing 
in school - when she was born, he even came to the hospital. Uncle Ike was one of the 
first people she met in this world. That is very special to me. 


| remember when we were kids going over to the house on Trimble where Ike grew up. 
We climbed that apple tree in front of the house, sitting up there for hours talking about 
silly things like: how did Michael Jackson accomplished that lean in the smooth criminal 
video? or Who shot Mr. Burns in the Simpsons? One topic that often came up was: will 
his parents ever find out that we Eric and | where the ones making all the frozen burgers 
disappear from his freezer? Every day after school we would walk home together, and 
on our way home we would always stop at Ike’s house. We would hang out and he 
would cook us burgers while we waited for Eric’s brother to pick him up. Sorry Mr. 

Awgu, but we were the cause of your high grocery bill. 


Ike's brilliance as a lawyer was matched only by his compassion for those seeking 
justice. His dedication to his profession was evident in the countless lives he impacted, 
using his skills to defend the rights of others and uphold the principles of fairness. 


In the realm of television, Ike's magnetic presence captivated audiences on his TV show 
called the X factor. His ability to connect with people through the screen reflected his 
genuine nature and his desire to make a positive impact on the world. 


As we bid farewell to Ike, let us remember the joy he brought, the wisdom he shared, 
and the love he freely gave. He leaves behind a legacy that will continue to guide and 
inspire us. Though he is no longer with us in person, his spirit lives on in the memories 
we hold dear and the lessons he imparted. May we carry his kindness, his 
determination, and his zest for life in our hearts as we move forward, forever grateful for 
the privilege to have Ike been a part of mine and my families lives. 


I'll leave you today with a little story I’ve shared with my children, about this journey of 
life. 


You know that when people pass away, there is always 2 sets of numbers on 
their stone. The first set is when they come into this world, the second set is 
when they leave. But those numbers are not important. 


What’s really important is the little dash between the numbers. 
The smallest part is the most important part. 


So remember this: it doesn’t matter the things you have - The clothes, the cars, 
the cash. What matters most is how you lived and loved, and how you spent you 
dash. | hope your dash has been well spent, like Ike’s was. And that the 
memories you have of him, will last you a lifetime, like they will for me. 


And | know that one day, God-willing, somewhere, someday, we will all meet again my 
brother. 
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Trevin Stratton 
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‘© Awou brought such energy to our wedding week- it's still strange that we won't 
be able to celebrate any more big moments of life together. On our 10th 
anniversary /3f3 Jun and | are thinking of fnends and family around the world and 
looking forward to reconnecting this year in person with as many as possible! 


ue Suufi Rirash » Ike Awgu 


August 29 at 3:52 PM 


| met Ike when he ran for the mayor of Ottawa and came in second. | took a 
first year law class with him at CU, He met my family recently and he had been 
a Close frend and helped me with a few legal matters over the years. He was 
one of the nicest guys you could meet. | so admired his well articulated point 
of views even when | didnt agree with him. | love you brother and will miss you 
forever. You were kind and a gentle soul even when you expressed your 
opinion that some may not like. You were a genuine and kind person who 
challenged us to not take the popular views. You will be missed, | will miss you 


ike Awau. 


Gs :) Chelsea Angel > Ike Awgu 
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This is so sad 4 Condolences and love to his frends and family ® We maybe 
only met a handful of times over the years, but | remember bumping into you 
on Albert St one night on the way to a fnend’s house and had to grab them 
some milk from the Quickie. You came in to grab something too | think, but 
you ended up buying the milk which was just so nice especially for someone 
you didn't even know! From reading all these posts, you really were the kindest 
human around. | always enjoyed reading your FB posts, you were always 
sharing very interesting ideas. RIP lke 4 


‘& Melanie Wade > Ike Awgu 
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In University, | always thought Ike was the smartest and nicest person in the 
room. We lost touch, but I'm so heartbroken to hear what happened. RIP lke. 
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<P> * persis Keller 
be ial at 8:07 PM 


We said our final goodbyes to you today. The last few weeks have been difficult to 
process. Absolutely no one can quite digest the fact you are no longer here with us. 
You were an incredible man. Loyal to a fault. A prankster at heart. Kind to everyone 
that ever crossed your path. A smile that was just so infectious. We are all better 
people just for knowing you. 
You lived more in your 39 years than most of us live in a lifetime. | love you, and | 
will miss you for the rest of my life. But | will live truly and loyally to all that cross my 
path, because you taught me that that is the only true way to live. 
Our hearts ache, but in time we will meet again. 

- 1983-2023 


- ji 


ee 
oe 


¢ 10:14 AM + 


My cousin, , was loved by many and will be missed. He was a great guy - 
kind, intelligent, and funny. It’s so hard to accept that he ts no longer with us. Rest in 
eternal peace, Ike. We love you forever Wew 
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(2) Susan Su 


I’m gutted. Rip , May you stir things up in heaven just as you did on Earth 


Ay. Kelly Whi 
5 ppt at ‘7 DAA te 


August 28 at 5:4 = 


te 


. 
J 


I'm completely distraught and at a loss for words. One of the closest friends | have 
ever had ts now gone. Rest in Peace my frend | will never forget you 


“— Kayla McGee 
AE! =e 28 af 3:25 PM ~ ae 


So shocked and saddened to hear of the loss of a long time high school fnend. 
and | had a debate over this article he wrote, the last part of which sent me 

reeling as a solo mom. | know his heart was in the nght place though. He loved 

sting things up to push us all to be collectively better to each other. 

RIP, fend. May you keep up the good fight in the ever after. 


Donna Wilson ts with Ike Awgu 
August 28 at 4:48 PM» an 


RIP. Ike 
| love you, and you are one of my best friends. 
| cannot believe that someone so full of life is gone. 


You were the life of the party. | remember the time we took to the empty dance 
floor at that formal event. 


You were as deep as the ocean. You would explain things about the world to me. 
Things | had not been perceptive enought to grasp on my own. 


You were thoughtful. | remember you stnking up conversations with random 


strangers. Once, | remember you commenting later on how lonely one had looked. 
You cared for people. 


You were generous. | remember you visiting my fnend’s bar and buying everyone 
drinks. | remember the huge smile on her face the next day, telling me how much 
you spent. 


And of course, you were hilarious. | loved your jokes and how you could tease me in 
a way that made me laugh. 


| have never had a friend like you, and | never will again. You are one of a kind. Love 
you and miss you forever. 


XOXO, 


Donna 
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Denis Joseph > Ike Awgu 


“< an 
’) a+ A-O7 DA 
August 27 at 4:27 Ph a 


I'm truly saddened to hear you're no longer with us. 


We go back 20+ years. Always enjoyed running into you when out on the 
town. | remember always saying you'd be mayor of Ottawa and would do great 
things. You did do great things without that role. You were smart, funny, super 
polite, and always smiling. You were a true gent. | send my heartfelt 
condolences to your family and those you were close with. 


See you on the other side |e Awau. Rest easy brother. 


Sachin Kanabar > Ike Awgu 


August 27 at 4,00 PM «as 


R.1.P. Ike. You were one of the most full of life people that | knew. With always 
something clever or encouraging to say, you infused energy into every room 
that you entered. Having your life cut so short is a tragedy and the world has 
lost something special. | know that, wherever you are, you are bringing a smile 
to someone's face because you always did to mine. | was lucky to count you as 
a fnend. My deepest condolences to the Awgu family and all of Ike's fnends. 


i Daniel Gold > Aan Awgu 


M 
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Ike | am in complete shock. You were a great man. Talented. Smart. Kind. 
Ambitious and headed for wonderful things. Your story had only begun. Your 
loss is one of those we think about and say “How unfair. Why him. Why now” | 
shake my head as | write these words. | am travelling and will miss the funeral 
and so | can't honor you the way you deserve and that pain is one | will carry 
with me. Rest in peace my friend. We will miss you. 


e0% Erin E. Fry + lke Awgu 


August 24 at 6:54 PM + & 


Oh |ke 4yqu my heart aches for you and for your family and fnends! You were 
definitely a shining star...so full of life and laughter...biggest smile ever!! Rest in 
Peace...you will be missed!! Gone but not forgotten...gone but still close... J 


r ) & Robert Simon Lovell > Ike Awgu 


Ike. You were a good man, a fnend to so many different groups of people. 


Unforgettable personality. A legend. | can’t believe it. You've left us too soon. 


Rest in peace, brother. 
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o> Ty Jenn Gough b ike Awgu 
~ August 24 at 2:05 5 Pt - 


Dear Awqu family, 


| am deeply saddened by the news of Mr. Ikechukwu “Ike” Awgu’s passing, and 
words seem inadequate to convey the void his absence leaves. lke wasn't just a 
fnend; he radiated boundless positivity. His laughter was infectious, his 
kindness knew no bounds, and his presence was truly irreplaceable. 


Ike possessed a rare gift for bringing people together and making each 
individual feel valued. His wisdom, compassion, and the countless shared 
memories will serve as a lasting reminder for me to live with the same 
generosity of spirit he exemplified. 


In this time of mourning, please accept my heartfelt condolences. 


With a heavy heart and chenshed memones, 


Tyrone — a feeling sad. 


Eric Tam 


Still can‘t believe you're gone and I'm still at a loss of words.... you were more than 
just my bestman at my wedding, my best friend of 30+ years, my lawyer, my hype 
man, you were family, my brother! You'll never be forgotten and all our memones 
and adventures together will last forever! | miss you and love you }= 4 0u. 


Tal Bens 
I'm so sorry Eric. I've been at a loss for words since | heard the news. Its 


not sinking in, and I'm just so sad and sorry for everyone who loved 
Ike. May his memory be for a blessing, he was a blessing, unique, 
almost too smart, the memories my mind go to are actually from Leslie 
Park for some reason, | see him making us all roll with laughter, so 
much wit and charm, perfect timing, adorably creating the vibe in the 
classroom. Sending love, thoughts to you and Ike's family. 
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Nadia Zeal 
August 24 at 12M: 


\b= SOU was an incredibly intelligent, beautiful, and unique individual. | treasured 
our kindred bond. He will be dearly missed and always remembered. My heart goes 
out to everyone who loved him. 


My time with Ike had a special and profound impact on me I will carry with me all 
my days. 


When my mother passed, he stepped up immediately. He helped in many ways and 
that show of support, and our time together, made a massive difference. 


He was a gentleman and a scholar! 


! wish | could show support by being there to console his fnends and family. | pray 
they find peace. 


My deepest and sincere condolences. 


& ., Julia Franklin 


August 24 at 11:26AM ~ @ 
This fs... not what | was expecting to wake up to. This one Is really hitting me hard. 


You were a kind soul. 
We had a bet dunng the Trump/Biden election, | lost, and you still made a generous 
donation to the foodbank. 


You would always light up a room, fnendly with everyone. Extremely generous. 
Always just wanted everyone to have a good time. 


The last time | saw you, we spoke for hours about the Aliens. And honestly, your 
theory was the only one that not only interested me enough to actually talk about 
aliens, but it made sense. & 

I will miss you so much. 

| hated you telling everyone “| know her in real life“ now it’s the words I'll miss 
hearing the most 


Ike AWdU 


4 GB) Liz Hurtubise 

¥ 4 \ugust 24 at 206 AM +9 

\k@ Swou and | rarely agreed on anything but he was always up for a spirited, 
respectful debate with a genuine hug after. he was someone who could find 
common ground with anyone. well liked by every clique in our highschool. as an 
adult he helped us navagate our house purchase as our lawyer and weve crossed 
paths now and then throughout the years and he was always so kind with his time. 
always made people feel like they were important and valuable. it's heartbreaking to 
hear of his passing. 
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- Mindy Henry 
é 
‘J August 25 at 11:42 PM - 
Now that it has been made public, | share the tremendous loss of another fine man, 
Mme AWOU. 
The family ts requesting privacy at this time. 
Visitation and funeral information is below for those wishing to pay their respects. 


My heart aches tremendously, as Ike was not only a high school frend, but also a 
great fnend to my family into our adulthood. Ike helped my family with legal advice 
when we dealt with our hate crime case of the attack on myself and my children. He 
was the 1st person to call me, and offer support to my family. His memory and spit 
will always live on in all the hearts of everyone he touched ** A @ @® 


Yesse Guttman 


eptember 10 at 3:15 PM an 


More than a month and it's still just as unimaginable and shattering as day 1. ! cannot think of 
anyone, except maybe my partner and parents, who has influenced me more. Given me more. 
Made me me, more. If you knew him, you certainly know he needs no introduction, perhaps less 
than anybody. He was larger than life, a heart and laugh to match, beaming charisma, someone 
you meet once a lifetime. We developed political and comedic philosophies together, fought fo 
ethnocultural equity, waged rebellions and mounted adventures. Ridiculous and absurd stuff. 
There is now a deep chasm in my life, filled with echoes and memones of you. I've lost a best 
fnend. We were about to be 40. ! hate Facebook but | share this with fnends in the simple hope 
people just hug their loved ones a little tighter and chensh all of your precious moments. May 
your memory be a blessing, a commemoration, a preservation, “= Awa 
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| advocate, loved wolities and had the 


| — & 4 


¥ 


most generous. heart. He was a popular 


for Mayor at 19, and was a regular 
contributor to major newspapers and 
was the host of a national television 


a show. 


This is a collection of some of Ike’s 
writings, humour, works and passion. 
am) It gives a portrait of his personality 


and is a keepsake for everyone he 
influenced. Even though he is gone, I 
hope you agree, reading this book, even 


a4 in short sittings, provides a way to feel ff 
like you are having a conversation with 


Ike, in days of old. 


